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“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Calamity

It seems that there has been an unusual abundance of news stories during the past

few months about calamities of one sort or another. Perhaps the most publicized

recently was that of the shootings at the Amish schoolhouse in Pennsylvania. Ten

little girls were tied up and then shot — six of them have died as of this printing.

What a terrible calamity! Earlier this year, we passed the fifth anniversary of the

horrifying events of 9/11. What a terrible calamity! As we write these words, the

news of the death of a 21 year old friend of our youngest son has just reached

us. His car was hit on a North Carolina highway by an 82 year old woman driving

the wrong way on U.S. Highway 74. What a terrible calamity! In Snow-Hill,

North Carolina, a 2-year-old boy was fatally mauled by a Rottweiler that had

dug under a fence and gotten out of his owners yard. What a terrible calamity!

Have you ever heard anyone say — or even said to yourself — why does a

good and loving God allow these awful things to happen? Or — where is God

when these things happen? Those of us who are students of the Bible might

have thought of Job as we read the opening words of this article. There’s probably

no one who endured more calamity in his life than did Job.

“In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man

was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. He had

seven sons and three daughters, and he owned seven thousand sheep,

three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred

donkeys, and had a large number of servants. He was the greatest man

among all the people of the East.” (Job 1:1-3 NIV)

Yet as we read through the book of Job, we learn that Job was subjected to incredible

physical suffering and devastating personal loss. Bit by bit, Job lost everything.

Even his sons and daughters were killed when “a mighty wind...struck the four

corners of the house” they were in and “...it collapsed on them.” What a terrible

calamity! Somehow, though, Job had the heart and stamina to say — 

“...Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked I will depart. The

Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord be

praised. In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.”

(Job 1:20-22 NIV)

Just what role does God have when it comes to the calamities suffered by

humans? Is everything bad from Satan and everything good from God? Does
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So how does this relate to our original discussion. After reading these excerpts

from the book of Job, can we really think that God isn’t aware and in control of

every single pain and joy that we encounter throughout our lives? The verses

we’ve just read are mostly concerning the creatures and creation — and yet it’s

clear that God has control of and is aware of every detail. How much more

would He be aware of and have control over the lives of those creatures for

whom His Son died? We can learn from the story of Job that neither he nor his

friends understood the complexity of the nature of God. The friends tried to say

that Job’s suffering was because of something Job had done. But Job knew that

wasn’t the case and although he didn’t know why he was experiencing such

misery, he did understand that God was in charge of it and asked his friends to

just be supportive of him throughout his trials.

“Pity me, pity me, O you my friends, For the hand of God has struck

me. Why do you persecute me as God does, And are not satisfied with

my flesh?” (Job 19:21-22 NASB)

Like Job, we too don’t have the “big picture” that is known only by God. We

can only trust in the words that Paul wrote in Romans 8:28.

“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God,

to those who are the called according to His purpose.”

Why do calamities happen in our lives and the lives of others? We can’t possibly

know the answer to that question but we can know that God is in charge of it

and that He has a reason far beyond our understanding. Ray Stedman explains it

quite well in his commentary on Job. He writes: “Life is too complicated for us to

handle alone. It gets so involved that we can’t even be given some of the answers at

times, but God is saying, ‘If you just take a look at all the problems that I keep

solving on the very simplest levels of life and which even then are far beyond your

ability to cope with, can’t you trust me to work this one out as well?’” God doesn’t

have to explain life to us. We simply must trust in His wisdom and His love. He

will see us through all of the terrible calamities of life that we don’t understand.

