
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Not Here, Please

It’s now been a couple of weeks since you received the previous issue of

Diligence and we hope you took some time to view the DVD that was included

with that issue. Even better — we hope that you not only viewed it yourself, but

also offered it to someone else to see.

If you did give it to someone else to view, you may by now, be aware that there

can be danger — or at the very least — discomfort when we share the Gospel

with someone. Perhaps the recipient asked questions that made you uncomfortable.

Those questions might have been about salvation or perhaps they were about the

church or about any number of other topics that you may have found difficult to

address. It’s almost certain that sharing the Gospel will bring danger in the form

of questions that will, at the very least make us uncomfortable.

How we handle those questions can and probably will have great impact on the

potential of that inquisitive person as to whether or not he or she ultimately

chooses to become a child of God. So our anticipation of questions that are likely

to present themselves should stimulate us to think about them and study God’s

Word so that we will be prepared to answer them when we share the Gospel.

Jesus, the greatest teacher of all times, was asked many questions while He was on the

earth. Those questions were sometimes asked with the intent to trap Him. Other times

they were asked with a sincere desire to know the truth. But at all times He was

ready to give an answer. We must also always be ready to answer. (I Peter 3:15)

One topic that will often prompt several questions is the Church and what many

see as its peculiar ways. To help frame our thoughts for the balance of this article,

consider this actual account told by a person who came to the USA to become a

citizen. Her comments were in response to the May 1st marches that took place

around the country that were intended to bring attention to illegal immigrants who

hope to change the country to meet their desires. They as well as their supporters,

want this country to allow them citizenship without following the established

channels that have been a part of the USA’s immigration policy for many years.

When asked how she felt about this aspect of the march she stated; “When I

chose to come and be a part of the USA and to become a citizen it was with an

understanding that I was becoming a part of something already in existence

with rules, laws and practices. It was my responsibility to obey those rules and

laws and accept the practices, not come to impose my will on the country and

demand changes to suit my desires.”
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talents and the option for women to serve in this role. Yet these are the qualities

and requirements for Church leaders that God saw fit to include in Scripture.

6) Assembly of the saints — those who are outside of the Kingdom would

probably consider some aspects of our assembly to be quite peculiar.

• Singing without a choir or any musical instruments

• Praying prayers that are not memorized and recited in unison

• Communion every Sunday

• Money raised only by free will offerings — no garage sales or car washes

• Preaching

All elements that are common to our assembly today were also common to the

assembly in the first century of the Church. They accomplished the purpose then

and that purpose has not changed. We must encourage those we teach to accept

the simplistic and centuries old nature of our worship as one of the greatest gifts

God has given to us. We should feel no need or obligation to defend it. Anyone

who believes that the assembly should include anything that was not a part of

the early church should be reminded that they have chosen to become citizens

of a Kingdom that was established centuries ago with a divine purpose that is

pleasing to God. It is not subject to the introduction or exclusion of elements

because of our likes and dislikes but are according to God’s unchanging instructions.

7) Salvation itself comes about in a manner that is considered peculiar even to

much of the world that views itself as Christian. The idea of baptism for remission

of sins seems to escape many people. We must hold to the numerous examples

of conversions in Acts as proof that God established one method for salvation.

To make allowances for other possibilities is to deny the fact that even Paul,

with his highly unusual encounter on the road to Damascus, was still required to

be baptized before his sins were forgiven (Acts 22:16). We cannot apologize for

the Truth as it is taught in the Bible.

We could go on with this list but these few examples make the point. The Kingdom

was established on the day of Pentecost. We have all of the Scriptures to tell us

what God expects of us as citizens of that Kingdom. We have no right to add to

or to take away from those instructions (Rev. 22:18-19). The words of the lady

who chose to become a US citizen are also appropriate to those being added to

the Lord’s Kingdom. “When I chose to come and be a part of the USA and to

become a citizen it was with an understanding that I was becoming a part of

something already in existence with rules, laws and practices. It was my respon-

sibility to obey those rules and laws and accept the practices, not come to impose

my will on the country and demand changes to suit my desires.” Let us resolve

to teach “new borns” God’s way — not allow them to teach us the world’s way.
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3) Jesus chose common men to be Apostles. They were from varied backgrounds

and none of them would have been classified as leaders in the view of the

world. But His purpose was not of this world so their earthly skills, while some-

times useful were not needed to spread the Gospel. He did not seek out great

orators of the day, or great organizers or great leaders (Matt. 4:18-21; John 1:43-50).

