
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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I Am Resolved

Here we are at the start of another year. 2006 seems so far away from the
Orwell’s 1984 and even further away from our High School days. Time marches
on — giving little notice of each of us little people who are trying to do some-
thing worthwhile for our short stay on the planet earth.

The custom for many people is to make New Year’s Resolutions aimed toward
some goal they have for themselves. Not a bad idea, but by Valentines Day most
resolutions have gone the way of, dare we say, a Cincinnati Red’s winning season.
Dieting is over, habits are resumed and for the most part, the resolution to not
make any changes becomes the resolve in many of our lives.

The whole idea behind resolutions is very wholesome but it need not be tied
only to the beginning of the year. By making resolutions throughout the year we
can adjust our behavior as new opportunities arise. The balance of this article
will focus on resolutions that would be of great benefit to most anyone who
dares to exercise them.

Lets think for a moment about a familiar story. A great story that concerns a boy
who was despised by his brothers — despised to the extent that they sold him to
traders. A brief review of the Biblical account includes a boy who was the
youngest of twelve sons, twelve sons who would later be the names of the
twelve tribes of Israel. This young boy was loved greatly by his father and was
given a coat that had numerous colors. Obviously we are talking about Joseph.
Most of the world knows about the child with the coat of many colors but the
rest of the story might escape some. So lets continue to review.

Joseph’s brothers were jealous of the way in which he was treated and set about
executing a plan to get rid of him. They did so by faking his death and selling
him to passing traders. The traders took him to Egypt and did as you might
expect — traded him to a wealthy powerful ruler. Joseph found such favor with
that ruler that he was given the responsibility of caring for the entire land of
Egypt. It was there that he interpreted a dream for Pharaoh that foretold there
would be a great famine. To prepare for it, Joseph saw to it that large amounts
of grain were stored so that when the famine came, Egypt had sufficient provisions
to sustain them. His brothers and their families however, had to leave their land
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Failure is not final, it is a reason to start again and resolve again to try harder
from then on. So, if we attempt to follow in Joseph’s steps and find that we
are not able to forgive and forget and to treat those who have wronged us in
the same way Joseph treated those who had wronged him, step back, resolve
again and go forward from wherever we are — even though it’s not the
beginningof a New Year.

To serve God and remain faithful to Him was a resolve that Joseph demonstrated
throughout his entire life. What a powerful lesson for all of us! Because of the
way his brothers treated him, Joseph could have easily concluded that God was
not with him. As the story unfolds however, we can see that God had a plan for
Joseph from the very beginning of his ordeal. God used Joseph as a means to
preserve the Hebrew nation. The faith in God that Joseph had did not waver
during the difficult time he was being mistreated by his brothers. A lesser faith than
that of Joseph’s might have made one wonder just where God was — but Joseph’s
steadfastness prevailed and he eventually realized that his difficulties had all been a
part of God’s plan. Joseph eventually spoke these words to his brothers — 

“And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves
for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me
ahead of you.”(Genesis 45:5 NIV)

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in
order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive.”
(Genesis 50:20 NASB)

Joseph never doubted that God was with him even when the “going got rough.”
He placed his trust in God and he resolved to serve Him no matter what the
circumstances were at the time.

We need to be people who do that same thing. God has promised us that He is
with us. He did not leave us without help. His Spirit is with us to aid us in our
efforts to accomplish good — but we must resolve to place our trust in Him, no
matter what the circumstances are at any given time.

“But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun
to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the
unrighteous.” (Matthew 5:44-45 NIV)

When we read the story of Joseph, we see that much “rain” fell on him. But his
resolve to serve God never wavered. Let us all have that same resolve as we
continue through the year of 2006.
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• I am resolved to make the best of bad situations, they just might get better.
“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those
who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”
(Romans 8:28 NIV)

• I am resolved to trust God in all situations. He will show the way.
“Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded,
nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us
richly all things to enjoy;” (I Timothy 6:1`7 KJV)

“Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths; guide me in
your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is
in you all day long”. (Psalm 25:4-5 NIV)

• I am resolved to forgive those who wrong me, and therefore lighten my
load even when they make no response.

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’
But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you
on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if someone wants
to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. If
someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.”
(Matthew 5:39-41 NIV)

• I am resolved to treat offenders kindly, just as Joseph treated his brothers.
“On the contrary: ‘If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is
thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap
burning coals on his head.’Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good.” (Romans 12:20-21 NIV)

• I am resolved to do the unexpected – forget past wrongs and move on.
“Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander,
along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one
another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”
(Ephesians 4:31-32 NIV)

God is faithful to give us aid and comfort in our walk with him. Joseph exhibited
— in every way — the traits that God wants to see in each of us. The challenge
is for us to have the resolve to take actions that will help us grow stronger and
at the same time show others what the strength of God can do in the lives of
those who have placed their trust in Him.

If we determine to make these resolutions, will we be able to keep them? Yes,
unless we make the fatal mistake of thinking that resolutions are to be made
only at the beginning of a New Year. Resolutions made with that mindset are
frequently abandonedfor the rest of the year, after the first failure to keep them.

and go where they would be able to buy some food. The only place where they
could purchase their needed food was from the brother whom they had sold into
slavery. The catch is, they had no idea he was still alive — let alone in control
of the food they needed. The tables had turned and the youngest boy now had
the power of life and death over his unkind siblings. What would he do? Joseph
did “toy” with them just a bit and played a few tricks on them but he ultimately
brought the family together and took care of them in a generous and forgiving
manner. (Genesis chapters 37-50)

So what’s the point? As we review the life of Joseph we see a pattern of doing
right in each situation. He took no pleasure in his power but used it to the good
of those whom he was given opportunity to benefit. The temptation to do harm
to his brothers certainly existed. He choose instead to be kind and do for them
what he could. Joseph shows us several traits that we should resolve to have at
the start of this New Year. 

• He made every effort to avoid giving in to temptations.
• He worked for his earthly master and at the same time did what he

believed God expected.
• People knew what he believed even when he knew it would not always

be accepted.
• He did not harbor anger against those who wronged him.
• He made the best of each situation in which he found himself.
• His trust in God could not be swayed.
• He forgave those who had treated him wrong.
• He did not seek revenge for the wrongs done to him.
• He treated his brothers as if they had been good to him.
• He went beyond what would be expected in the situation.

You might say, “This is just a children’s story.” Yes, this is a greatstory for children,
but it is also one of the greatest Biblical accounts recorded for us about being
resolved to do what is right, no matter what circumstances exist.

So if we were to make resolutions — New Year’s or any time — based on what
we could draw from the account of Joseph, the resolution list for each of us may
look something like this.

• I am resolved to know that I may be treated wrong but will accept it and
not waste time and energy on retaliation.

“Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in
the eyes of everybody. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you,
live at peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, my friends, but
leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I
will repay,’ says the Lord.”(Romans 12:17-19 NIV)
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