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“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Pork Chops, Lug Nuts And Teddy Bears

“What kind of title is that?” you ask. Probably not a very good one. It’s simply
three things that just don’t go together very well — which is exactly like this
issue. It consists of a few thoughts that are perhaps a bit random, perhaps a bit
humorous, perhaps a bit serious and perhaps a bit dis-jointed. But then we are
drawing near to that season of the year when that’s the way our lives seem to
become. So we just thought we would add to the chaos and confusion.

The first item on this menu of confusion is a thought about the silence of the
Scriptures. This is a subject that has, in recent months and years caused more than
a little discussion in many churches. We could launch into an extensive theological
discussion of this whole question, but it’s a bad time of the year to ask any of
you to dive into a deep state of thought to ponder the in’s and out’s of that subject.
Quite honestly, we just don’t think we could hold your attention for all that long.
We’re getting to close to that busy season when your minds are starting to focus
on more important dilemmas — dilemmas such as what size turkey to buy for
Thanksgiving Dinner and what to get Aunt Lucy for Christmas this year. (For those
of you who have alreadylost your sense of humor just thinkingabout Aunt Lucy,
there is a bit of sarcasm in that last remark). Back to our topic of discussion
though. This whole subject of — “if the Scriptures don’t say we can’t do it, then we
probably cando it” — has opened the door for numerous, shall we say, “additions”
to the manner in which we worship God as well as in other areas of doctrine. It’s
a very serious subject that has far reaching ramifications. But as far as this
particular issue goes, let us just leave you with this fictional scenario to ponder.

A few weeks ago, we went to our favorite restaurant for dinner and we were
given a menu that listed the various items offered for our dining enjoyment.
After a few minutes of contemplating the selections, we both ordered a salad,
chicken tenders, baked potato and iced tea. In a matter of minutes, the waitress
delivered a basket of tortilla chips and salsa for us to munch on. We really
weren’t aware that this particular restaurant offered such an amenity, but it was
nevertheless quite tasty. Before we had taken more than a couple of bites, the
waitress brought a bowl of soup for each of us, followed by a deep fried onion,
followed by some potato skins. Before we could question these additional items,
another waitress appeared with a huge tray of food that included two complete
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“ New Age promotes the development of the person’s own power or divinity. When
referring to God, a follower of New Age is not talking about a transcendent,
personal God who created the universe, but is referring to a higher consciousness
within themselves.1 A person in New Age would see themselves as God, the
cosmos, the universe....

Highly eclectic, New Age presents itself as a collection of ancient spiritual
traditions. It acknowledges many gods and goddesses, as in Hinduism. The
Earth is viewed as the source of all spirituality, and has its own intelligence,
emotions and deity.2 But superseding all is self. Self is the originator, controller
and God of all.3 There is no reality outside of what the person determines.

New Age teaches a wide array of eastern mysticism and spiritual, metaphysical
and psychic techniques, such as breathing exercises, chanting, drumming,
meditating to develop an altered consciousness and one’s own divinity.

Anything negative a person experiences (failures, sadness, anger, selfishness,
hurt) is considered an illusion. Believing themselves to be completely sovereign
over their life, nothing about their life is wrong, or negative.4 Eventually a person
develops spiritually to the degree that there is no objective, external reality. A
person, becoming a god, creates their own reality.”

Notes for the underlined sections above —
1)Always be aware that those who lean toward New Age beliefs, are not talking

about the same thing weare when they use the same terms we use.Their use
of those terms have a far different meaning than what we assume they have.

2)Have you noticed the use of terms such as “Mother Earth” more and more
frequently? Be aware that terms such as these are rooted in New Age beliefs.
Stay alert for the mis-use of such phrases. If you have young children, be
sure that they are not being subtly influenced by New Age thinkers.

3)New Agers believe they reach an enlightened state where self is god.
4)Have you ever ran into anyone who refusesto allow anynegative discussion

at all? There’s a good possibility they’ve been influenced by New Age thinking
and may not even knowit. Many motivational speakers are deep into New Age.

Since New Age is a huge subject, we couldgo on and on. But we really don’t want
to divert your thinking too far away from the size of that Thanksgiving turkey
or Aunt Lucy’s Christmas present. After all, this coming season is supposed to
be about family togetherness and peace on earth. The last thing we would want
to do is ruin Thanksgiving dinner or cause a tiff between you and Aunt Lucy.
That just wouldn’t be right now, would it? Have a blessed Thanksgiving!
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Political Correctness has given the state (Fidel Castro) complete control of
speech. The U.S. media can no longer extract the truth of what Cubans really
feel. Regular citizens deceptively present their comments as valid when they
are actually only being politically correct. The same was true in the former
Soviet Union.

