
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Bible Study
In the previous issue of Diligence, we discussed the Berean saints (Acts 17:11)
and the fact that the Scriptures refer to them as “more noble.” One reason given for
that designation was that they “searched the Scriptures daily to see if what Paul
said was true.” In this issue we’re continuing a discussion concerning Bible study.

The very first issue of Diligencethat we published included a list of “10 Good
Reasons for Individual Bible Study.” Since we have added so many to our mailing
list since that time, we feel it is appropriate to repeat that list before we go on
with this discussion.

10 Good Reasons for Individual Bible Study
1. Bible study aids us in knowing God’s intentions for mankind.
2. We gain confidence as we gain knowledge in the Word of Truth.
3. Bible study is an individual responsibility. God expects each of us to

know His Word.
4. The Bible is written for our understanding. We can understand it

with study.
5. The Bible is written for mankind for all times and all people.
6. The Bible is the Word of God and the only inspired source (written

or otherwise) of information from God to man.
7. We can discern (know) truth in light of the Bible.
8. We are commanded to grow in Spirit and Truth. Knowledge is

essential for growth.
9. Knowledge helps us avoid being blown by every wind of doctrine.
10. God’s word is true and truth is timeless and unchanging.

While the title of the list above states that the reasons are for individual study,
they obviously also apply to study of any kind — individual andgroup. It is very
important that we study on our own but if we’re not doing that, it is even more
necessary that we attend Bible classes — otherwise, we will not grow spiritually.

With that said, we’re going to discuss the opportunity each of us has to study
the Word of God through our attendance at Bible classes. Just about everyone
who reads these articles is probably associated with a local congregation of
Christians in whatever town they happen to live. It is also probably safe to
assume that all of those congregations have Sunday morning and mid-week
evening Bible classes. A few may even have various classes at other times of the
week or perhaps even on Sunday evening.
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iron rods, shovels, swords and other weapons, the mob brutally assaulted the
pastor and two church members.

Canada — In April of 2004 Canada signed into law, legislation that has the
capability of restricting and prohibiting the preaching, publication or writing of
any part of the Holy Bible that could be construed as “hate” speech.

United States of America — The University of Georgia fired cheer leading
coach Marilou Braswell after 12 years of service for sharing information with
her cheerleading squad about a complaint that had been lodged against her for
holding voluntary Bible studies with student athletes.

Gail Anderson was thrown off a public transit bus in Milwaukee, Wisconsin for
passing out Bibles. She filed a lawsuit in defense of her First Amendment rights
but U.S. District Judge Lynn Adelman dismissed the lawsuit claiming that the
county was justified in prohibiting such “unwelcomed communications.”

Christopher Word, an employee of the Hoover, Alabama Chamber of Commerce was
fired after he refused to remove a “Ten Commandments” pin from his lapel.

Enoch Lawrence, of Roseville, California, an employee of the California
Department of Social Services filed a lawsuit after department officials removed
several items from his cubicle. The items removed included a small faith based sign,
a bumper sticker displaying a religious message and several Bible verses. Department
officials claimed that “religious” materials were not permitted in cubicles.

A woman in Houston, Texas was ordered by local police to stop handing out Gospel
tracts to children who knocked on her door during Halloween. Officers informed
her that such activity is illegal, and that she would be arrested if she continued.

These examples are only a very few of many. Persecution of Christians exists in
manynations. When asked how American Christians could help the Chinese house
church movement, a prominent leader responded “Stop praying for persecution
in China to end, for it is through persecution that the church has grown. We, in
fact, are praying that the American church might taste the same persecution so
revival would come to the American church like we have seen in China.”

Is that the only way that we who have such wonderful freedom to openly attend
worship assemblies and Bible Classes will be able to understand the importance
of being there — because we can — and because we want to learn more about
God’s Word? Knowledge of God’s Word is not acquired by accident. It requires
effort, dedication, desire and determination. But then — there’s always tomorrow
for that.  —  —  —  —  Is there?  —  —  —  —  Are you sure?
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his shoes on before he was forced into an unmarked police car. They were neither
permitted to contact the U.S. Embassy nor to show their U.S. passports and
other identification cards.

India — Eleven Christian families in Maharashtra State, India have lodged an
official complaint of sexual assault carried out by Hindu villagers. On May 15th,
the families were summoned to a community court and asked to give up their
faith. When they refused, the men were severely beaten and the women were
sexually assaulted.

