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“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Witches, Witchcraft, Wicca, Sorcery And The Occult

“ 9When you enter the land which the Lord your God gives you, you shall
not learn to imitate the detestable things of those nations. 10There shall
not be found among you anyone ... who uses divination, one who practices
witchcraft, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, 11or one who casts a
spell, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead. 12For who-
ever does these things is detestable to the Lord;...” (Deut.18:9-12 NASB)

“Mor eover the workers with familiar spirits, and the wizards, and the
images, and the idols, and all the abominations that were spied in the
land of Judah and in Jerusalem, did Josiah put away, that he might
perform the words of the law which were written in the book that
Hilkiah the priest found in the house of the Lord.” (II Kings 23:24 KJV)

“And when they say to you, ‘Seek those who are mediums and wizards,
who whisper and mutter,’ should not a people seek their God? Should
they seek the dead on behalf of the living?” (Isaiah 8:19 NKJV)

“I will destroy your witchcraft and you will no longer cast spells.”
(Micah 5:12 NIV) 

“A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall
surely be put to death: they shall stone them with stones:...” (Lev. 20:27 KJV)

“Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards,
to be defiled by them ...” (Leviticus 19:31 KJV)

Witchcraft was openly practiced in Old Testament times and it was still rampant
in the days of the early church. The New Testament tells us of Simon the sorcerer
(Acts 8:9-11); Elymas the sorcerer (Acts 13:6-11); The girl at Philippi (Acts
16:16-19); the Jewish exorcists, the seven sons of Sceva, and many in the city
of Ephesus (Acts 19:13-18). Throughout the Scriptures, activities involving the
occult are strictly forbidden. The occult can not exist in harmony with God.

We can see from the verses above that God has much to say about those who
associate themselves with any form of sorcery, necromancy (communicating
with the spirits of the dead), wizardry, fortune telling, witchcraft, etc. God
emphatically condemns all such associations. They are detestable in His sight
and will “defile” those who seek after them.
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We stated earlier in this article that a Christian should question who (or what) is
the supernatural force that is being “called on” by these occult practices. No
child of God would doubt the fact that God certainly has the power to cause
events to happen that are well beyond the realm of human comprehension. The
Scriptures are very clear however that Satan and his demons also have powers.

“For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall show signs and
wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even the elect.” (Mark 13:22 KJV)

“They are spirits of demons performing miraculous signs, and they go
out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them for the battle on the
great day of God Almighty.” (Revelation 16:14 NIV)

“No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.”
(II Cor. 11:14 NASB)

Speaking of the fall of Babylon, God challenged the people to see if the power
of their sorcerers and astrologers was greater than the power of God.

“Keep on, then, with your magic spells and with your many sorceries,
which you have labored at since childhood. Perhaps you will succeed,
perhaps you will cause terror. All the counsel you have received has
only worn you out! Let your astrologers come forward, those stargazers
who make predictions month by month, let them save you from what is
coming upon you. Surely they are like stubble;the fire will burn them up.
They cannot even save themselves from the power of the flame...”
(Isaiah 47:12-14 NIV)

John Edward, author and host of Crossing Overhas gained great recognition with
his seemingly amazing conversations with the dead. Even many Christians have
marveled at his uncanny displays. But as Christians, who know the Word of God
and understand that Satan possesses great powers, perhaps we should not so much
doubt what appears to be such an amazing supernatural phenomena, but rather
question just who (or what) is the supernatural force that he calls upon to
demonstrate such wonders. Knowing the Word of God would definitelytell us
that his occult practices are detestable to God. What other supernatural force is
there that has such great ability to deceive even the elect?

“The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and
follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.” (I Tim. 4:1 NIV)

Christians must take very seriously the power of Satan in our society and take
every precaution to not participate in any activities that are rooted in the occult.
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The first review we’ll look at is for the book — 
Spellcraft for teens: a magickal guide to writing & casting spellsby
Rain, Gwinevere, (1984 -
Review — “Written by a real teen witch, this guide to Wiccan magick
for teens contains 55 chants and incantations and provides a 12-step
guide to casting a magick circle. Also included are an in-depth look at
the moon phases and the magical properties of colors, herbs, and
charms.... Written when the author was only 16 years old, (this book)
serves as a young person's guide to Wicca.   ...the book also advises
teens on such matters as how to ‘come out of the broom closet’and tell
parents and close friends about being Wiccan.

