
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Noble Saints

The word “noble” is defined as “possessing outstanding qualities arising from
superiority of character, ideals or morals.” With this definition in mind then, we
might say that if one were to set his mind on being “noble” he would probably
be highly respected, have a good reputation and in general be viewed as an all
around “good person.” A “noble” person might be able to earn such a designation
because of the way he treats others as well as because of his admirable behavior.
By this definition it would probably also be fair to say that a “noble” person
would demonstrate love for his fellow man in a variety of ways.

According to this description of noble, Church buildings all over the world are
filled to the brim (or at least shouldbe) with people who meet these qualifications.
After all, aren’t these traits pretty much the same traits that every Christian
should exhibit? They are doers, they’re regular in attendance at the assembly of
the saints, they’re all around good people and are well liked by just about everyone.
In addition to possessing these noble traits, many of these folks might never
question the beliefs of others because they claim a spirit of love and unity and
want to do nothing that might disturb their “liked by everyone” reputation. Not
only are church buildings filled with these kinds of individuals, but there are
also many people who meet this definition of noble who have absolutely no
religious beliefs whatsoever and seldom if ever attend any kind of religious
assembly. They are simply recognized as good people who do a variety of good
deeds for their fellow man. They have good reputations among their peers as
well as in their respective communities. They truly could be considered to be
noble according to the attributes we have discussed here. So this definition of
nobel doesn’t require any actions on the part of those who are Christians that are
any different in nature from the actions that allow those in the secular world to
be considered noble. Yet it is considered noble at its finest because being noble
is simply possessing good character traits.

Now let’s compare these character traits concerning being noble with the noble
character referred to in Acts 17:11.

“Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians,
for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the
Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. (Acts 17:11 NIV)

Note that the Bereans were described as being of more noble character than the
Thessalonians. Since we can most likely assume that the Thessalonian Christians
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Many honest, loving, good-hearted people will miss eternity with God because it
is becoming increasingly difficult to teach Scripture as it is written. With each
passing day in the USA, it is more and more obvious that to teach what the Bible
clearly teaches is viewed as hateful and divisive. This is unfortunately true even in
many assemblies of the church. Doing as the Bereans did is no longer seen as noble
by many. It is now viewed with disdain and dismissed as lacking a spirit of love.

The faith that Christians have is the direct result of acquiring the knowledge that
we were sinful creatures in need of a Savior. It is because of our faith in Him and
acceptance of Him as our Lord and Savior that we have the promise of eternal life.

“For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness;
and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledgeself-control; and to self-
control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness,
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For if you possessthese
qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective
and unproductive in your knowledgeof our Lord Jesus Christ. But if
anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten
that he has been cleansed from his past sins.” (II Peter 1:5-9 NIV)

Notice in these verses that love is included as an important trait but all of these
Christian traits — even love — perhaps especiallylove — must be basedon
knowledge. Knowledge is the foundation that allows us to understand and to
comprehend what Godly love is. Paul understood that kind of love when he
“opposed Peter to his face.” Also notice that we need to “possess these qualities
in increasingmeasure.”

So what’s the point we’re making here? It is that we were blessed with the written
word of God to accomplish at least three things.

1) Lead us to the knowledge of the truth concerning salvation
2) Provide information on how to live a life that is pleasing to God
3) Preserve the truth

Any Christian who takes the approach that in depth Bible study is self-serving
and a waste of time, is paving the way for apostasy. We have a responsibility as
Christians, to accept what is written in the Word. In order to do that, it is
absolutely necessary to study the Book. Anything less is not following the
example of the Bereans who were called “more noble”because of their efforts.

If we truly appreciate our salvation in Christ and the suffering He endured so
that we could have that gift, it is incumbent that Bible study be a frequent
activity for all of us.
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would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said,
‘Do not covet.’ 13Did that which is good, then, become death to me? By
no means! But in order that sin might be recognized as sin, it produced
death in me through what was good, so that through the commandment
sin might become utterly sinful.” (Romans 7:7&13 NIV)