Do you think Political Correctness is undermining the foundations of Christianity
today? Is it chipping away at the speech and thought pattern of Christians by
spreading the idea that vocalizing one’s beliefs is disrespectful to others and
must be avoided? What about “under God” remaining in the Pledge? Is it just
too offensive to others? Does Political Correctness deny Christians the right to
express their beliefs in a nation founded on Christian principles? Think about it.

“Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the
salvation we share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the
faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints. For certain men
whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped
in among you. They are godless men, who change the grace of our God
into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign
and Lord.” (Jude 1:3 NIV)

Still another random item to provoke your thoughts. Have you ever heard anyone
say “I think there are many paths to God. Christians shouldn’t inflict their
beliefs on other people. Every person has to find their ownpath to God.” Well
— think about this for a minute.

• Hindus believe in 300,000 gods.
• Buddhists say there is no deity.
• New Age followers believe they are God.
• Muslims believe in a powerful but unknowable God.
• Christians believe in a God who is loving and approachable. 

So can all of these be finding the same God? If New Age teaches that everyone
should come to center on an internal cosmic consciousness that is god, Islam
would be required to give up their unknowable God, Hinduism would have to
give up their numerous gods, and Buddhism would have to establish that there
is a God. How can all of these “paths” lead to the One True God?

And since we just mentioned “New Age,” let’s use that opportunity to leap-frog
right into the next random discussion. Have you been hearing the term “New Age”
tossed around a lot now-a-days? Are you still a bit foggy as to what it really
means? That’s not surprising. New Age encompasses such a gobbledygook of
beliefs that it’s very difficult to “nail down” an accurate definition. New Age is
actually a composite of multiple practices and beliefs — many of which have
roots in the Eastern Religions of Hinduism and/or Buddhism. For the most part
however, Campus Crusade For Christ International probably has the most concise
description that wehave found. Here’s their description of New Age.

turkey dinners, a hamburger platter, a seafood combo dish, chef’s salad, and a
side order of sweet potatoes. Whoa!!! “What is going on here?” we asked! The
waitress politely responded: “Well, you didn’t tell me not to bring these other
things and they all seemed good to me.So since you didn’t say not to, I
thought I could bringanything I wanted to your table.”

“They have built the pagan shrines of Topheth in the valley of the son of
Hinnom, where they sacrifice their little sons and daughters in the fire. I
have never commanded such a horrible deed; it never even crossed my
mind to command such a thing!” (Jeremiah 7:31 NLT)

Perhaps their reasoning might have been; “He never said not to do it, so we
decided it would be okay to do it.”

One more thought before we leave this subject — what if the pharmacist added
two or three extramedications to the prescription your doctor ordered? Just
decided to add them, because the doctor didn’t say not to. Get the point? Is a
theological discussion even needed?

The next item on this menu of confusion is the term Politically Correct. So you
thought that whole idea originated in the 1990’s. Nope! Lo-o-o-ng before that!
In 1793, Justice James Wilson in Chisholm v. Georgia used the term to distinguish
between the phrases “United States” and “people of the United States” (he believed
the latter to be politically correct). The term laid dormant until the Institute for
Social Research in Frankfurt, Germany, picked it up. That institute was founded
in 1923 and came to be known as the “Frankfurt School.” It was a group of
thinkers who pulled together to find a solution to the biggest problem facing the
implementation of communism in Russia. The problem? — Communism wasn’t
spreading! Why? Because Western Civilization was in its way. What was the
problem with Western Civilization? Its belief in the individual — its belief that
an individual could develop valid ideas. At the root of communism was the theory
that all valid ideas come from the effect on the social group of the masses. The
individual was nothing. That group of thinkers believed that the only way for
communism to advance was to help (or force, if necessary) Western Civilization
to destroy itself. But how could that be accomplished? Undermine its foundations
by chipping away at the rights of those annoying individuals. One way to do that?
Change their speech and thought patterns by spreading the idea that vocalizing
their beliefs was disrespectful to others and should be avoided to make up for
past inequities and injustices. And best of all, the thinkers would call it something
that sounded positive. It would be called “Political Correctness”. Inspired by
this new communist technique, Mao Tse-Tung, in the 1930’s, wrote an article on
the “correct handling” of contradictions among the people. He called it “sensitive
training.” Sound familiar — especially to those of you in the Corporate world?

The self-censorship resulting from Political Correctness has succeeded in Cuba
by creating a uniform political discourse that has lasted for more than 40 years.
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