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More On Witches, Witchcraft, Wicca, Sorcery And The Occult

Before we continue on with this discussion, it might be good to note that there
is obviously a great difference between the magic tricks we see on television or
in a live performance and what we are referring to in these articles. Magicians
who seem to make animals, objects or humans appear or disappear from under a
cloth or move to some other location are generally not engaging in an occult
practice. Magic such as that is done for entertainment and is nothing more than
slight of hand skill. There is no supernatural power being called upon to perform
such tricks. Those who have developed such skills have done so through many
hours of practice and the techniques they employ are completely within the
realm of natural law. We could all understand exactly how it was done if the
entertainer chose to explain it to us. Any feat or trick, no matter how amazing it
may be, that is accomplished by using natural law is not the occult. Appealing
to spirits or supernatural forces other than the one true God is the occult and
that is forbidden by God. (See the previous issue of Diligencefor Scriptures)

Now, on with our discussion — perhaps you noticed that the second book
review that was included in the previous issue of Diligencecontained the word
“positive” in parentheses before the word “spell.” That was part of the review
— we didn’t add it. Many of those who practice witchcraft believe that there is
“white magic” and “black magic.” Black magic is practiced with an intention to
bring harm to someone while white magic is to bring good fortune. The general
lesson that is very subtly infiltrating our society as well as the minds of our
children is that witchcraft and sorcery is only wrong if it is used to bring harm
to others — otherwise it is acceptable and even a good thing. For Christians
however, the question remains — who (or what) is the source of the power
being called upon? The source of the power being called onis what makes practicing
any form of the occult wrong. There is no difference between sorcery used for
good purposes and sorcery used for bad purposes. Appealing to any spirit or
supernatural force other than God is practicing the occult.

There are numerous references in the Bible to the use of occult practices. In the
previous issue of Diligence, we looked at just a few Scriptures that directly
addressed the use of witchcraft, sorcery, etc.. In one of those instances (Acts
13:8-10) Paul called Elymas (a sorcerer) “son of the devil” and “enemy of all
righteousness”(NASB). Another interesting story involving magic is in the book
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as being about a Fairy Godmother whose white magic fought against the evil of
black magic. See the difference? It’s the focal point.

Some sources claim that one of the fastest growing religions (in terms of percentages)
is Wicca — a neo-pagan religion that teaches witchcraft. Since probably half of
Wiccans are solitary practitioners who do not belong to a coven, it’s very difficult
to accurately count their number. Their greatestappeal is to teen and pre-teen
girls, although boys are definitely becoming more and more of a target.

So why all the fuss and information about witches, witchcraft, Wicca and the
Occult? Because there are many good Christian parents that have no idea they are
allowing their children to “play around” with something that is not as much
fantasyas they may think it is.Involvement with the occult among young people
is becoming very real. Most teens and pre teens probably know of youngsters in
their school who display the signs of involvement with the occult — perhaps an
obsession with wearing all black or Gothic style clothing, or only wears silver
jewelry (gold is considered a Christian metal), or draws Satanic symbols on
their hands or other parts of their body (pentagrams, stars, half-moons etc.), or
has an excessive interest in horror movies, or shopping at stores catering to occult
(or the “Dark Side”) style of clothing (Hot Topic, etc), or listens only to black
metal or heavy metal music groups with occult lyrics, symbols or references to
occult worship, or paints their fingernails black, or grows the fingernails of the
left hand longer than the right hand (the left side of body represents evil), or
uses less and less light and more and more candles, or writes backwards or writes
parts of the Satanic alphabet on their notebooks — or any number of warning signs
that might at the very least, indicatean unhealthy interest in things of the occult.

Parents must monitor current trends among the youth. Some are just that, a trend
or a fad. But some are much deeper and have the potential of doing permanent
damage to the minds and beliefs of our children. The vulnerable mind of teens
and pre-teens is susceptible to nudging in all sorts of directions. It’s up to parents
to see that the direction is toward God and not toward the occult.

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to
be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them
when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie
down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and
bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the door frames of your
houses and on your gates.” (Deuteronomy 6:5-9 NIV)
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There are probably none among us who would not quickly denounce the worship
of Satan. Yet when we think back on this subject of witches, witchcraft and sorcery
and realize that if God is not the source of power being called on, the only logical
conclusion is that the power comes from Satan and his angels.

“And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil,
and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the
earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” (Revelation 12:9 KJV)

Why would Christians who have Christ as their mediator (I Timothy 2:5) to an
all powerful God want to associate themselves in any way with anything that
teaches, shows approval of or demonstrates that Satan can be called upon
instead of God? When there is a fascination with those things that involve the
occult, does that not risk and in fact encourage drawing more and more near to
Satan? Is that something that Christians should want to do or that Christian parents
should want their children to do?

