
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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A Call to Arms

It is our hope that each individual reading this article will take the point made

very personally — ourselves included — as we are as much the subject of this

article as are any of our readers. It seems that those of us who are members of

the Lord’s Church have rested on our laurels for too many decades. This conclu-

sion comes after observing that those of us serving in the Lord’s Army seem to

be demonstrating a weakening of resolve to spread the Gospel.

It doesn’t take many visits to our churches to conclude that most of what we do is for

ourselves. We suggest for your consideration that the lethargic, lifeless, self-serving

nature of many congregations of the Church today is largely a result of a very

specific wave of rapid growth in the population of America. While this may seem to

be an over simplification of a problem that involves many aspects, the impact of this

wave is a matter of history. Follow this thought process and perhaps you will agree.

On December 7th, 1941 the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor and America was

changed forever. As America’s men left in droves to fight World War II, women

were called upon to enter the workforce. They quickly adapted to that new role

and their continuing presence in the workplace today is having significant influence

on our culture. But the change that America experienced in the years following

the War is the one on which we will focus for this article. When the War ended,

and the soldiers began returning home, families started to grow at a record setting

pace. Between the years 1946 and 1964 a historical number of births occurred in

the United States. Children born during those massive growth years are referred

to as “Baby Boomers” and are having great impact on our culture yet today.

Just as it was in all other areas of our society, that massive population explosion

was also felt in the New Testament Church. But the growth in the Church during

the Baby Boomer years has yielded an unexpected outcome. Congregations

grew at a record setting pace during those years and it was of course seen as a

“good thing.” A close inspection of that growth however reveals that it does

nothing more than parallel the growth pattern of society in general. Just like the

population explosion occurred in society, more and more children (Baby

Boomers) were also being, “born into the church.” During those years the

Church was growing rapidly but it wasn’t because of evangelism aimed at the

lost. It was actually a result of record numbers of children being born to those

who were already Christians and simply following in their parents footsteps.
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5) The marching orders were given by the Son of God Himself and have

not been cancelled.

6) Every soldier in the service of the King has been given the same instruction

manual. Some read it — some do not.

7) Each soldier is given talent. Talents differ, but in every soldier’s case

they are to contribute to the stated goal of spreading the Gospel.

8) Lost souls will learn of salvation through our efforts or those of a fellow

soldier. That is the method God put into place.

9) The benefits of salvation are eternal and everlasting.

10)The losses without salvation are eternal and everlasting.

11) The fields are white for harvest now as much as anytime in the past.

12)Workers are needed.

Question — Why aren’t all Christians anxious to share the Gospel? Would we

perhaps answer this question in one of these ways?

1) I have no one to talk to about the Gospel.

2) I have no idea where or how to begin the conversation.

3)My congregation has a preacher and he does the evangelism work.

4)Most people already attend church and to discuss with them what I

believe about salvation would be insulting to their belief.

5)There aren’t enough hours in the day with all the duties already on my

schedule.

6) I’m unsure of my own relationship with God.

7) I have a lack of confidence in handling the Bible.

Even if we added many more answers, it still wouldn’t get us “off the hook.” As

long as God leaves us in this world, we all have work to do and we must act.

Please take the time to watch this enclosed DVD — all of it. Know and learn its

content and be able to defend the faith. Then — after you have viewed it — there

must be someone you know that needs to be told the Biblical Truths explained

on this DVD. Think of someone you would like to reach — pray for God’s help.

Then give the DVD away to that person — ask him or her to view it and give

you an opinion of it. Or — arrange to meet with that person over 6 meetings to

view it together and discuss each segment. If you want additional copies to

share with friends or family let us know and we will see that you get them.

Let’s all become soldiers in the Lord’s Army — soldiers ready for combat with

the enemy (Satan). We can all do better than we have in the past and this is a

method that all of us can easily use. So go ahead — draw your sword — expand

the Kingdom. And may God bless our efforts.
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that what’s important? Evangelism is too often not a central part of the mission of

a congregation. The ability of an enthused evangelist to save souls is often neutral-

ized by a lethargic culture prevelent among most members of the local congregation.