Now a portion of the review for — 
Where To Park Your Broomstick: ATeen’s Guide To Witchcraft by Lauren Manoy
Review — “...The bulk of the work deals with rituals, tools, principles,
devotions, holidays, celebrations, and (positive) spells. ...Potential
teenage witches are urged to introduce family and friends to their
beliefs gently and gradually. They are reminded to respect house rules
such as not lighting candles if this is not allowed by parents. Some of the
practices mentioned, such as jumping and yelling into the wind during a
lively storm and leaving bowls of water on the window sill to gather
moon rays, might cause parental concern.... Basic meditation techniques
are described, as are a few techniques of divination. Advice, elucidation
of the text, and personal experiences from four teenage Wiccans, ages
13 to 17, appear in shaded boxes. ... Web sites and contact information
for organizations such as the ACLU and ‘The Witches League for
Public Awareness’are included in relevant chapters; more sites and lists
of ‘correspondences’for ‘magickal’connections are appended....”

We could go on and on with this list but the point is obvious. Playing with the
occult is not harmless!! Our society today is overflowing with neo-pagan religions.
A check of the Dictionary defines “neo-paganism” this way.

“Any of various religious movements arising chiefly in the United Kingdom
and the United States in the late 20th century that combine worship of
pagan nature deities, particularly of the earth, with benign witchcraft.”

BENIGN ????? — witchcraft????? How could any child of God who takes the
Scriptures seriously really think that anyassociation with sorcery or witchcraft can
possibly be benign???? Witchcraft is “detestable” to God (Deut. 18:12).Sorcerers
and wizards were to be stoned to death (Lev. 20:27). Occult practices are forbidden
by God.

The Dictionary defines “occult” this way.
“Of, relating to, or dealing with supernatural influences, agencies, or
phenomena. Beyond the realm of human comprehension; inscrutable.”

In recent times the influence of the New Age Movement on our society has popu-
larized many occult practices. For example, New Age has glamorized the use of
crystals for just about any occult purpose one can imagine. Simply clutching a
crystal or even wearing beads of certain colors or stones is said to have the power
to transform lives, heal physical and emotional illness or change the mood of the
one wearing such objects. Any christian striving to please God should question
just where such “power” would come from? It obviously would have to be of a
supernatural nature. So who (or what) is this powerful force that is being “called
upon” since God has condemned such activities? We just read in Isaiah 8:19 that
the Scriptures question why anyone would call upon any power other than their
God. Yet many christians are unwittingly “sucked into” such occult practices.

Christians must stay alert to the subtle infiltration of the occult into their lives as
well as the lives of their children. Parents who strive to raise their children in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord should be alarmed by the recent highly
successful marketing of all sorts of subtle occult information into the minds of
their children. Many popular children’s books describe in detail and instill an
unhealthy interestin occult practices. There is currently an all out attack by
Satan to make society in general (and perhaps especially Christians) feel comfortable
with the occultby a persistent effort to gradually introduce what is promoted as
“harmless” materials and practices. A trip to the local bookstore or library reveals
numerousbooks involving such things as witchcraft, sorcery and an increasingly
popular interest in the Wicca Religion — particularly by teens and pre-teens
who have had their interest piqued by what is being promoted as “harmless.”

Wicca trains its members to become witches and teaches them to practice “The
Craft” by casting spells and curses and using incantations, potions and amulets.
Curious youngsters who type “wicca” into a popular search engine on their computer
will bring up over 4 million sites — including “Wicca for Beginners,” “Welcome
to the Church and School of Wicca,” “The Spell Shop” and millions just like those.
It is an extremelyshort step for the impressionablemind of a youngster to move
from fantasy stories involving occult practices to a dangerous curiosity of the real.

A youngster who might become curious about real sorcery or spells might check
The Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County. A quick on line search
of that resource quickly displays titles such as —

• Wicca love spells (in the “Juvenile” section)
• Spellcraft for teens: a magickal guide to writing & casting spells
(in the “Teen” section)

• Everything you need to know about Wicca (“Teen” section)
• Goddess in my pocket: simple spells, charms, potions and chants to
get you everything you want (“Any Age” section)

• Where to park your broomstick: A teen’s guide to witchcraft (“Teen” section)
While it’s quite obvious what the content of such titles might include, we thought you
might find it interesting to read a portion of the reviews on a couple of these titles.

page 2 page 3continued on next page