Perhaps all of this alarm sounds a bit “over the edge” concerning an increase in
the comfort level that our society is currently experiencing with the occult.
Some might say, “those things have always been around us. What about the
Fairy Godmother in the story of Cinderella? What about the Wicked Witch of
the West in the Wizard of Oz? — and Glenda? — and the TV series
Bewitched?” That’s true. There have for many years been children’s stories that
included witches and “casting spells.” Little girls even dress up like witches for
Halloween. While there are some who argue that even these kinds of things are
not appropriate for youngsters, there remain several differences in the way that
witchcraft has been handled in the past and the way that it is now depicted.
Sorcery and witchcraft today is presented with remarkableaccuracy to the real
art of witchcraft. The closest attention is paid to every detail to assure that the
fantasy is completely accurate to “The Craft.” The “real” is so skillfully inter-
twined with the fantasy that it is almost certain to stir a natural curiosity to
investigate the real. Today’s extremely realistic representation, detailed instruction
for execution of the Art and general portrayal of sorcery and witchcraft is far
beyondanything that has ever been introduced to youngsters in the past.

Yet another difference between what one, by comparisonmight call an innocent
portrayal of sorcery in the past as compared to its portrayal today is the emphasis
of the story lines themselves. Rather than the witchcraft being an incident within
the story, the witchcraft is the story. Without the sorcery, there is no story. It is
the focal point. The reader or movie goer is drawn in to involving him or her
self with the sorcery rather than being drawn in to some other plot that included
scattered instances of sorcery or magic. While this may not seem like such a big
difference, young inquisitive and imaginative minds tends to hang on to the most
conspicuous or prevalent mental picture drawn for them. For example, we think
of Cinderella as the story of a poor and mistreated young lady being given an
opportunity to be swept away by a handsome prince. We don’t think of the story

of Exodus, beginningat chapter 7. That account tells of Pharaoh's sorcerers and
magicians attempting to duplicate — with their “enchantments”(KJV) — the
miracles that Moses and Aaron performed as they brought the plagues on Egypt.
As we read those chapters, we learn that the sorcerers were — for awhile —
somewhat able to keep up with Moses. But in chapter 8, verse 19, the sorcerers
acknowledged that the power they had was no match for the power of God.

“Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, ‘This is the finger of God.’”

In I Samuel 28:4-8, we read about Saul’s encounter with the woman at Endor
who was a medium.

“The Philistines assembled and came and set up camp at Shunem, while
Saul gathered all the Israelites and set up camp at Gilboa. When Saul
saw the Philistine army, he was afraid; terror filled his heart. He
inquired of the Lord, but the Lord did not answer him by dreams or
Urim or prophets. Saul then said to his attendants, ‘Find me a woman
who is a medium, so I may go and inquire of her.’ ‘There is one in
Endor,’ they said. So Saul disguised himself, putting on other clothes,
and at night he and two men went to the woman. ‘Consult a spirit for
me,’he said, ‘and bring up for me the one I name.’” (NIV)

We’ll not take the space here to discuss the details of that story since that isn’t
the focus for this issue but in I Chronicles 10:13-14 we find these words.

“Saul died because he was unfaithful to the Lord ; he did not keep the
word of the Lord and even consulted a medium for guidance, and did
not inquire of the Lord. So the Lord put him to death...” (NIV)

We could go on and on with references in the Word that speak of the evils of
associating with occult practices. II Chronicles 33:6 tells us that Menessah
“practiced sorcery, divination and witchcraft, and consulted mediums and
spiritists. He did much evil in the eyes of the Lord , provoking Him to anger”
(NIV). I Samuel 15:23 parallels witchcraft to “rebellion” against God.
Deuteronomy 18:9-14 states that all forms of occult practices are “detestable”
to God. II Kings 17:17 tells us that those who engaged in divination and
enchantments “sold themselves to do evil” in the eyes of the Lord. We read in
the previous issue that Leviticus 19:31 states that seeking after mediums and
wizards will “defile” those who do so.

Surely, those who seek to please God should be convinced from His Word that
all forms of the occult are clearly condemned by Him. Those who have accepted
Christ as their Lord and Savior are complete in Christ and will not belittle that
completeness by involving themselves in activities that place sorcery, wizardry,
witchcraft, etc. in a favorable light.

“For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and you have
been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority.”
(Colossians 2:8-10 NIV)
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