The world situation is testimony to the dire need for people to know Christ as

their Savior and therefore answer to the Commander-In-Chief (Christ). We need

not look far from our own neighborhoods to see that moral decay is rapidly

becoming more and more evident throughout our culture. School systems are

becoming more and more friendly toward teaching agendas that include homo-

sexuality, premarital sex and other sinful lifestyles. Drug use and pornography is

rampant in society. There should be no question in anyone’s mind that the

Muslim religion is negatively aggressive toward Christianity and that its mission

includes a concept of “convert or conquer” — with “conquer” including death

to the opposition. More and more nations are interested in developing nuclear

weapons. Crimes such as murder and rape are on the increase in many of our

communities. Need we go on? This world is in need of soldiers who will draw

their sword (the Word of God) for the cause of Christ and preach the Gospel.

Time marches on, as do the people in our lives. God only knows the number of

people He has placed before us hoping that we would be good soldiers and tell

them of the benefits found in the service of our Commander-In-Chief.

1) Is it possible that some of the people with whom we have had contact

were searching for the friend we could have been had we not been so

wrapped up in what we consider “church” work that we had no time to

share the Good News with them?

2) Is it possible that the marching orders given by Jesus long ago need to be

repeated every day until we accept the command personally?

3) If we heard verbally from God Himself, would we be more inclined to

respond with a sense of urgency to share the Gospel with people destined

for an eternity in hell? (We have heard — it’s in the Bible).

4) Are we only interested in saving people in our own natural families or

those of our own socioeconomic level — what about all of the others?

5) What would it take to “move” us to have the desire to reach out to a

dying world with the Gospel?

The answers may be obvious — or perhaps not.

There are Biblical Truths however, that should make all of us feel the need to

share the Gospel as often as physically possible with as many people as we

possibly can. God’s Word clearly teaches the following —

1) God wills that all mankind should be saved.

2) God provided the necessary sacrifice to make salvation possible.

3) He instituted an earthly Kingdom that has the stated purpose of expanding

its borders one soul at a time.

4) The duty of expanding that Kingdom was entrusted to those who have

accepted the call of the message of salvation from God.

While the Church was basking in this unprecedented growth, Bible study began

to be replaced by an emphasis on self-esteem improvement. Bible study that had

previously included intense efforts and training toward evangelism became less

important because growth was occurring at a record setting pace in spite of a

lack of evangelistic outreach. That pace however was the result of the baptizing

of record numbers of family members. Growth of the New Testament Church

was a delusion — a delusion that resulted from a population explosion — not

the evangelistic efforts of Christians.

Those decades of growth have now passed. During them however, the Bible study

that had been focused on soul winning became less and less important. After all, the

Church was growing by leaps and bounds anyway and there seemed to be no real

need for the kind of direct evangelism that had been so important in the past. Even

those who were skilled at outreach began to “give up” and many of them have now

passed away. A “new, kinder, gentler message” began to evolve. It appeared that this

“new way” was effective since phenomenal growth was occurring even though

very few preached “hard Truth” messages and sermons any longer. The firm

foundation built on Scriptural knowledge began to slip away. Scriptures that were

once clearly understood by almost everyone in the Church began to be debated.

Lacking an in depth understanding of their own beliefs, those who had been a

part of that wave of population explosion began to question Truths that had not

been questioned in the past. The lack of a firm foundation began to take its toll.

The passage of time has now made it politically incorrect to state that anyone has

the Truth regardless of how strong the Bible’s message is. Salvation has become

subject to “interpretation” — rather than accepting the Scriptures as The Absolute

Truth. How many times have we all heard the phrase “there are many paths to God?”

Truth is now being altered and modified to avoid confrontation in favor of what

is erroneously viewed as “love.” We are in a generation that pleases the ears of

those who want to avoid any knowledge of God’s wrath that is to come.

II Timothy 4:2-4 — “Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of

season; correct, rebuke and encourage — with great patience and careful

instruction. For the time will come when men will not put up with sound

doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them

a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.

They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.”

In the church today, evangelistic efforts are often reduced only to mission trips

taken by individuals (usually college students getting credit for the effort) along

with their sponsors to a foreign country less fortunate than themselves. In all too

many instances, the missionary’s return and share their experiences with state side

congregations — time passes — the excitement dissipates and the temporary

enthusiasm for evangelism comes to an end. The once excited evangelists comfort-

ably assimilate into congregations that already have sufficient people to fill the

jobs that need to be done and to meet the budgets that need to be met. After all isn’t
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