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— Part 3 —
Judge Not that Ye . . . 

and
Let Him That Is Without Sin Cast . . . 

If you have read the last two issues of Diligence, it has become evident that
there are certain things that the Scriptures command us to judge and there is a
standard by which we are to do so. We won’t take the space here to summarize
those past two issues but anyone wishing to refresh their memory, may go to the
web address listed at the bottom of page 4 and read them both.

It is a certainty that even the best of Christians err in their judging on occasion.
Since we have human weaknesses, it is probably a given fact that those weaknesses
sometimes get in the way of making righteousjudgments. We nevertheless, in
order to be obedient to the Scriptures, are commanded to judge certain things. It
is the mannerin which we do the judging that is sometimes not the way God
would have us to do it.

“Br ethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual,
restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself,
so that you too will not be tempted.” (Galatians 6:1 NASB)

“Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into
Him who is the Head, that is, Christ.” (Ephesians 4:15 NIV)

So the one who judges must also judge his/her own attitude. Most individuals
will react in a negative way when a well meaning Christian attempts to correct
or challenge the belief or behavior of that person. So it is often a matter of
perceptionwhether or not the one doing the judging is speaking the truth in love
andattempting to restore the erring one in a spirit of gentleness. Every Christian
must ultimately answer to God whether or not judgments made are done in the
proper manner. We must however, keep in mind that the heart of mankind is
deceptive and only God will know the true intention of one’s heart.

“The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can
understand it? ‘I the Lord search the heart and examine the mind, to
reward a man according to his conduct, according to what his deeds
deserve.’” (Jeremiah 17:9-10 NIV)

Paul understood that onlyGod — not himself or anyone else — could judge his heart.
“I car e very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed,
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exposed. Paul told Timothy —
“Pr each the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all long suffering and doctrine.” (II Timothy 4:2 KJV)

Paul’s instruction to preach the word includedinstructions to reprove and
rebuke. That requires judging. Satan would rather the sin or error be allowed to
continue. Paul went on to say —

“Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear.” (I Tim. 5:20 KJV)
To Titus, Paul wrote —

“For there are many rebellious people, mere talkers and deceivers,
especially those of the circumcision group. They must be silenced,
because they are ruining whole households by teaching things they
ought not to teach — and that for the sake of dishonest gain. Even one
of their own prophets has said, ‘Cretans are always liars, evil brutes,
lazy gluttons.’This testimony is true. Therefore, rebuke them sharply, so
that they will be sound in the faith” (Titus 1:10-13 NIV)

Following these instructions certainly required Titus to judge them. Satan hated
that kind of judging thenand he hates it now because it exposes his lies.

Since this subject has been spread over three issues, we’ll briefly summarize the
points we’ve discussed. If you failed to read either of the previous issues or just
don’t recall the Scriptural basis for each point, we ask that you please go to the
web site listed at the very bottom of this page and review them since we aren’t
including the Scriptural basis for each of the points.
First — The Scriptures commandChristians to judge between good and evil.

Those who refuse to judge are sinning against God.
Second —Judging must be based on the Word of God, must be done in an

appropriate manner and with appropriate intentions.
Third — We are commanded to judge between those who do and those who do

not teach the true doctrine of Christ.
Fourth — We must judge sin among us and have no fellowship with brethren

who engage in certain practices or immoral conduct.
Fifth — We are commanded to judge ourselves.
Sixth — There are certain things we are not to judge — disputable matters,

motives and those who have not accepted the Gospel.
Seventh —There are limitations on judging. Only God can judge hearts.

Failing to judge sin does NOTdemonstrate love. “The Lord disciplines those he
loves” (Hebrews 12:6). There can be no discipline without judging. Let us examine
ourselves and determine whether or not we love others enoughto discipline
with righteous judgment according to the Word of God.
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Our command is to save souls. That means sharing the Gospel with those of the
world who do not know God — those who are quite possibly involved in sinful
acts, sinful lifestyles, sinful conduct and sinful behaviors. Those who have not
accepted the Gospel obviously do not abide by God’s Word. “God will judge
those....” There is no commanded to not associate with those who may engage in
sinful conduct or behavior if they are not a brother or sister in Christ. In fact,
how else can we ever hope to have the opportunity to lead them to salvation?

