
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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God Knows

Most of us are familiar with the story of Joshua and the battle of Jericho. Just to
refresh our memory let’s read some verses that tell about one of the more unusual
victories given to the Israelites by God. We’ll begin in Joshua chapter 6.

“Now the gates of Jericho were tightly shut because the people were
afraid of the Israelites. No one was allowed to go in or out. But the
Lord said to Joshua, ‘I have given you Jericho, its king, and all its
mighty warriors. Your entire army is to march around the city once a
day for six days. Seven priests will walk ahead of the Ark, each carrying
a ram’s horn. On the seventh day you are to march around the city
seven times, with the priests blowing the horns. When you hear the
priests give one long blast on the horns, have all the people give a
mighty shout. Then the walls of the city will collapse, and the people
can charge straight into the city.’” (verses 1-5 NLT)

The Israelites did as they had been commanded by the Lord and this is the
account of what took place on the seventh day — the seventh time they
marched around the city of Jericho.

“ 16The seventh time around, as the priests sounded the long blast on
their horns, Joshua commanded the people, ‘Shout! For the Lord has
given you the city! 17The city and everything in it must be completely
destroyed as an offering to the Lord. Only Rahab the prostitute and the
others in her house will be spared, for she protected our spies. 18Do not
take any of the things set apart for destruction, or you yourselves will
be completely destroyed, and you will bring trouble on all Israel.
19Everything made from silver, gold, bronze, or iron is sacred to the Lord
and must be brought into his treasury.’ 20When the trumpets sounded, the
people shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the people gave a
loud shout, the wall collapsed; so every man charged straight in, and
they took the city. 21They devoted the city to the Lord and destroyed with
the sword every living thing in it—men and women, young and old, cat-
tle, sheep and donkeys. 22Joshua said to the two men who had spied out
the land, ‘Go into the prostitute’s house and bring her out and all who
belong to her, in accordance with your oath to her.’ 23So the young men
who had done the spying went in and brought out Rahab, her father and
mother and brothers and all who belonged to her. They brought out her
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So Joshua sent some men to search Achan’s tent and they found the stolen
goods hidden exactly where Achan had said they would be. The men brought
them all back to Joshua and laid them on the ground in the presence of the Lord.

“Then Joshua and all the Israelites took Achan, the silver, the robe, the bar
of gold, his sons, daughters, cattle, donkeys, sheep, tent, and everything he
had, and they brought them to the valley of Achor. Then Joshua said to
Achan, ‘Why have you brought trouble on us? The Lord will now bring
trouble on you.’And all the Israelites stoned Achan and his family and
burned their bodies. They piled a great heap of stones over Achan, which
remains to this day. That is why the place has been called the Valley of
Trouble ever since. So the Lord was no longer angry.” (Joshua 7:24-26 NLT)

The sin in the camp that had prevented the Israelites from succeeding in their
battle against Ai was dealt with in the exact way that the Lord had instructed
them to do (Joshua 7:15). God was so displeased with the presence of that sin in
the camp that He prevented their victory over Ai until they took care of it.

So what happened next? Let’s read some more.
“Then the Lord said to Joshua, ‘Do not be afraid or discouraged. Take
the entire army and attack Ai, for I have given to you the king of Ai, his
people, his city, and his land. You will destroy them as you destroyed
Jericho and its king. But this time you may keep the captured goods and
the cattle for yourselves.” (Joshua 8:1-2 NLT)

So was there a special plan that the Lord had this time so that the Israelites
would conquer Ai? There surely was — and it was a very clever plan. We highly
recommend reading the rest of Joshua chapter 8. What a story!!

It’s pretty clear from this account that God had no tolerance for the presence of sin
in the camp. He knew it was there — even though Joshua and the other leaders
didn’t. By exactly following God’s instructions, the guilty party was identified.
Achan was then dealt with — again — according to God’s instructions. There is
little doubt that we would think that the way God instructed Achan to be dealt
with was extremely harsh.Perhaps it was. We can’t help but also think of Ananias
and Sapphira in Acts 5 when we think of God dealing harshly with those who
sin and try to hide it from Him and others. So what is the lesson for us today?
Well — one is that we can’t hide sin from God. He knows. Perhaps another is
the question of what should we do when we become aware of sin in our own
“camps.” But then, that’s another whole discussion. DoesGod give usspecific
instructions — as specific as He was with Joshua? If you don’t already know
the answer to that question, perhaps that’s a study to begin on your own. See
what the Word says about that subject.
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What??!!? Someone had stolensome of the Jericho goods and hidden them in
his tent? But Godshould deal with that sinful person — shouldn’t He? He surely
wouldn’t hold an entire army responsible because of just one sinner in the
camp? After all, Joshua didn’t even knowabout it. Would God punish the entire
group because one member of it was a sinner? Let’s read on.

