
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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The Kingdom — Part Two

In the last issue of Diligence, we ascertained that the Church is the Kingdom of
God on this earth and that it was established on the day of Pentecost.
Let’s begin this study by taking a look at the dictionary definition for a “kingdom.”

1) A political or territorial unit ruled by a sovereign.
2) A domain in which something is dominant;
3) The eternal spiritual sovereignty of God or Christ.
4) The realm of this sovereignty.

Looking closely at this definition reveals that there are four requirements that
must be met to qualify as a “kingdom.” A kingdom must have —

1) A Territory
2) Subjects
3) A King or Sovereignty
4) Law

If these four requirements are necessary to constitute a kingdom, then the Church
must meet each of the criteria or it can not be the “kingdom of God” on earth — nor
can it be the answer to the prayer that Jesus prayed in Matthew 6:9-13 (the Lord’s
prayer). So in this issue we will take each requirement and read verses from the
Word that explain how the Church meets the requirement of each catagory.
First Requirement— A Territory
The Territory of the Kingdom of God is All The World.

“And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been
given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of
all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son
and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.’”
(Matthew 28:18-20 NASB)
“And He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all
creation. He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but
he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.” (Mark 16:15-16 NASB)

The Territory of the Kingdom of God is Every Nation
“Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long
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and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it
— he will be blessed in what he does.” (James 1:25 NIV)
“There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my
words; that very word which I spoke will condemn him at the last day.”
(John 12:48 NIV)

The Law is All Sufficient
“All Scripture is Godbreathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, cor-
recting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (II Timothy 3:16-17 NIV)
“His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godli-
ness through our knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and
goodness.” (II Peter 1:3 NIV)
“For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you
Gentiles — Surely you have heard about the administration of God's
grace that was given to me for you, that is, the mystery made known to
me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. In reading this, then,
you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ,”
(Ephesians 3:1-4 NIV)

We can see then that the church meets every requirement necessary to constitute a
“kingdom.” It belongs to Christ (Matthew 16:18) — it was purchased with His
blood (Acts 20:28). He is the founder and head of His Kingdom (Eph 5:23; Col 1:18).
Those of us who have chosen to be subjects in God’s kingdom have accepted
the conditions of citizenship, the “rules of entry” into His kingdom and therefore
agree to live by the decrees of our sovereign Lord. In addition to accepting
those conditions we are also commanded to expand the territory by sharing the
gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as it is revealed in the Word of God.
Those who have remained faithful to the end will be delivered up to God by
Jesus Himself to dwell forever in His eternal Kingdom.

“Then the end will come, when He hands over the kingdom to God the
Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he
must reign until he has put all His enemies under his feet. The last
enemy to be destroyed is death.” (I Corinthians 15:24-26 NIV)
“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more
pain: for the former things are passed away.” (Revelation 21:4 NIV)
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The King is Christ The Lord — On His Throne
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will
be on His shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His
government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's
throne and over His kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice
and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord
Almighty will accomplish this.” (Isaiah 9:6-7 NIV)
“God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.
Exalted to the right hand of God, He has received from the Father the
promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear.
For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, ‘The Lord said to
my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for
your feet.’ Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” (Acts 2:32-36 NIV)

The King is Christ The Lord — On His Throne — Now Reigning
“But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath
that He would place one of his descendants on his throne. Seeing what
was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ,that He was not
abandoned to the grave, nor did His body see decay. God has raised
this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. Exalted to the right
hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit
and has poured out what you now see and hear.” (Acts 2:30-33 NIV)
“Then the end will come, when He hands over the kingdom to God the
Father after He has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For
He must reign until He has put all his enemies under His feet. The last
enemy to be destroyed is death.” (I Corinthians 15:24-26 NIV)

Fourth Requirement — Law
The Law is The Word Of God

“The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the
Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. The precepts of the Lord
are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the Lord are
radiant, giving light to the eyes.” (Psalm 19:7-8 NIV)
“Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that
gives freedom,” (James 2:12 NIV)
“I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself
serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.”(Romans 7:25 NIV)

The Law is A Perfect Law
“But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom,

ages past, but now revealed and made known through the prophetic
writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might
believe and obey him. (Romans 16:25-26 NIV)

Second Requirement — Subjects
The Subjects of the Kingdom of God are those of All Nations

“Then Peter began to speak: ‘I now realize how true it is that God does
not show favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him
and do what is right.’” (Acts 10:34-35 NIV)
“In the last days (note: meaning the last days of the Mosiac Dispensation)
the mountain of the Lord's temple will be established as chief among the
mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream
to it. Many peoples will come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain
of the Lord , to the house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his
ways, so that we may walk in his paths.’ The law will go out from Zion,
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” (Isaiah 2:2-3 NIV)

The Subjects of the Kingdom of God are Every Creature
“And He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all
creation. He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but
he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.” (Mark 16:15-16 NASB)

The Subjects of the Kingdom of God are Who-So-Ever-Will
“For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same
Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. For whosoever shall call
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:12-13 KJV)
“And the Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’ And let him that heareth say,
‘Come.’ And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him
take the water of life freely.” (Revelation 22:17 KJV) 

Third Requirement — A King or Sovereignty
The King is Christ The Lord

“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is the
one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east
and have come to worship him.’” (Matthew 2:1-2 NIV)
”You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him
the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and He
will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”
(Luke 1:31-33 NIV)
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