We can’t address the subject of judging without referencing Romans 14. For the
sake however of trying to bring this series to a close, let us just briefly make a few
comments concerning the overall context of that chapter. The first thing we must
note is that it address the weaker and the stronger brothers and “disputable” matters.
That’s important! Paul is basically saying in that chapter that some things are simply
not worth going to war over Everything mentioned in the chapter falls into the
category of disputablematters. The second thing of importance that must be
noted is the historical context of some of the things that Paul mentions. For
example, verse 6 speaks of eating (or not eating) meat. This has nothing to do with
the Roman Catholic doctrine of abstaining from meat on certain days. What Paul
is addressing concerned some problems facing Christians during those early days
of the church. In those days, there was much disputing between the Gentiles and
the Jews as to whether or not Christians could go to the market and buy meat that
had been sacrificed to idols and then serve it to guests or eat it themselves. Many
Jewish Christians also questioned eating “unclean” meats that had been forbidden
by the Mosaic Law. Paul is telling them that these are disputablematters and that
makes them a matter of conscience. No one should condemn another for whichever
way they believed on these disputable matters. Even though Paul knew that there
was nothing intrinsically unclean (vs. 14) about any of those meats, they should
not violate their conscience in these matters. In other words, if they believedit was
a sin, they shouldn’t do it. If they were convinced that eating certain meats was
acceptable, go ahead and eat them (vs. 14). But don’t condemn the brother who
believed it waswrong — or serve it to him as a guest — because it would be
wrong for him to eat it against his conscience. Being conscientious therefore is an
admirable trait that is to be respected by those in Christ. Paul addresses this sort
of issue again in I Cor. 8:4; I Cor. 10:23-33 and Colossians 2:16-17. There are
still today disputable matters that Paul would probably once again say; “it’s not
worth going to war over.” If you think it’s wrong, don’t do it. These disputable
matters however are not the kinds of things that we have already discussed —
things such as false teachers, false doctrine, sinful lifestyles, acts and behaviors,
etc. Thoseare not disputablematters. They are specificallycondemned in the Word!

We have already stated that believing we can neverjudge others is a lie of
Satan. Satan would have all of us buy into that lie if he could, because it allows
evil to flourish. Satan doesn’t want Christians to judge with righteous judgment!
In fact, he hates it when we do. Why? Because it exposes things he doesn’t want

I do not even judge myself. My conscience is clear, but that does not make
me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore judge nothing before
the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what
is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men’s hearts. At that
time each will receive his praise from God.” (I Corinthians 4:3-5 NIV)

Paul recognized that his service was to God and it was to God that he would
ultimately answer. He cared “very little” whether or not manapproved since
human judges might approveof his service while the Lord could see his heart
and find it unacceptable. Since even our ownhearts can deceive us, we certainly
can’t judge the motives that emanate from the hearts of others. The Lord will
have the final word as to the standing of each of us at the “appointed time.”

The bottom line here is that any inappropriate judging is not acceptable to God
whether it be because of our attitude, our intention or because we fail to recognize
limitations such as our inability to judge motives and the hearts of others.
Inappropriate judging is the very thing that was condemned in the context of the
Scripture stating “judge not that you be not judged.”That was hypocritical
judging (see previous issue) and it was condemned. The same is also true of the
other Scripture in the title of this article — “Let him that is without sin cast...”.
The context of those verses in John 8, reveals that the Jews had brought a
woman to Jesus who had been caught in the “very act” of adultery. The Old
Testament Law that those Jews were using to say that the woman should be
stoned also stated that bothparties involved should be stoned, yet they had
brought only the woman. Where was her partner? By Law, he had to be there
also. They were therefore ignoring part of the very Law that they were pretending
to honor. There was no concern for the soul of the woman. It was intended to be
a trap for Jesus (John 8:6). Judgments must be made in love and humility, not
hypocritically, superficially, or in hostility.

In the previous issue, we discussed Paul’s boldness in judging the man who was
practicing sin, even though Paul was a sinner himself, just as we all are. You
may (or may not) have noticed that we omitted several verses when we quoted
I Cor. 5:1-13. We intentionally omitted some verses in that issue because we
wanted to save the discussion of those words until now. So let’s read that again,
beginning at verse 9 — this time including the verses we previously had omitted.

“ 9I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral
people — 10not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral,
or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to
leave this world. 11But now I am writing you that you must not associate
with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or
greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a
man do not even eat. 12What business is it of mine to judge those outside
the church? Are you not to judge those inside? 13God will judge those
outside. Expel the wicked man from among you.” (I Cor. 5:9-13 NIV)
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