“Get up! Command the people to purify themselves in preparation for
tomorrow. For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘Hidden
among you, O Israel, are things set apart for the Lord. You will never
defeat your enemies until you remove these things.’” (Joshua 7:13 NLT)

Then they were given very specificinstructions as to exactly how they would
find that one individual who had brought reproach on the whole camp.

“In the morning you must present yourselves by tribes, and the Lord
will point out the tribe to which the guilty man belongs. That tribe must
come forward with its clans, and the Lord will point out the guilty clan.
That clan will then come forward, and the Lord will point out the guilty
family. Finally, each member of the guilty family must come one by one.
The one who has stolen what was set apart for destruction will himself
be burned with fire, along with everything he has, for he has broken the
covenant of the Lord and has done a horrible thing in Israel.”
(Joshua 7:14-15 NLT)

So the Israelites began the tedious task of finding the one who had sinned.
Which tribe would be singled out as the one harboring the sinner? Then which
clan of that tribe would it be? Which family in that clan — and finally, which
member of that family would be responsible for the sin in the camp? — the sin
that had been the cause of the terrible defeat by that little city of Ai.

“Early the next morning Joshua brought the tribes of Israel before the
Lord, and the tribe of Judah was singled out. Then the clans of Judah
came forward, and the clan of Zerah was singled out. Then the families
of Zerah came before the Lord, and the family of Zimri was singled out.
Every member of Zimri’s family was brought forward person by person,
and Achan was singled out.” (Joshua 7:16-18 NLT)

It was Achan! Would he confess? What hadhe done? 
“Then Joshua said to Achan, ‘My son, give glory to the Lord, the God
of Israel, by telling the truth. Make your confession and tell me what
you have done. Don’t hide it from me.’Achan replied, ‘I have sinned
against the Lord, the God of Israel. For I saw a beautiful robe imported
from Babylon, two hundred silver coins, and a bar of gold weighing
more than a pound. I wanted them so much that I took them. They are
hidden in the ground beneath my tent, with the silver buried deeper
than the rest.’” (Joshua 7:19-21 NLT)

entire family and put them in a place outside the camp of Israel. 24Then
the Israelites burned the city and everything in it. Only the things made
from silver, gold, bronze, or iron were kept for the treasury of the Lord's
house. 25So Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute and her relatives who
were with her in the house, because she had hidden the spies Joshua
sent to Jericho....27So the Lord was with Joshua, and his name became
famous throughout the land.” (Joshua 6:16-25 and 27 NLT)

Perfect! Just like the Lord had commanded! Right? Not so fast. Let’s see what
happened in the next chapter when the Israelites went up against the town of
Ai — a small city that should have been an easyvictory for them.

“Joshua sent some of his men from Jericho to spy out the city of Ai,...
When they returned, they told Joshua, ‘It's a small town, and it won't take
more than two or three thousand of us to destroy it. There's no need for
all of us to go there.’So approximately three thousand warriors were sent,
but they were soundly defeated. The men of Ai chased the Israelites from
the city gate as far as the quarries, and they killed about thirty-six who
were retreating down the slope. The Israelites were paralyzed with fear
at this turn of events, and their courage melted away.” (Joshua 7:2-5 NLT)

What had gone wrong? We just read earlier that “the Lord was with Joshua.”
Why would He allow this terrible defeat — and by such a small city — especially
after that great victory at Jericho? Something musthave been wrong! Let’s
continue reading.

“Joshua and the leaders of Israel tore their clothing in dismay, threw
dust on their heads, and bowed down facing the Ark of the Lord until
evening. Then Joshua cried out, ‘Sovereign Lord, why did you bring us
across the Jordan River if you are going to let the Amorites kill us? If
only we had been content to stay on the other side! Lord, what am I to
say, now that Israel has fled from its enemies? For when the Canaanites
and all the other people living in the land hear about it, they will surround
us and wipe us off the face of the earth. And then what will happen to
the honor of your great name?” (Joshua 7:6-9 NLT)

There was indeed something wrong. And the Lord was about to tell Joshua
exactly what it was.

“But the Lord said to Joshua, ‘Get up! Why are you lying on your face
like this? Israel has sinned and broken my covenant! They have stolen
the things that I commanded to be set apart for me. And they have not
only stolen them; they have also lied about it and hidden the things
among their belongings. That is why the Israelites are running from
their enemies in defeat. For now Israel has been set apart for destruction.
I will not remain with you any longer unless you destroy the things
among you that were set apart for destruction.” (Joshua 7:10-12 NLT)
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