Knowledge and understanding of the Scriptures is the very thing that allows us to
come to the point of salvation — the point of recognizing our sin. It is unfortunate
that many in the church, stop having a desire for knowledge after reaching the
point of their salvation. There are those who believe that once salvation has
been obtained, there’s no longer a need to continue acquiring knowledge — only
demonstrating love matters after that and knowledge is not necessary in order to
love one another. These individuals in fact, view those who do search the
Scriptures daily as unloving — unloving because they might “call the hand” of
those whose teaching does not match up to the Scriptures.In today’s church,
those who take actions such as the kind Paul took with Peter are often viewed as
narrow minded Pharisees who are, critical, Bible-thumping legalists who lack
the spirit of the love of Christ.But the Bereans “examined the Scriptures every
dayto see if what Paul said was true.” Too many in the church today consider
such a dedication not only unnecessary but in fact dangerous. One such individual
recently stated: “In our search to be ‘inline’with the scriptures we have the dan-
ger of making the bible our object of worship.” Were the Bereans then guilty of
such idolatry? It would seem that the secular perception of what is required to
be noble can not involveconfronting sin or error, for that spoils the tranquility
attained by those who practice an erroneous definition of love. Let us remember
that Paul stated that he would not have even known what sin was had it not been
for the Law. As Christians, if we don’t examine the Scriptures every day, how
can we be sure that we will recognize sin or error when it presents itself to us?

The Devil has told the samelie from the very beginning to anyonewho is
willing to listen to him. Eve told Satan that God said; “You shall not eat from
(the tree in the middle of the garden)...or you will die.” But Satan told Eve;
“You surely will not die!” Satan’s lie is still the same now as it was then. It’s the
“lets not get confused by listening to what God has to say” lie. This same lie of
Satan is being taught in some assemblies of our churches today. Some are
claiming that those Christians who “examine the scriptures daily to see if (what
is being taught) is true” cause division in the church when they challenge
questionable teachings. The division however is actually caused by those who
introducethe erroneous teachings and practices — not by those who challenge
them. Satan’s solution is to not divide over anythingthat is taught. His method
for accomplishing that is to convince believers that knowledge beyond a belief
in God is just too divisive and unloving.

“You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe
that — and shudder.” (James 2:19 NIV)

did indeed have the characteristics that would include them in the — shall we
say? — “normal” definition of noble, let’s examine exactly what it was that
caused the Bereans to be described as more noble than the Thessalonians. The
first reason given in the verse is: 

“...for they received the message with great eagerness...”
We know the Thessalonians also received the message but apparently not with the
same eagerness as did the Bereans. The verse then goes on to say that the Bereans

“...examined the Scriptures every day...”
Every Day??? Why???

“...to see if what Paul said was true.”
They dared to question an Apostle? Didn’t they realize that he was hand picked
by God to be an Apostle and that he was filled with the Spirit to a measure that
allowed him to do all sorts of miracles? If there was ever someone that should
not have to put up with such an insinuation of distrust it was Paul. Yet, not only
did they cross check — every day — everything Paul said against the Scriptures
but because of doing that, they were described as being more noble.

But wait a minute, how can that be? Does that mean they didn’t trust Paul to
“get it right?” That’s pretty arrogant — to think that theyhad the right to cross
check the words of an Apostle, isn’t it? Who did they think they were anyway?
Wasn’t their obligation just to love Paul and accept him as a brother? Showing
this kind of distrust surely wasn’t very loving, was it? Isn’t love what matters
the most? Isn’t the greatest commandment to love God and your neighbor?
Examining the Scriptures every dayto cross check everything Paul said seems
to be a strange way to demonstrate love for him. In fact, what if because of
searching the Scriptures they determined that he was teaching something wrong?
Calling his hand on it would surely not be a very loving thing to do, would it?

“When Peter came to Antioch, I (Paul) opposed him to his face,
because he was clearly in the wrong.” (Galatians 2:11 NIV)

Why did Paul call Peter’s hand? — because he was clearly in the wrong.
Opposing him to his face concerning something about which he was “clearly
wrong” wasthe loving thing to do. Paul didn’t want Peter to go on practicing
something that was “clearly wrong.” Paul had to confront Peter — just as the
Bereans would have done with Paul if his teaching would not have matched the
Scriptures. Showing real love — Godly love — toward another is not allowing
them to go on and on teaching or practicing something that is “clearly wrong.”
Failing to challenge teachings in the church that are not according to the
Scriptures is neither displaying a spirit of love and unity nor is it of noble character.
The Bereans were more noble because they considered knowledge to be a nec-
essary part of being able to serve God. They were more noble because they
knew that ignorance was not bliss — that it could in fact be eternally damning.

Paul certainly knew that knowledge was necessary in order to recognize sin.
“ 7...I would not have known what sin was except through the law. For I
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