“...He knows the way that I take; when He has tested me, I will come

forth as gold. My feet have closely followed His steps; I have kept to

His way without turning aside. I have not departed from the commands

of His lips; I have treasured the words of His mouth more than my daily

bread. But He stands alone, and who can oppose Him? He does whatever

He pleases.” (Job 23:10-13 NIV)

If He provides “food for the raven when its young cry out to God and wander about

for lack of food” we can know that He is watching over us no matter what calamity

befalls us. Remember — “...Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.”
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and all that is in it. Obviously, space prohibits us from including those chapters

in their entirety but we want to include just a few verses that confirm the power

and involvement of God Almighty in every part of His creation. He begins by

saying these words to Job — 

“Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer

me.” (Job 38:3 NIV)

Then God continues with a series of questions that include —

“Who shut up the sea behind doors when it burst forth from the womb,

when I made the clouds its garment and wrapped it in thick darkness,

when I fixed limits for it and set its doors and bars in place, when I

said, ‘This far you may come and no farther; here is where your proud

waves halt?” (Job 38:8-11 NIV)

“Have you ever commanded the morning to appear and caused the

dawn to rise in the east? Have you ever told the daylight to spread to

the ends of the earth, to bring an end to the night’s wickedness?”

(Job 38:12-13 NLT)

“Can you shout to the clouds and make it rain? Can you make lightning

appear and cause it to strike as you direct it?” (Job 38:34-35 NLT)

“Who endowed the heart with wisdom or gave understanding to the

mind? Who has the wisdom to count the clouds? Who can tip over the

water jars of the heavens when the dust becomes hard and the clods of

earth stick together?” (Job 38:36-38 NIV)

“Do you hunt the prey for the lioness and satisfy the hunger of the lions

when they crouch in their dens or lie in wait in a thicket? Who provides

food for the raven when its young cry out to God and wander about for

lack of food?” (Job 38 39-41 NIV)

“Do you know when the wild goats give birth? Have you watched as deer

are born in the wild? Do you know how many months they carry their

young? Are you aware of the time of their delivery?” (Job 39:1-2 NLT)

“The ostrich flaps her wings grandly, but they are no match for the

feathers of the stork. She lays her eggs on top of the earth, letting them

be warmed in the dust. She doesn’t worry that a foot might crush them

or that wild animals might destroy them. She is harsh toward her young,

as if they were not her own. She is unconcerned though they die, for

God has deprived her of wisdom. He has given her no understanding.”

(Job 39:13-17 NLT)

“Is it at your command that the eagle rises to the heights to make its

nest?” (Job 39:27 NLT)

God have to allow Satan to have access to individuals before Satan can cause

calamities to befall them — if indeed all calamities are from Satan? Is that the

way it was with Job? Let’s read more.

“One day the angels came to present themselves before the Lord, and

Satan also came with them. The Lord said to Satan, ‘Where have you

come from?’ Satan answered the Lord, ‘From roaming through the earth

and going back and forth in it.’ Then the Lord said to Satan, ‘Have you

considered My servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is

blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.’ ‘Does Job

fear God for nothing?’ Satan replied. ‘Have You not put a hedge around

him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the

work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout

the land. But stretch out Your hand and strike everything he has, and he

will surely curse You to Your face.’ The Lord said to Satan, ‘Very well,

then, everything he has is in your hands,...’” (Job 1:6-12 NIV)

One of the more interesting aspects of this whole ordeal that Job endured is that

he was never told about this conversation between God and Satan. We have a

great benefit (as the reader of this book) that Job did not have. We can only wonder

if we would have reacted in the manner Job did since he didn’t know about the

little “wager” about him between God and Satan. (Just a side thought here — do

we know for sure that similar conversations don’t still go on between God and

Satan concerning some of God’s children in this present day?)

Back to our main thought — we have heard it said and taught in some classes

that if it’s bad, it’s from Satan and if it’s good it’s from God. But do the

Scriptures support that idea?

“The Lord said to him, ‘Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf

or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the Lord?’”

(Exodus 4:11 NIV)

Or how about these verses?

“That men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun That there

is no one besides Me. I am the Lord, and there is no other, The One

forming light and creating darkness, Causing well-being and creating

calamity; I am the Lord who does all these.” (Isaiah 45:6-7 NASB)

“...he still holds fast his integrity, although you incited Me (God)

against him to ruin him without cause...” (Job 2:3 NASB)

Interesting! In these verses God clearly says that He is the One responsible for

the good things and the bad things. Some of the most powerful chapters in the

Bible are chapters 38 and 39 in the book of Job when God is speaking directly

to Job. One can not possibly read those two chapters and come away without the

understanding that God takes full and complete responsibility for His creation
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