
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Citizens of God’s Kingdom

In the previous two issues of Diligence, we established that the Church is the
Kingdom of God existing in the world today. There are however, some conflicting
views concerning this subject. Some teach that we have to wait until death to be
admitted to the Kingdom even though the Bible clearly teaches that we must
become a part of the Kingdom (the Church) while on this earth. Our hope of
dwelling in the Kingdom of Heaven for eternity hinges on our being a part of the
Kingdom on earth. Others claim to be Heaven bound yet deny that God has pre-
scribed a specific way to become members of His Kingdom while on this earth.
The Scriptures tell us that the Kingdom (Church) is the Bride of Christ and will
be delivered to God the Father at the end of time (Rev. 21:9; I Cor. 15:24).
Reason then, tells us that those who never took the God prescribed steps to
become citizens of that Kingdom will not be included in that group delivered to
Him. Our acceptance of this truth as Christians, should heighten our resolve to
provide as many as possible with the opportunity and knowledge necessary to
be added to that Kingdom.
Many in the world today believe that the Kingdom of Heaven (as an eternal
resting place) does exist and that they — as well as their family, friends and
loved ones — will be welcomed into that eternal reward at the time of their
death. Those who have that desire of salvation for themselves and others may
subscribe to one of the following three approaches in their attempt to accomplish
that eternal goal. They may accept the belief that —

• There are many ways to Heaven and Christianity is just one of several.
• God is a merciful and loving God and wants everyone to be saved, so

His grace will allow entry into Heaven to all who recognize that
Christ is the Son of God regardless of their adherence (or lack of
adherence) to His Word.

• God has given His Word to mankind for the purpose of providing us
very specific instructions as to how to become citizens of His
Kingdom while on this earth. We are therefore required to do our very
best to abide by those instructions if we expect to be delivered up to
the Father for an eternal reward.

It should be obvious that Christians can not accept all of these approaches as
authentic. If all were acceptable, then many of the words of Jesus recorded for
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not responsible for them. The question we need to ask ourselves however is whether
or not we have ever told them about the Kingdom and how they must be added to it
while on this earth if they wish to be delivered to the Father for all eternity?
It’s troubling that the Kingdom today is becoming more and more defined by
the physical structure of the building where souls gather together and by the size
of the audience within the walls of that structure rather than by the souls themselves.
The Kingdom is not the Kingdom only when it’s gathered together in a physical
structure — the Kingdom is moving — moving every day — to every place that
the citizens go who are a part of it. Only to the degree that the individual citizens
take with them and share the message of the Gospel of Christ, can the Kingdom
grow in numbers. The beauty of this method of growing the Kingdom is that
God does not require that we make it grow. Citizens are only required to spread
the seed and God will give the increase.

“I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.”
(I Corinthians 3:6 NASB)

Perhaps we can think of our role in expanding the Kingdom in this way. How many
of us have eaten at a restaurant that had especially good food, excellent service
and reasonable prices? Did we share that information with any of our friends,
relatives, neighbors? Did we find it difficult or uncomfortable to do so? Probably not.
That seems like a “why wouldn’t I tell them?” question, doesn’t it? Why —
because we think they would benefit from it? So what about their soul for all of
eternity? How great the benefit would be to them for that information. Let us
pray that we will all share with equal ease the hope that we have as a result of
being citizens in the Kingdom. A lost world is depending on us — the citizens of
God’s Kingdom — for information that will benefit them for all eternity.

“And He was passing through from one city and village to another,
teaching, and proceeding on His way to Jerusalem. And someone said
to Him, ‘Lord, are there just a few who are being saved?’ And He said
to them, ‘Strive to enter through the narrow door; for many, I tell you,
will seek to enter and will not be able. Once the head of the house gets
up and shuts the door, and you begin to stand outside and knock on the
door, saying, ‘Lord, open up to us!’ then He will answer and say to you,
‘I do not know where you are from.’ Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate
and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our streets and He will
say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you are from; depart from me, all
you evildoers.’” (Luke 13:22-27 NASB)
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ourselves) to believe that there are alternate ways — other than described in
Acts 2 — we are in fact redrawing the boundaries of the Kingdom by compromising
or changing the conditions required for entry into it. Our responsibility to “get it
right” is of eternal consequence for ourselves as well as for those whom we
teach. We cannot afford to be wrong nor can we redefine (simply because we
think the Biblical way is “just too restrictive for today’s culture”) the method
God has authorized for granting citizenship into His Kingdom.
We are all aware that there are many errant beliefs prevalent today concerning
what God has authorized for allowing entry into His Kingdom. So having said
all of this, what can you as a Christian do to carry out the task of expanding the
Kingdom? Here are some suggestions:

1. Know what you believe and be able to defend it with Scripture.
Read The Book — it is Truth.

2. Be willing to accept the fact that when you teach what the Scriptures
say about accepting citizenship into the Kingdom, you will be criticized
as being narrow minded and self righteous. You will be accused of
judging others and assuming a role prescribed to God alone. Know
however, that God gave His Word to us so that we would know His
plan for entry into His Kingdom (II Tim. 3:16; I John 5:13) and be able
to teach others the same (II Tim. 2:2). Read The Book — it is Truth.

3. You must love those in need of the message of salvation beyond
the pain that you might suffer as a result of teaching what they
may not want to hear (John 15:17-19). This is to suffer with Christ
(II Timothy 3:12). He promised that suffering would follow those
who follow him. Read The Book — it is Truth.

4. Continually remind yourself of the nature of a Kingdom and the
many roles required to serve as a part of the Kingdom. It requires
caring, defending, expanding, obedience to the Sovereign, adherence
to laws, etc. It is a Kingdom. Read The Book — it is Truth.

5. We must work to develop a greater understanding of our role in
the Kingdom and then fill that role to our best ability. Read The
Book — it is Truth.

6. The population of the Kingdom depends on the degree of responsibility
accepted by those to whom God gave the marching orders. Accept
the orders. Teach others how to become a part of His Kingdom.
Read The Book — it is Truth.

Unfortunately the bottom line is that we live in a physical world with many
comforts and so we dislike doing anything that will invite discomfort. We enjoy
our place in the Kingdom and are happy that God has allowed us to be in it.
But the fact remains that most of our co-workers, many of our relatives and
most of our neighbors are outside the Kingdom. It’s easy to rationalize that the
reason they’re not in the Kingdom is by their own choice and we’re therefore

us in the Scriptures, would have no meaning. God would simply welcome all
into His Kingdom who did no more than have a desire to be a part of it.
Matthew 7:21-23 clearly tells us that is not the case.

“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.
Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in
thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done
many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” (KJV)

It is probably safe to assume that those who hold approaches that are not according
to God’s Word nevertheless believe their approach is acceptable to Him. The
Bible is very specific concerning how we are to become citizens in God’s
Kingdom. The fact that so many refuse to accept His Word on that subject should
impress upon each of us the importance of the marching orders Christ gave to
those of us who are members of His Kingdom.

“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, ‘All power is given unto
me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you...’”(Matthew 28:18-20 KJV)

These instructions given to us as soldiers and members of the Kingdom, are
eternally essential to the lost who sincerely believe they are doing what they
need to do to spend eternity in the Kingdom of Heaven. Many don’t realize they
must be added to (Acts 2:47) the Kingdom by God while they are on this earth.
The lost world doesn’t accept that the Scriptures clearly teach that only citizens
of the earthly Kingdom will be delivered to the Father at the end of time to
dwell forever in the heavenly Kingdom.
According to the above marching orders our daunting assignment as Christians is
to expand His Kingdom on this earth. Unfortunately our human nature leads us to
attempt to make that task as easy as possible — thereby appeasing any guilt we
may feel for failing to confront so great a responsibility. A common tactic being
employed by some Christians today is to make that task easier by compromising
God’s requirements for entry into His Kingdom. Although the Bible gives very
specific instructions as to what one must do in order to be added to the Church
by God some are redefining those specific instructions. They are changing the
Scriptural requirements for entry by teaching that the Kingdom is more inclusive
than the Scriptures allow. Christians can not redefine God’s instructions. We are
required to place exclusive confidence in the Bible to provide us with the only
God authorized method of entry into His Kingdom. The most reliable way of
determining exactly what God has authorized is to ask the question; “what did
those in the Bible do in order to be added to the Kingdom?” Acts chapter 2 give
a very specific answer to that question. If we choose to instruct others (or allowpage 2 page 3continued on page 3 continued on page 4


