
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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What Does God Expect? ...and a couple of othertidbits
This issue of Diligence is quite different from the previous ones. It contains a
variety of thoughts — some of which are intended to be humorous with serious
overtones. But most of which are extremely serious and from God’s Word.

What Does God Expect of Those Who Ar e His?
(In God’s Own Words)

The Character of Those Who May Dwell with the Lord:

“Lor d, who may enter your Temple?
Who may worship on Zion, Your sacred hill?
Those who obey God in everything and always do what is right,
Whose words are true and sincere, and who do not slander others.
They do no wrong to their friends nor spread rumors about their neighbors.
They despise those whom the Lord rejects, but honor those who obey

the Lord.
They always do what they promise, no matter how much it may cost.
They make loans without charging interest and cannot be bribed to

testify against the innocent.
Whoever does these things will always be secure.” (Psalm 15 TEV)

Hear and Do the Word

“My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen,
slow to speak and slow to become angry, for man's anger does not bring
about the righteous life that God desires. Therefore, get rid of all moral
filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted
in you, which can save you. Do not merely listen to the word, and so
deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but
does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror
and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what
he looks like. But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that
gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has
heard, but doing it — he will be blessed in what he does. If anyone
considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his
tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless. Religion that
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“All you need is love.” (The Gospel according to The Beatles)

“Each one, yea every one, shall go to heaven, for there is not now, nor
shalt there ever be a hell causing eternal punishment. For the Creator
of all things shall punish no one.” (Ya’ think? 7:15)

“Thou shalt have no need to ever repent of thy sins.” (II Opinions 3:5)

“Confess that Jesus is Lord and thou shalt be saved with no further
effort or action whatsoever.” (II Book of Errors1:1)

“Thou shalt have no need to ever discern truth from error.”
(I Opinions 5:3)
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On the 25th of June it will be exactly 6 months until Christmas.
Perhaps we should consider this “Letter To Santa” in plenty of time
to do our “shopping.”

A Secret Letter To Santa

As in past years, I would like a new car (sports, of course). A set of
golf clubs, three pair of B.V.D.’s, a few new ties, a new radio and all
the usual items a worthy person such as myself should have.

All kidding aside, there are a few things I do really need. Please
send a large dose of understanding of others, a years supply of
patience, three dozeninoculations to be used as needed to create
“lock jaw” when I feel the urge to tell someone off, one pair of rose
colored glasses (as you know, I’m a diehard realist), three hundred
sixty-five “be honest with yourself pills.” And one pair of binoculars
so I can see the forest for the trees. And last but not least, if you can
only provide one present, please bring me an inexhaustible supply of
humility spiced with commitment to serve others, and not my own
selfishdesires, because I know this is my purpose.

Thank you in advance. I can almost sense your answer to my letter.

Sincerely,

You Know Who

“Diligence” is a privately funded publication of:
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Be A Watchman Over The House Of Israel (The Church)

"Son of man, speak to your countrymen and say to them: 'When I bring
the sword against a land, and the people of the land choose one of their
men and make him their watchman, and he sees the sword coming
against the land and blows the trumpet to warn the people, then if anyone
hears the trumpet but does not take warning and the sword comes and
takes his life, his blood will be on his own head. Since he heard the
sound of the trumpet but did not take warning, his blood will be on his
own head. If he had taken warning, he would have saved himself. But if
the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet to
warn the people and the sword comes and takes the life of one of them,
that man will be taken away because of his sin, but I will hold the
watchman accountable for his blood. Son of man, I have made you a
watchman for the house of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give
them warning from me. When I say to the wicked, 'O wicked man, you
will surely die,' and you do not speak out to dissuade him from his ways,
that wicked man will die for his sin, and I will hold you accountable for
his blood. But if you do warn the wicked man to turn from his ways and
he does not do so, he will die for his sin, but you will have saved yourself.
(Ezekiel 33:2-9 NIV)

Summing Up the Matter

“Not only was the Teacher wise, but also he imparted knowledge to the
people. He pondered and searched out and set in order many proverbs.
The Teacher searched to find just the right words, and what he wrote
was upright and true. The words of the wise are like goads, their collected
sayings like firmly embedded nails given by one Shepherd. Be warned,
my son, of anything in addition to them. Of making many books there is
no end, and much study wearies the body. Now all has been heard; here
is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments,
for this is the whole duty of man. For God will bring every deed into
judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil.
(Ecclesiastes 12:9-14 NASB)

And Now For A Bit Of Humor With Very Serious Overtones

A Few Books and Verses You Won’t Find in the Bible

“He that believeth is instantly saved and should then be baptized.”
(II Rebel 2:5)

“Whatsoever thou thinketh to be right, is right.”(I Believe I’m God 7:6)

God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after
orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being
polluted by the world.” (James 1:19-27 NIV)

Obey The Greatest Commandment

“When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they
came together, and one of them, a teacher of the Law, tried to trap Him
with a question. ‘Teacher,’ he asked, ‘which is the greatest commandment
in the Law?’Jesus answered, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’This is the greatest
and most important commandment. The second most important
commandment is like it. ‘Love your neighbor as you love yourself.’
The whole Law of Moses and the teachings of the prophets depend on
these two commandments.” (Matthew 22:34-40 TEV)

Follow The Golden Rule

"But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.
Whoever hits you on the cheek, offer him the other also; and whoever
takes away your coat, do not withhold your shirt from him either. Give
to everyone who asks of you, and whoever takes away what is yours, do
not demand it back. Treat others the same way you want them to treat
you. If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even
sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those who do good
to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.
(Luke 6:27-33 NASB)

The Conduct Of A Christian

“But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently
labor among you, and have charge over you in the Lord and give you
instruction, and that you esteem them very highly in love because of
their work. Live in peace with one another. We urge you, brethren,
admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be
patient with everyone. See that no one repays another with evil for evil,
but always seek after that which is good for one another and for all
people. Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks;
for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit;
do not despise prophetic utterances. But examine everything carefully;
hold fast to that which is good; abstain from every form of evil.
(I Thessalonians 5:12-22 NASB)
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