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Is it really? We’ll be looking at more verses concerning this matter in the next issue
but for now, what about I Corinthians 6:1-5 that we read earlier in this article? Paul
actually rebukedthem for not judging — for not judging a dispute between brethren!
Somebody was wrong and they should judge who it was. If we can’t judge people,
then the Bible contradicts itself in multiple places —and that just isn’t the case.

We’ve barely scratched the surface concerning the subject of judging but we can
already see from just this brief discussion and these few Scriptures that
Christians who have become convinced that it is neveracceptable to God to
judge anyone or anything, have bought into a lie of Satan. That belief is not
according to the Scriptures. We’ve read several verses already that directly tell
us that we should make judgments. We’ve also read that Paul rebuked the
Corinthians for not judging when they should have.

Since we are nearing the end of this issue, let us remind readers that we did say
that judging is both commanded and condemned in the Scriptures so there is
still muchto be said about it and, Lord willing, we hope to address some of
those things in the next issues. We’ll also be discussing those two Scripture that
are the title of this series. But lest anyone read only this issue, let us make a
couple of points that we have yet to discuss in more detail.

First, Ephesians 4:15 and Galatians 6:1 states that we must “speak the truth in
love” and do so with a “spirit of meekness.”Judgments that Christians make
must be rendered in love, with meekness and be for the intention of turning the
erring one back to God (thereby demonstrating love for the soul of that individual).

“My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone
should bring him back, remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from
the error of his way will save him from death and cover over a multitude
of sins. (James 5:19-20 NIV)

Second, ultimate judgment is in God’s hands. Our command is to save souls
and as we will discuss in the following issues, judging is sometimes necessary
to do that. It is however, the Word that does the judging, rather than we. Our
responsibility is to discern its content and know it well enough to make righteous
judgments. If Christians continue to accept Satan’s lie that judging is never
appropriate, these Old Testament words may reveal the results of that error
displayed in our own society.

“The way of peace they know not; and there is no judgment in their
goings: they have made them crooked paths: whosoever goeth therein
shall not know peace.” (Isaiah 59:8 KJV)

— (continued in the next issue) —
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Judge Not that Ye . . . 
and

Let Him That Is Without Sin Cast . . . 
How many of us can quickly recite the rest of those Bible verses? Probably
most everyone. They seem to have become the “catch all” Scriptures to use just
about anytime an individual doesn’t want to hear something that someone else
is telling him or her. The method of operation nowadays that is frequently used
to allow one to believe or to do just about anything he or she wants, is to throw
out one of those verses — thereby hoping to stop the one doing the correcting
in their tracks. The implication is; “what gives you the right to judge me?”
Reciting these brief fragments of Scriptures is supposed to further imply that
even the Bible says; “you have no right to tell me I’m doing anything wrong.”
Is that really true though? What about judging? Is it always wrong? Many of
those who use these Scriptures in the way described above would like to convince
others that no one should ever judge or correct anyone for anything — ever!
Well, brethren, since that idea is completely in opposition to the Word of God,
we’re going to spend the next few issues of Diligence discussing what the
Scriptures have to say about judging. So — 

• If you’ve ever been “shut down” in a religious discussion by someone
misusing these Scriptures — this subject is for you.

• If you’ve ever been “shut down” by someone misusing these Scriptures
when you were lovingly attempting to admonish a fellow Christian to
renounce a sin or an error of belief — this subject is for you.

• If you’ve ever usedthese Scriptures yourself to justify not telling
someone that they are doing something wrong — this subject is for you.

• If you believe that it’s wrong to everjudge the actions or beliefs of
others — this subject is for you.

The Bible has much to say about judging — much more than just these two
verses that so many quote as if they are the final word on judging.

continued on page 2

First things first — in the January 15th issue of Diligence, there was an error that slipped
past all of the reads and re-reads we do before printing. That issue stated that Joseph

was the “youngest of twelve sons.” Those of you who have even a basic knowledge of
the Bible know that is incorrect. Apparently too much focus on the messageof the article

allowed us to repeatedly “read over” that error involving a basic Bible fact. We
apologize for that mistake and thank those of you who brought it to our attention.
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account in the church! I say this to shame you. Is it possible that there
is nobody among you wise enough to judge a dispute between believers?
(I Corinthians. 6:1-5 NIV)

It would be difficult to read even these few verses and hold to the opinion that
judging is neveracceptable to God.

