
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Unity? — On Whose Terms?

In the previous issue of Diligencewe discussed some things that God can not
do. One of the points made in that issue was that the Scriptures very clearly
state that God can not lie (Heb. 6:18; Titus 1:2). Yet persistent denial of that
Scriptural truth remains at the core of most current day efforts being made to
create unity among the many denominations in existence today.

There’s a great deal of effort being spent today defining God’s love for man on
the basis of who He would accept into heaven. The approach is something like this:
“Surely a loving God will not send someone to Hell simply because they weren’t
baptized in the same way that the early Christians were in Acts.” This comment is
usually followed by the accusation that it is legalistic to claim that baptism is an
essentialelement in accepting God’s terms for entrance into the kingdom. The
accusation continues with the admonition that those who insist that baptism is
necessary are holding to an arrogant position and attempting to inflict their belief
on others who simply “see things differently.” Taking a firm stand on this conviction
is therefore blamed for making it impossible to have unity among “believers.”

The Scriptures clearly state that remission of sins through baptism is crucial to our
being accepted into the kingdom of heaven. It’s not a pleasant thought to believe
that many very good, God fearing people might miss heaven due to a lack of
knowledge or because of their unwillingness to accept God’s Words. It is a
pleasant thought to believe that everyone who is sincere and says “Lor d, Lord shall
enter the kingdom of heaven” but the verse actually says “Not every one that saith
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;... (Matt. 7:21 KJV).
Unity can not be had separate and apart from an acceptance of God’s terms.

Let’s consider for a moment whether or not God might be willing — or has the
power — to changethe terms of pardon revealed to mankind in the Scriptures.
Remember we stated in the previous issue of Diligence that even though God
might wantto do certain things, His great and almighty power is limited by certain
factors. Would it be consistent with the nature of God to clearly state in His
Inspired Word that the terms of pardon include baptism and then changethose
terms to accommodate individuals who refuse to accept what He saidwas required?
Would that be “going back on His Word”? Would that be lying? Can God lie?

From cover to cover the Word of God tells a story of fallen man and God’s plan
of salvation for that fallen being. From the beginning, His Word tells about how
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did not make it so. The adopted child was not a joint heir to the estate. The spec-
ified process required by the authorities to be a joint heir had not been completed.

We become adopted children — and joint heirs with God’s own Son, Jesus — at
the timewe put on Christ in the water of baptism. That is the specified process. Our
adoption as heirs to the kingdom does not come about because other joint heirs
sayit is so, or because we live with siblings as if we were joint heirs, or because
we claim our relationship is real and legal. Our adoption becomes real when we
complete what is asked of us by the Sovereign Authority — in this case God.

We have no problem reciting the answer given to the first followers when they
recognized their sin and asked the Apostles, “men and brethren what shall we
do?” (Acts 2:37) Is our sin today any less an offense to God? Why would we
think God would allow us to come into his kingdom without following the same
instructions that were given to those very first Christians?

For the sake of having unity, many Christians today are attempting to change
the way of salvation that is clearly spelled out in Scripture. The unrelenting effort
to create unity among various denominations is making it necessary to relax the
Sovereign Authority’s specified process that allows us to be “joint heirs with
Christ” and “heirs according to the promise.”

We like to think of terms like obedient, believing, trusting and assured as appro-
priate words when describing Christians who take the Word of God to mean
what it says. As we share the Gospel with a lost world, take courage that the
same thing that made Christians in Acts makes Christians today. The rules didn’t
change. God keeps His Word. Our inheritance is assured as long as we have
followed the specified process described by the Sovereign Authority — God.

Unity among the many “Christian” groups can come about only when the terms
of unity provided by God Himself are accepted by those desiring such unity. The
requirements for adoption are clear. Those who choose to overlook the specified
act of being buried in the watery grave of baptism (for the sake of what they call
unity) cannot be joint heirs with Christ to the kingdom. Acceptance of other
believers who claim it to be so does not make it so. We have no authority to
redefine God’s nature in order to accommodate the need for an exception to His
plan of salvation so that there can be unity among various denominations.

