
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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There’s No Place Like Home — Part One

A few weeks ago during my brother Don’s funeral, the concept of home kept

going through my mind. As friends and family recounted their memories of

Don, many of them were associated with incidences that had taken place “at

home” — either when he was a child or as an adult with his own home. Many

of those who told their story related it to various things in this life and of the

knack Don had for keeping this life in perspective and his eyes focused on an

eternal home with God in heaven. For a Christian, “going home” is the culmi-

nation of a lifetime of preparation. There is most definitely no place like home

for one who has faithfully served The Master all of his or her life.

When most of us make the statement, “There’s No Place Like Home,” we

assume that it conjures up thoughts of peace, love and tranquility to whomever

is the hearer — but those thoughts are evoked only by those of us who have

been fortunate enough to know home as a place of love, comfort, rest and

refuge. Only those who have been thus blessed with that kind of home can properly

relate to the idea of a heavenly home of eternal rest. It is unfortunate that, to

many of those around us every day, the concept of heaven being a desirable

eternal home is somewhat of a foreign idea. Far too many do not have the kind

of home on this earth that serves as an earthly example of the exceptional home

in heaven that awaits those who are saved.

As Christians we have a responsibility to create a home that will allow every one

of its members to have a proper vision of what an eternal home in heaven might be

like. Christian parents must make every effort possible to assure that the children

who grow up in their home grasp the concept that home is a haven of shelter from

danger or hardships — a sanctuary of retreat from pressures of everyday living.

What is in this article is nothing new, but nevertheless is worth consideration, given

the importance of having heaven as our goal and instilling that same goal in our
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to remain intact, the inhabitants of a home need to understand that love abides

there in various forms. The exercise and application of love in all of it’s forms

has much to do with the longevity of family relationships. When love is misun-

derstood and/or misused, relationships suffer. It is not the purpose of this article

to go into details concerning the many forms of love and the need for each of

those to exist within a family, but the home will more closely represent a haven

of rest and a place of refuge when love is a integral part of its existence. (For

further study of “love” please visit the web site listed at the bottom of page 4

and see Diligence, Volume 1, Issues 6 through 10)

Fourth — an earthly home involves forgiveness. It is a difficult thing to forgive

and even more difficult to forget. We learn to forgive in the manner taught to us

in the Scriptures at home as well as away from home. A home lacking forgiveness

between the members of the family cannot be a place of rest or refuge. If we are

to have a proper vision of a heavenly home we must have homes that have

forgiveness as a part of daily existence. As we develop the ability to forgive and

remember no more, we can look forward to an eternal home in the presence of

of God who holds nothing against us because we have total forgiveness through

the blood of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

“For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness,and their sins and their

lawless deeds I will remember no more.” (Hebrews 8:12 NKJV)

A home that exhibits forgiveness among its inhabitants is an example of the

power of salvation lived out by members of a family.This is a very ambitious

goal that is sometimes challenging to make a part of our everyday life.

Fifth — an earthly home has rules and discipline. Families differ greatly in the

types of rules they have as well as the methods used to implement them and bring

about their acceptance, but if the rules are reasonable they will serve to bring

order to everyday living while aiding in creating an environment that will support

and encourage the other desired attributes of a good earthly home. It is on this

point that parents must remember that their children are just that — children.

They aren’t capable of handling adult like stress from being over-burdened with

tasks they aren’t mature enough to handle. Rules, discipline and assignment of

chores must always be age appropriate.

Well, it looks like we’re out of space for this issue. There are however, several

more points we’d like to discuss concerning attributes of an earthly home that

will help provide a healthy vision of an eternal heavenly home. So we’ll just

continue with this same subject in the next issue.
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a reference point of relating to an eternal home. A child who lives in a home

that is a haven of shelter and rest has an example of God’s plan for an everlasting

reward. By contrast however, a home that is in constant turmoil and strife at

every turn with no evidence of the presence of God lays the groundwork for dis-

belief in an eternal home of rest. (Heb. 4:3-11; Matt. 11:28-29). It is very difficult

for a child to comprehend the marvelous and wonderful nature of a heavenly home

if there is absolutely no reference point at all from which to understand the reward

that awaits him or her for faithfully serving The Master all of his or her life.

Before we move on from discussing the inhabitants of the home, just a word

about the role of fathers in the home. Children who have no reference point as

to the appropriate role of a father will have great difficulty viewing God the

Father in a proper way. It is imperative that men seek to know what God’s Word

says about their role as fathers if they are to have the correct influence in the home.

“Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in

the training and instruction of the Lord..” (Ephesians 6:4 NIV)

Second — an earthly home is a place of constant growth and learning. The

greatest thing that happens in a home is the growth of understanding. Obviously,

education in the various subjects that are a part of the world’s knowledge is

necessary, but even greater is the need for a home to be informed concerning

God. There is no substitute for the Bible in equipping family members to deal

with the challenges of the world. Any person who is aware of the world we live

in knows the impact the Devil has on people in the world. If the home is not the

place of learning about God there is little chance that all of the family members

will know of the eternal home God has prepared for those who obey Him.

Parents are to raise their children up in the training and instruction of the Lord.

To be able to do that, parents themselves must be constantly growing — growing

in knowledge of the Word and in their faith and devotion to God. Mack Lyon,

director of In Search of the Lord’s Way Ministry made the following statement in

the May issue of The Search Light:

“For the most part Christian parents are totally untaught, unprepared,

and unable to be and do what parents are taught in the Scriptures to be

and do, to teach the Word of God to their children ... We are bringing

up a generation of our children completely without knowledge about

Christ and His way.”

Regardless of our age or circumstances Christian parents must seek to continue

to grow. Both Christians and non-Christians can observe the influence on a

home that engages in continual study and growth of its inhabitants.

Third — an earthly home involves love in all of its forms. The proper place to

teach the love of God is in the home. The relationship of family members —

husbands to wives and wives to husbands as well as parents to children and children

to parents, is intended to be a lifetime relationship. In order for those relationships

children. For the balance of this article let’s consider the attributes that might be a part

of our earthly home that will provide a healthy vision of heaven as an eternal home.

First — an earthly home includes inhabitants. The ideal home involves one or

more people and has God as the ultimate authority on life. The first home with

Adam and Eve was complete and existed in the presence of God. They had an

absolutely perfect home until they left God out of their plans. When they decided

to disobey God’s rule (or restriction), their life became far more difficult. Their

perfect home in the Garden of Eden ended because they turned their back on

God by rejecting his instructions.

“So the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the

ground from which he had been taken. After He drove the man out, He

placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming

sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.”

(Genesis 3:23-24 NIV)

Of course, we know that the loss of that home was the introduction of sin into

the world and that it is only because of the blood of Jesus that mankind can look

forward to an eternal home in heaven.

There are numerous lessons to be learned from the pages of the Old Testament

concerning family relationships and homes. But beyond all of those early Bible

families there is also a wealth of instructions given to us in the New Testament

— instructions concerning marriage and the proper relationship that should exist

between husbands and wives. If the objective is to have a home that can be a

haven of rest, the husband/wife relationship must be guided by God’s word.

“Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is the

head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, His body, of which

He is the Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives

should submit to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your

wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her to

make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the

word, and to present her to Himself as a radiant church, without stain

or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same

way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who

loves his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated his own body,

but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church —for we are

members of His body. ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and

mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’

This is a profound mystery — but I am talking about Christ and the

church. However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves

himself, and the wife must respect her husband.” (Ephesians 5:22-33 NIV)

The natural result of marriage is children. If and when a couple is ready for children

and are blessed to have them, the home becomes more important than ever — as
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