Before we move on though, let’s check a dictionary. The Merriam-Webster
Dictionary defines the verb “judge” this way —

“to form an opinion about through careful weighing of evidence and testing
of premises; to determine or pronounce after inquiry and deliberation”

Notice that this definition indicates that judging is done very carefully and only
after certain criteria has been met — criteria such as “weighing of evidence,”
“testing of premises,” and “after inquiry and deliberation.” In other words judging
involves evaluating, discerning and thenforming an opinion about the matter in
question. So how can we be certain that we do those things? John 7:24 tells us —

“Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous
judgment.” (NASB)

We obviously shouldn’t judge on superficialelements such as race, cultural
background, financial status, etc. And even beyond that we also shouldn’t judge
without careful deliberation considering all of the facts and weighing all of the
evidence. But John 7:24 goes on to say that we should judge! So drawing a
correct conclusion (or judging) is not an option, it’s a requirement. The verse
then states that we should do that judging with righteousjudgement. Just what
is righteousjudgment? The Greek word used for righteous is “dikaois.”
Strong’s Greek Lexicon states that the meaning of “dikaois” is “to observe
divine laws; keeping the commands of God; acceptable of God.”So how can
we be sure that our judgments are righteous? The Scriptures tell us.

“To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this
word, it is because there is no light in them.” (Isaiah 8:20 KJV)

“But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you
than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.” (Gal. 1:8 KJV)

“He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges
him — the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.”
(John 12:48 NKJV)

So we can determine from these verses and the Greek word that is used for
“righteous” in John 7:24 that we will be judged by the Word. The Word of God
(the Bible) is the unchanging standard that determines good from evil, right
from wrong and righteousness from sin. We must judge (evaluate, discern,
determine) what is right and what is wrong based on God's Word — that is the
standard that must be used to judge “with righteous judgment.”

Some would claim that most of those verses on the previous page aren’t really
about judging the actions or beliefs of people. That’s different than judging situations.

Perhaps before we really “dig in” to this subject we should state that the most
important overall lesson to be understood is two fold.

• First, a complete evaluation of all of the Biblical evidence concerning
judging clearly demonstrates that anyone who randomly throws out
the statement “it’s always wrong to judge others” has very little
knowledge of the Word of God. (Yes, that is making a judgement)

• Second, judging is both commanded and condemned in the Bible.
How can that be? Doesn’t that mean that the Scriptures contradict
themselves? Absolutely not! Let’s discuss it in more detail.

The most common Greek word used for the verb “judge” in the New Testament
is “krino ” but it isn’t always translated as “judge.” For example “krino” is translated
as “decided” in the New International Version of the Bible and as “determined”
in the King James Version in Acts 3:13 and Acts 27:1 as well as in several other
places. Various otherterms are also used for “krino” throughout the Scriptures. All
in all “krino” is used 114 times in the New Testament. That alone surely should
tell us that the Bible has a lot to say about judging. So let’s begin by reading
just a few verses where judging is mentioned in a variety of situations.

“Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. Neither of them had the money to
pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will
love him more? Simon replied, ‘I suppose the one who had the bigger debt
canceled.’‘You have judged correctly,’ Jesus said.” (Luke 7:41-43 NIV)

“He said to the crowd: ‘When you see a cloud rising in the west, imme-
diately you say, ‘It's going to rain,’and it does. And when the south
wind blows, you say, ‘It's going to be hot,’and it is. Hypocrites! You
know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky. How is it
that you don't know how to interpret this present time? Why don't you
judge for yourselves what is right?’” (Luke 12:54-57 NIV)

“I speak to sensible people; judge for yourselves what I say.” (I Cor. 10:15 NIV)

“The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot under-
stand them, because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual man
makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any
man’s judgment” (I Corinthians 2:14-15 NIV)

“If any of you has a dispute with another, dare he take it before the
ungodly for judgment instead of before the saints? Do you not know that
the saints will judge the world? And if you are to judge the world, are
you not competent to judge trivial cases? Do you not know that we will
judge angels? How much more the things of this life! Therefore, if you
have disputes about such matters, appoint as judges even men of little
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