Also in India, Hindu villagers have accused a Christian couple in Madhya Pradesh
State of attempted forced conversion. Jagdish and Grace Nayak were arrested
July 19th, in Indore district. Dharmendra Chaterjee invited them to his house for
prayer. After they finished praying, Chaterjee called his neighbors into the house
and accused the Nayaks of enticing his family to convert to Christianity in return
for education, health care and other benefits, including money for a family wedding.

Eritr ea — On May 28th, an evangelical wedding was raided by Eritrean police,
and guests were taken into custody. According to Release Eritrea, 70 Christians
detained at that wedding were moved to one of the hottest places on earth, a
desert detention camp near the port city of Massawa. Only the Sunni Islam,
Orthodox, Lutheran affiliated Church of Eritrea, and Roman Catholic Churches
are officially recognized by the Eritrean government. The 70 prisoners have
been told that they would be released only if they confirm that they belong to one
of the government sanctioned Churches. Currently it is estimated that close to
900 Eritrean Christians are held in prisons across the country without trials or
any legal due course. Eritrea is one of three new countries that the U.S.
Department of State has designated as “countries of particular concern” for
several violations of religious freedom.

Indonesia — With angry hecklers in the West Java courtroom calling them liars,
three Indonesian women accused of trying to convert Muslim children tried to
defend themselves. Bangun explained that the children prayed, read the Bible, sang
and sometimes colored pictures. In response, Judge Hasby J. Tholib said the
women should never have allowed Muslim children to attend the program.
Bangun and Zakaria replied they had no hidden agenda and had been completely
honest with the children's parents who gave full consent to the program — though
none will come forward to say so now.

Sri Lanka — With an anti-conversion law being considered by the country's
Parliament, Christians are facing renewed violence and intimidation. According
to Christian Solidarity Worldwide, the Assemblies of God Church in
Ambalangoda, located in the Galle district, south of Colombo, was attacked
with rocks, stones and bottles filled with sand on June 5th. The next morning, a
crowd of about 100 people shouting threats surrounded the church. Armed with

So exactly what are we “getting at” by going down this road? It is this. As
Americans, we live in a nation that is free to gather together for whatever reason
we may choose — includingthe study of God’s Word. This is a wonderful privilege
that many do not have. Yet at the same time, a huge number of Christians fail to
have interest in taking advantage of the opportunity that presents itself at least
two times every week to learn more about the Word. Checking the attendance
roster at most churches reveals that only avery smallpercentage of the members
of any given congregation attend Sunday morning Bible Class. That percentage
is even smaller at the mid-week Bible study. Have Christians become so accus-
tomed to having the privilege of meeting for study any time they choose that
they have no interest in taking advantage of it? Or are they simply not interested
in learning more about the Scriptures? Is it an “I’ll go next week” mentality? —
but then next week never quite comes. Would it be any different if it wasn’t so
easyfor Christians to study the Word? Would we appreciate it more and take
advantage of the opportunity on a regular basis?

“And Saul was there, giving approval to his death. On that day a great
persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except
the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. Godly men
buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. But Saul began to destroy
the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off men and women
and put them in prison. Those who had been scattered preached the
word wherever they went.” (Acts 8:1-4 NIV)

Many of the early Christians faced severe persecution for preaching or studying
the Word. Those of us who are blessed to live in a free nation do not face such
persecution. Perhaps that very privilege is the reason that many fail to appreciate
and make use of the opportunities that are available. After all, there is always
tomorrow.  —  —  —  —  —  Is there?  —  —  —  —  —  Are you sure? It’s a
privilege notall believers have.

Egypt — On June 9th, Gasir Mohammed Mahmoud was discharged from his
locked psychiatric ward in Cairo, five months after he was forcibly committed
to a mental hospital for converting from Islam to Christianity. Mahmoud, 31,
was tortured by security police and then beaten at times and given heavy doses
of medication twice daily.

China — China Aid Association reports that more than 210 Chinese house-church
pastors and believers have been arrested in Hubei, Hebei and Henan provinces
since July 2005. The Association also states that two tourists were mistreated
when arrested in Hubei province. On August 2nd, while two American theological
students were preparing to have Christian fellowship with 41 Chinese house-church
pastors and believers at their host family's home in Hubei province, approximately
thirty Chinese plain-clothed police officers rushed into the house. One student
sustained injuries to his wrists after being handcuffed because he wanted to put
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