
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Exchanging the Truth for a Lie

There is often times a great deal of angst that occurs when Christians attempt to

study the Bible and then apply what it teaches. This occurs in large part because

of the desire by many to adhere to Biblical truths while at the same time, staying

in good stead with the religious world as a whole. Why are the two sometimes

incompatible? Perhaps it is because the religious community and many Christians

have exchanged Biblical truths for lies. Harsh, you say? Judgmental, you say?

We ask that you read the balance of this article before drawing such a conclusion.

There are some in the Lord’s church today, who are seeking to orchestrate unity

among “christians” on the basis of men’s views and desires rather than holding

to Biblical Truth as the basis for unity. Those members of the Lord’s Body who

are attempting to orchestrate such a unity are advancing their effort by attempting

to unite the New Testament Church with a group that was found to be in error

100 years ago. Unfortunately, there has been no change in the erroneous beliefs

of that denomination that would cause their practices to be any more correct

today than they were those 100 years ago. The Truth of the Bible did not change

during those 100 years. So, if their practices were not in accordance with the

Scriptures then, they are still not in accordance with the Scriptures now.

It might be wise to consider the following questions when considering whether or not

to become involved with the unity efforts that are afloat in the Lord’s Church today.

1) If God adds to His church daily those who are saved (Acts 2:47), exactly

who is benefited (or harmed) if a denomination is (or is not) accepted in

fellowship with the Church?

2) If those in the denomination are already added to the Kingdom, does my

exclusion or inclusion change anything as far as their relationship to God?

3) Since the unity movement accepts most all denominations as part of the

Body of Christ — regardless of their teachings or beliefs, why wouldn’t

Christians who are a part of that movement and desire association with a

larger group of people just locate the largest group of religious people they

can find and make the necessary adjustments to their beliefs and join them?

4) Faithful Christians in Christ have His Spirit with them so they are never

alone anyway. Study of His Word assures them of spiritual growth. So

would fellowship with a larger group of individuals who may not be adhering

to that Word enhance or harm their spiritual growth and well being?
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Although the women’s liberation movement may have had its peak many years

ago, the impact is just now being seen in the Church since many of those who

are women’s liberation advocates are now empty nesters and can reassert their

own desire to be visible leaders in today’s Church. Their desire to rebel against

God’s order did not go away — it only laid dormant like a disease that was in

remission only to be reenergized when the opportunity to take control became

available. That opportunity have been exacerbated by the absence of Godly men

who, because of their failure to be grounded in God’s Word, are allowing and

encouraging women to do so.

Here are some thoughts we might want to consider as we evaluate some practices

and teachings currently being advanced in the Church. Is there any evidence in

the Scriptures that would authorize — 

1) Instrumental music in worship — Is there evidence of its use or an

absence of evidence?

2) Female leadership in the church — Is there any example teaching that it is

God’s intention for women to lead congregations?

3) Baptism — Is it for remissions of sins or for membership into a church or

congregation?

4) Assembly of the Saints — Are there Biblical examples for a weekly meeting

of Christians? Do those examples provide for a choice of Traditional or

Contemporary? Are those meetings intended to be Seeker Services?

5) Bible — Is it the Absolute Truth from cover to cover, or is it just a good

guide when someone needs a reference?

These is just some of the misinformation coming from within the church that is not

consistent with the Bible. Such teachings should be vigorously refuted by any believer

worth his or her salt. Run from anyone who teaches these lies and uses double talk

to defend them. We could go on and on concerning other areas of teaching that

will require compromise of the Scriptures if unity with denominations is to be

accepted without asking those denominations to accept the Truth as it is revealed

in the Scriptures. A famous preacher once said: “To forgive without demanding

change is to make the grace of God an accomplice to evil.” We don’t know whether

or not that is an accurate statement, but it is certainly interesting food for thought.

As Christians, we must always strive to accept whatever the Word teaches — even

if it may not be in accordance with our own goals. There are many today attempting

to distort the Word in order to fulfill their own desires. We must not be among them.

Jesus prayed for unity among His followers (John 17:22) but that unity must be

based on the Truth (John 17:17). Let us all remain faithful to His Word.
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number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn

their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.” (II Tim. 4:3-4 NIV)

“...They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.

For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will

believe the lie and so that all will be condemned who have not believed

the truth but have delighted in wickedness.” (II Thess. 2:10-12 NIV)

Let’s consider some of the following lines that are being blurred today (or in

some cases, outright lies that are being taught as Truth) by those whom the

world would consider to be influential and knowledgeable Christians.