4) Later, as the Church began to grow and needed men to serve as deacons, we

note that the qualities those men were to have didn’t include the same things for

which an earthly organization would look. “Therefore, brethren, seek out from

among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom,

whom we may appoint over this business; but we will give ourselves continually

to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” (Acts 6:3-4 NKJV)

5) As the church grew to the point that the Apostles needed to appoint overseers in

each congregation, we again see that the qualifications for these men are far

different than an earthly organization of today might look for and demand. In fact,

many of these qualifications would be considered to be outright politically incorrect

and simply not possible. But nonetheless, they are precisely what God specifically

designated as qualifications for those who are leaders in His church. Remember,

these qualifications for Church leaders are His list, not ours. (I Timothy 3:1-7)

• Desire a good work — not view leadership as a position.

• Blameless — completely above suspicion of any kind.

• Husband of one wife — a difficult qualification in this day of divorce.

• Temperate — not controlled by any substance; having self restraint.

• Sober-minded — balanced in his thinking; able to curb his own impulses.

• Good behavior — orderly.

• Hospitable — loves strangers; accessible; his house is open.

• Able to teach — others — as well as be taught himself.

• Not given to wine — not controlled by drinking.

• Not violent — not ready to “take someone out” for transgressions.

• Not greedy for money — not a materialistic attitude.

• Gentle — approachable.

• Not quarrelsome — contends for the faith without being contentious.

• One who rules his own house well — responsibly manages, protects 

and gives attention to his own home.

• Having his children in submission with all reverence — his children 

obey him with respect as their father.

• Not a novice — not a new believer.

• Good testimony of those outside the church — good reputation among 

those who are not members of the Body — those in the city.

Once again the attributes that are included in God’s requirements for a leader in

the local church would probably be suspect to anyone coming into the Kingdom

with the idea that attributes favorable to the world are equally as important in the

Church. Notice the absence of titles of any type, degrees, wealth, accomplishments,

Our citizenship in the Body of Christ or the Kingdom of God is much like her

description of citizenship in the USA. The Kingdom (the Church) was in existence

long before we became citizens of it. The Kingdom has practices, order and if you

will, rules that were in place from the earliest recorded times (Acts 2). Any person

who chooses to become a citizen of the Kingdom (or a member of the Body of

Christ) is not free to set about changing those things that have been in place from

its inception. That may be possible in worldly organizations but — “Not Here, Please”

So do we begin giving a list of all the things the potential Christian (or potential

member of the Body of Christ) should expect when they enter the Kingdom and

try to defend each peculiar aspect of that list? No! The focus of Scripture is the

saving of the souls and it is to that end that all other aspects of the Body relate.

All aspects serve to support the work of saving souls and the building them up

to become productive citizens in the Kingdom.

Using the example of the lady who chose to become a citizen of the USA, we must

ask those who choose to become children of God and citizens of the Kingdom to

respect the various ways and traits of the Kingdom that to them, may seem to be

outside of the mainstream of contemporary thought. The purpose to be served in

the Kingdom of God (saving souls) is different than the purpose of any other segment

of our culture. The practices, order and rules of the Kingdom must remain exactly

as they were established in the very beginning if we are to avoid introducing into

the Kingdom all sorts of practices, order, rules and doctrines that will serve to

weaken its ability to accomplish its God given purpose. Jesus set an example for

us to follow in this area with His response to those who were changing the purpose

of the temple from a place of worship into a place to make money (Matt. 21:12).

While potential (or newly born) Christians must be given the time and the opportunity

to learn while they are maturing, we must not give them a false expectation that the

Kingdom of God will resemble other organizations in the world. It won’t! It’s not

like any other organization (or denomination). We must allow the peculiar nature

of the Kingdom to have the strength of purpose that God has designed it to have.

What are some of those peculiar aspects of the Kingdom?

1) Peace comes to the person who accepts the salvation offered by God, but Jesus

said: “Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division.

From now on there will be five in one family divided against each other, three against

two and two against three. They will be divided,...” (Luke 12:51-53 NIV) This is a

harsh truth until it is understood as a necessity for those who choose to follow Christ.

2) Once we “get it” and understand it and accept the salvation that is offered to

us — it is clear. But to those who don’t understand, it continues to be a mystery.

“He told them, ‘The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to

those on the outside everything is said in parables so that, they may be ever

seeing but never perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding; otherwise

they might turn and be forgiven!’” (Mark 4:11-12 NIV)
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