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Stewardship of the Highest Order

How many sermons have you heard concerning stewardship over the years? If
you’re like most Christians you’ve received a dose here and there. When the topic
of stewardship comes up — what is the usual focus of the discussion? Does it
come up when the annual budget for the congregation is about to be approved
and there is a need for each member to rededicate themselves to giving — giving
an amount that will collectively meet the needs that have been proposed? Or
perhaps the subject of stewardship is introduced when a special situation arises
that involves some specific need. It is determined that additional money is needed
for a special cause and so we are encouraged to be good stewards and provide
whatever additional funds are needed to meet the requirement. Occasionally,
sermons on the subject of stewardship are directed toward the skills we possess
and we are encouraged to become users of those skills or talents in the Lord’s
work. In summary, whenever stewardship is the topic, the focus is generally on
either our monies or our talents.

In this article we are going to focus on an aspect of stewardship that is even more
important than our money and our talents. This aspect of stewardship is the greatest
responsibility that Almighty God entrusts to our care. While it isn’t money, it does
involve money. While it’s not our talents, it does involve our talents. Thisaspect
of stewardship is the responsibility we have to properly handle the peoplethat God
entrusts to our care. Stewardship of people entrusted to us is of eternalconsequence.
All too frequently however, its importance is relegated to a lower place somewhere
behind the stewardship of our money and talents — both of which are temporary
and given to us only for a short time for use in this temporal world.

Our stewardship of people could include relatives, brothers and sisters in Christ,
and those whom we might have an opportunity to influence toward Christ. But,
even more important than these, the single greatest responsibilityentrusted to us
by God for good stewardship is that of our own children. That responsibility
will be the focus of this article.

The way children are handled in the world today is shameful. Many people are
unhappy until they have children and then they’re unhappy until they’re “rid” of
them so they can once again have the freedom they had before the children came
along. Too many parents can hardly wait until they’re able to do everything they
did prior to the birth of their children. It’s as if they feel they are “missing out on
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understand how very special they are to parents. After all, God is God the Father.
Parents are an earthly representation of a heavenly God and should act as such.
Children learn a lot about God from the behavior of their parents. They either
learn that God is compassionate, understanding and always there to lean on or
they learn that He is not. They should learn that God expects only what they are
capable of giving — nothing more, nothing less. Weare so special to God that
Jesus died for us. Should parents not be willing to sacrifice a lot of their own
wants, comforts and desires to demonstrate a similar love for their children? How
will the children understand the love of God if they determine that they are
somewhere in second, third or lower place in value to their parents? (Notice we
are using the words “wants” and “desires,” not “necessities.” Necessities is not
at all what we are referring to inanyway throughout this entire article).

The third obvious Biblical thought admonishes fathers (who should be the head
of the home) to not be sodemanding and strict that their children are exasperated.

“Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the
training and instruction of the Lord.”(Ephesians 6:4 NIV))

Parents must consider how very patient God is with us and apply that same
patience with children. Often times, the very thing that parents use in an attempt
to teach children such things as work ethic or responsibility actually can work
against the goal rather than help achieve the goal. Children that have had their
“nose held to the grindstone” for as long as they can remember, may very likely
be so relievedwhen they are given the opportunity to be away from such pressure,
that they become slothful as soon as the “parental driving force” is not there. That
time may be when they go away to college or perhaps when they begin their own
family. That could possibly be the first time they feel that they aren’t being
pressured to behave as adults — so they don’t. Saddling youngsters too early
with too much stress of adult-like responsibilities may only exasperate them.

So is there a fine line between spoiling and exasperating. Yes!!! Definitely!!! But
parents mustwalk that fine line. A few key factors that might assist in doing that
successfully could include timely and appropriate discipline, quality andquantity
time with their children, an unselfish willingness to sacrifice huge amounts of
time and money and an intense and genuine interest in their children’s interests.

The outcome of raising children never comes with a guarantee — no matter what
parents do or don’t do. What is important is that parents never feel the need to look
back and say “we couldhave done it differently.” If we give it everything we’ve
got while God gives us the chance, then no matter what the outcome, we can look
back and say “we did the very bestwe could” and let God take it from there.
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subject — most of us recognize that the older a car is, the more maintenance it
requires. But parents are oftenheard saying about their 8 or 9 year old child;
“Oh, she can microwave her own dinner, she doesn’t need me to do things for
her, she’s old enough to take care of herself.” Parents who think that way might
be wise to realize that children approaching difficult teen and pre-teen years
probably require more “maintenance” than they might have at 6 or 7 years old).