As hard as it is to do in the world today, we must fulfill the direct and specific
command of Jesus to take the authentic messageof salvation to the lost justas it is
delivered to us in God’s Word. We must not alter it for the sake of unity. We simply
don’t have the authority to do that. Unity must be on God’s terms, not ours.
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let us use a modern day example. Let’s compare our adoption process as joint
heirs with Christ to the kingdom of heaven with the process of legally adopting
a child in today’s world. A couple deciding to pursue the adoption of a child in a
particular state can be sure that a certain, specific process will be required. The
process might vary from state to state, depending on what the authorities of that
state prescribe, but it would be essential to complete the specific legal process
according to the laws of the particular state in which the adoption took place.
Otherwise, that adoption would not be recognized by the authorities. Let’s for
the sake of this discussion, say that one of the requirements for the adoption to
proceed was that the child being adopted had to have a blood test completed.
However, the child’s custodial parents refuseto have the blood test done. They
see no reason why it should be an essential element for the adoption even though
that’s what the authorities require. The state however, will not proceed with the
adoption process unless that requirement is met. The process is interrupted and the
adoption is never finalized because all of the requirements were not completed.

Now, again, for sake of this discussion, let’s suppose the adoptive parents came
to the custodial parents and stated that they would be willing to ignore that
particular requirement. They too, believe it to be nothing more than a silly legal
formality. They all agree to simply place the child in the care of the adoptive
parents and proceed as if everything was legally in order. So the child and
his/her belongings are moved to the new home. Everyone involved with the
process (exceptthe authorities) agreed that it was not a big deal.

The child grows into adulthood accepting that the parents by whom he/she is
being raised are in fact his/her legal parents. They live happily for many years
and the adopted child grows up right along with the couple’s natural born children.
There are never any questions asked or inquiries made about the actual adoption
process and whether or not all the requirements had been completed.

Years pass and eventually the parents pass away. Much to the amazement of all of
the siblings, a sizable fortune is left in the estate. The will is read and the natural
born children and the adopted child are all named as heirs. Some challenges
however are made by relatives but the judge explains that the problem can be easily
solved. Each of the children need only produce the proof that they are indeed
either a natural born or a legally adopted heir of the deceased parents. The natural
born children produce their birth certificates and the adopted child learns that no
legal adoption ever existed to prove he/she was qualified to be a joint heir along
with the natural children named in the will. The situation is appealed to the courts
but because of the nature of the challenges made to the will the authorities must
have proof. The brothers and sisters testify that they believed all of their lives that
the adopted sibling was a legal child of the father and mother. But the fact that the
adopted child lived asa legally adopted child and all of those involved (exceptthe
authorities who had originally determined the requirements) believedit to be so,

Christ would come to the earth and become the only sacrifice capable of providing
a way for sin to no longer be a barrier between fallen man and God. Jesus Christ
would be the perfect Lamb of God that would be sacrificed once, and for all times
for the purpose of providing a way for fallen man to be saved (Heb. 9:12-28).
Almost anyone in the USAcan recite the words, “For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son…”The sacrifice of Jesus on the cross was
real and the salvation established becauseof that sacrifice is real.

“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6 KJV)

Scripture states that Christ is “theway” not “a way.” If Jesus is “theway” and
in His’ own words told His followers to —

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I have commanded you:...” (Matt. 28:19-20 KJV)

What otherway does He say there is?

The Scriptures are very clear that the early Christians were baptized for the forgive-
ness of sins.That very same act of salvation gives us forgiveness of sins and allows
us to become adopted children of God through the blood of Jesus Christ. As a result
of that adoption process, we become joint heirs with Christ to the kingdom of
heaven. Without completing the adoption process, we are not joint heirs with Christ.

“...In love He predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus
Christ,...” (Ephesians 1:4-5 NIV)

“The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of
God, and if children, then heirs — heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified
together” (Romans 8:16-17 NKJV)

“ 26For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 27For as
many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
...29And if ye be Christ's, then are yeAbraham's seed, and heirs according
to the promise.” (Gal 3:26-27 and 29 KJV)

In our day-to-day world we readily accept the laws established by the authorities
of our land. We don’t question the fact that we stop on a red light and go on a
green. Yet when it comes to something as important as our souls, many people
challenge God’s authority by expecting Him to make exceptions so that there can
be unity among “believers.” Agreeing to unity without accepting God’s terms for
that unity is asking God to make exceptions to the plan that He so clearly laid
out for mankind. It is asking God to admit that He lied about what He said is
required to be a joint heir to His eternal kingdom along with His Son.

To better illustrate the point that we shouldn’t expect God to make exceptions
when it comes to what is required for us to become “joint heirs with Christ...”,
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