Probably the most dangerous piece of misinformation today concerns baptism.

Its purpose today, is taught in a much different way than the Bible teaches. Jesus’

words are quite clear: “Go ye therefore and teach,... baptizing…” (Matt 28:19).

“...even baptism doth also now save us”(I Pet. 3:21). “...be baptized every one

of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,...” (Acts 2:38). “We

were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as

Christ was raised ... we too may live a new life.” (Rom. 6:4). Reading material

such as Rick Warren's Purpose Driven Church, reveals that he built a very large

church by using business development models. In his church, baptism is part of

an “initiation ritual” done as part of the membership process to make new members

“feel special” (Pg 323) rather than for remission of sins. Since much is made of

membership in particular churches today, this is a common practice among many

religious groups. The question each of us must ask ourselves is whether or not this

teaching matches with the Scriptures we just read in the previous paragraph?

Additional misinformation that has come from within the church itself is that which

is taught by Rubel Shelly (of Rochester Christian College, Woodmont Hills Church

of Christ and David Lipscomb University in Nashville) and John York (of David

Lipscomb and Woodmont Hills) in their book The Jesus Proposal. In addition to

other questionable teachings included in the book, they state that we cannot know

when we have been saved. They claim that salvation is rather a “process” — not

something that occurs at the moment of immersion — and at some point (often

unknown to the believer) we are saved. This completely false teaching contends

that baptism is just part of a “process” — not the time of salvation (Pg. 130).

Also of concern — we recently spent several articles discussing Biblical male leader-

ship. The Biblical teaching on this subject is not popular with many people within the

Church, but the nature of mankind has not changed since God created us — nor has

God’s Word changed. Those who refer to Scriptural practices as traditions do so in an

effort to allow their dismissal on the basis of being antiquated and no longer appli-

cable in today’s culture. If you think they are antiquated consider many congregations

of the Church today and the need that exists for leadership. We believe that this is the

result of the failure by many to accept God’s teaching regarding male leadership.

5) What is the real purpose for these unity efforts? Might it be to sell more books?

6) Will a compromise be necessary in order to have unity?

7) Are the individuals promoting the unity movement open and honest

about their motives and actions, or is there a lot of unclear double talk?

8) If one does choose to become part of a larger group of people because of

joining in the unity effort, will it improve his or her relationship with God?

9) If local opportunities were not organized and promoted by some leaders in

the Church, would you consider attending a denominational congregation

independent of those promotions for unity? If not, why be involved at all?

10) The biggest question — is the so called unity of this movement based on

Scripture or is it based on the design and desires of men?

In our own experience, each and every time we have seen leaders in congregations

embark in a direction that would raise questions or scrutiny, there is without fail,

accompanying double talk or in some cases outright lies. That method of operation

becomes necessary since the congregation can not be told what is really going on or

they would outright reject the proposed direction. Therefore, the actual truth of the

direction is withheld until the congregation can be gradually “conditioned” to accept

the more drastic changes that are intended from the beginning of the effort.

One of the methods for disguising truth is often in the way words are used. For

example — go down just about any street in a town today and you will see signs in

front of church buildings listing times for “Traditional Services” and “Contemporary

Services.” This is a very subtle example of hiding truth that we can (and should)

expect from the Devil himself. Why do we say that? Think of it this way. We see

nothing in Scripture that indicates anything beyond a simple assembly of the believers

on the first day of the week and meeting from day to day as they had opportunity.

However, today’s terminology not only includes such terms as “Services” but

now additionally, “Traditional and Contemporary” services. So what is the subtle

message of the Devil here? The message is that there is not a Scriptural way to

worship designated in the Word of God but rather a “traditional” (just because

we’ve always done it that way) form — and — one that has been updated to

become contemporary — thus implying that it may better meet the needs of a

“more enlightened and informed generation” or — just a lot more “hip.”

The Bible clearly states in Acts 20:17-31, that the source of misinformation will

come from within the leadership of the Church. Christians are therefore admon-

ished to be be vigilant and to diligently study the Word so that they can know if

what leaders propose is of God or is not of God (Acts 17:11).

We are also told in II Thess. 2, that a time will come when people will embrace a

lie in place of the Truth. The method might change but the impact is the same.

Souls will be lost as they are drawn away from the Truth to follow lies.

“For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine.

Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great
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