So, what is good stewardship as it relates to children and bringing them “up in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” There are several obviousBiblical
thoughts that immediately come to the mind of Christian parents. The first of
those thoughts is that God knew their child before theydid.

“ Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest
forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet
unto the nations.” (Jeremiah 1:5 KJV)

God spoke these words to his prophet Jeremiah. If God had these plans for
Jeremiah before he was even born, who knows what might be God’s purpose for
the child He entrusts to us with the expectation that we will be a good steward
of that precious eternal being. Every individual is special in God’s sight and He
expects us to do everything in our power to be a good steward of His gift to us.

The second obvious Biblical thought that comes to the mind of Christian parents
is that they are to instruct their children in the way of the Lord

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be upon
your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you
sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and
when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on
your foreheads. Write them on the door frames of your houses and on
your gates.” (Deuteronomy 6: 4-9 NIV)

Notice in the reading above that the instruction covers the span of an entire day
— not just a few minutes in the morning and a few hours at night. Children
should learn from a very early age that they have an extremely high value to the
parents — value that exceedsthe parents desire for more and more material
“things” or fancier and more luxurious cars to drive or bigger and better homes
to live in or more expensive and extravagant vacations to take (which with some
parents does not includethe children) or perhaps even a bigger and bigger 401k
that will be able to continue to provide the lavish vacations and indulgent
lifestyle that parents desire to maintain during their retirement years. Parents
must constantly evaluate and monitor the message that is being silently relayed
to their children as to what is most important to them as parents. If the message
comes through to children that they are in second or third or lower place —
after money, or time or a desire for a more luxurious lifestyle for the parents —
children will not likely understand how very special they are to God if they never

the fun things of life” while they are “tied down” with children. They seem to be
focusing on the wonderful trips they’ll be able to take, or the retirement nest egg
they’ll be able to enjoy once “the children are grown.” It’s as if their lives has
been put on hold until they’re “rid” of the children. Parents — raising and training
those children is the purpose and focus of our life during the short time they
have been entrusted to us! We only have onebrief chance to focus on them. It’s
important that we make the best of that time and direct all of our energies
toward raising them to become responsible, law abiding, teenagers, young adults
and grown men and women who are dedicated to serving God in all they do.

Watch any news report and we hear examples of children being abused in some
fashion. However, the story that seldom makes the headline is the abuse of children
caused by the lack of proper stewardship by the parents. Too many children are
treated like objects that are set aside as soon as the new wears off and they leave
the cute “goo-goo baby stage.” They are set aside so that parents can return to
the focus of pursuing their owngoals — goals that far too often take precedence
over the development of those souls entrusted to their care. Many couples pray
diligently for God to give them children. When that prayer is answered, those
same parents quickly refocus their attention on their goals and delegate way too
much of the responsibility of raising those children to others.

Children learn at an early age not to express frustration or dislike for the lack of
involvement parents have in their lives. They quickly adjust to the void left by a
slothful steward (the parent) and fill that void with anyone else who is willing to
spend time with them. This unexpressed frustration often results in children
resenting parents and displaying that resentment by rebellion and acting out in
ways that not only damage the relationship with their parents, but may very well
damage (or even sever) their relationship with God for many years to come.

Parents alone are given the responsibility to “train up a child in the way he
should go…” (Proverbs 22:6 KJV).The Bible gives no instructions to delegate
this responsibility. Parents must step up to the task as stewards who are held
solely accountable for the well being of their children as they grow to maturity.

It takes planning, work, concern, dedication, energy, sacrifice, mental toughness,
love, self discipline, involvement, training, a hugeamount of time, and money
as well as a variety of other commitments to raise to maturity the children that
God entrusts to us for only those few short years. God gives them to us for such
a short time yet the result of that short time has an eternalconsequence.

If parents truly viewed children as the most valuable responsibilityGod places
in their trust, things would change. Even a new car requires constant maintenance
to keep it moving. It requires monitoring of the fuel, regular oil changes, 10, 20
and 30 thousand mile service, etc. Many parents find it easier to put time into
monitoring and maintaining their new car than they do to monitoring and main-
taining a child as they grow to maturity. (A brief side note here concerning this

page 2 page 3continued on page 3 continued on page 4


