
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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The  Manslaughter Of Communication

Manslaughter is defined as unintentional, accidental killing through carelessness. It

is of course a term generally applied to killing another human being. But we suggest

to you that numerous parents and adults commit Communicational Manslaughter

on a regular basis both in their families and in the church. Let us explain.

In Ephesians 4:29 we read:
“Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that

which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto

the hearers.” (KJV)

We often hear at least part of this verse quoted in an effort to halt any negative talk

by anyone about anything! The secular version of this verse might well be the

phrase often quoted by parents to their children —  “if you can’t say something

good about someone, don’t say anything at all.” While this surely may be a wise

rule for each of us to follow at times, there are also times we may misunderstand

the real meaning of this verse.

In the May 15, 2004 issue of Diligence, we discussed the meaning of the word

“edify.” Generally speaking, it’s somewhat different than what most of us have

come to believe it to be or even what some versions of the Bible translate it to

be. Perhaps the Amplified Bible comes the closest to revealing the correct

meaning of “edify” with its translation that reads: “...as is good and beneficial

to the spiritual progress of others….” Now with this definition in mind, we may

need to reconsider exactly what “corrupt” might mean. For example the New

International Version of the Bible translates the part of this verse that reads

“good to the use of edifying” as “...what is helpful for building others up.”

There is not even a hint relating to the spiritual progress of an individual. This

NIV translation might almost leave room for the reader to conclude that it

would be acceptable to perhaps “shade” the truth if we felt it would be useful

toward helping another feel better about himself or about someone else. But

when we consider that the focus of edify is to advance one’s spiritual progress,

this verse requires that we speak the truth — even if it may be something the

individual may not want to hear. So saying something that might not be considered

positive to or about someone may not always qualify as “corrupt.” It may in fact

be necessary (or at least beneficial) for the purpose of advancing the spiritual

progress of an individual.
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There are very clear instructions as to the way we are to deal with one who has
sinned in the church.

“If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just

between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother

over. But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that every

matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses. If

he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen

even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.”

(Matthew 18:15-17 NIV)

While this may seem quite harsh, this is what the Bible instructs us to do. No

one can deny however that this is an extremely negative action. Parents who

will never allow negative discussions with their own children are surely not

going to be able to confront sin in the church — nor will they be likely to raise

children who will be equipped to follow these instructions if they were ever

called upon to do so as adults. Parents have a responsibility to raise children in a

manner that teaches and demonstrates honesty — even if it may not be pleasant

sometimes. That can not be accomplished if children are completely shielded

from any and all problems in the church because the discussion of such matters

is considered to be “corrupt communication.”

Parents must of course exercise and pray for wisdom in knowing the level of

disclosure to reveal to their children. That may not be the same for all children.

Some may have a greater level of maturity than do others of the same age. It is

however the responsibility of parents to lovingly develop the child’s maturity to

such a point that he or she is eventually capable of dealing with whatever problems

come along. Placing him or her in a complete bubble during the developmental

years will provide the child with absolutely no concept of the reality he or she

will eventually face. Maturity is a gradual process that is accomplished through

good communication between parents and their children — communication that

is honest and at times unshielded. Again, children aren’t stupid. They are in fact

often times even more perceptive than adults. Children will know when parents

aren’t “being straight” with them or are hiding the real facts from them. There is

no substitute for honesty with our children when the situation warrants.

Most importantly — each of us — whether it be with our children or with other

adults, need to be on the lookout for opportunities to open up lines of communi-

cation. Many times, those opportunities may come in the form of a negative

comment or statement. So instead of committing Communicational Manslaughter

the next time, why not simply say “really? why do you say that? Tell me more

about what you’re thinking”. The discussion that follows just might amaze us.
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aren’t stupid! Honesty requires addressing and admitting negatives. Parents who

are unwilling to listen to or discuss negative subjects (especially concerning the

church) in front of (or with) their children are missing an opportunity to teach

their children how to deal with problems in their lives as well as in the church

as they mature. In the scenario above, the child is left to form one of two conclusions

about his or her parents. Either the parents are so naive and uninformed (either

socially or Scripturally) that they didn’t recognize a bad sermon when they

heard one (translation — “my parents are really stupid”) — or — they simply

refuse to be honest about it (translation — “my parents are hypocrites who know

it was a stupid sermon but are acting like it was great”). None of these conclusions

drawn by the 13 year old are good ones when it comes to a desire to raise the

child “...in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”

Why do so many parents and adults commit Communicational Manslaughter,

not only in their families but also with other adults both in and outside of the

church? We don’t have an answer for that question. Perhaps if more adults saw

it as hypocritical or dishonest — instead of a feeble effort to avoid “corrupt

communications” — they would be more likely to openly discuss negatives in a

truthful and open manner. Doing so might even actually promote the spiritual

progress of their children and/or other adults around them.

Children who are completely shielded from negatives present in the church as

they grow and mature are likely to become disillusioned with the church when

they are old enough to learn of them on their own. Sooner or later children will

learn that churches do have problems, that sermons aren’t always good ones,

that people don’t always act as they should, etc. At that same time they are also

likely to decide that their parents have been less than truthful (or hypocritical)

with them all along. And — that — is the beginning of the loss of communication

between them and their parents. If they have not been given the opportunity to

reason through negatives and problems under the guidance of honest and truthful

parents when they were young, they are apt to develop an attitude of “if this is

what the church and my parents are like, I don’t want anything to do with either

of them.” They simply may not have been prepared to handle the discovery that

there are many failures and shortcomings in the church. They grow up with a

false expectation of Christians because their parents didn’t prepare them for the

reality that the church is made up of people and people are imperfect. Often

times they were told that was the case but conversations around the table and in

the family room were never allowed to discuss that as a reality.

Parents and adults who are reluctant to confront (or truthfully discuss) negatives are

also generally ill equipped to confront sin — both in the church and in their own

lives. The Scriptures are very clear that sin in the church must be confronted.

We read in I Corinthians 5 that Paul told the church in Corinth to “expel the

wicked man from among you.”

How does this all relate to the act of Communicational Manslaughter committed

by a lot of parents who are trying desperately to raise their children in “...the

nurture and admonition of the Lord.”? (Eph. 6:4) Many parents (especially in

the church) seem to think that “corrupt communication” means anything and

everything that is negative in any way at all about another individual. They

therefore, make every effort possible to completely shield or hide bad or negative

things from their children — especially if it’s something bad or negative concerning

the church or those who are members of it. This method of handling problems or

negative situations often results in committing Communicational Manslaughter.

How’s that, you say? Well, there are more examples of this “crime” than we

have space here to include. But we’ll give just one example and leave other

scenarios up to your own imagination or experience.

Setting:
The kitchen table after Sunday morning worship assembly.

13 year old child:
“Boy! That sermon this morning was really stupid.”

Parent #1:
(recalling last week’s sermon on not having “roast preacher” for lunch)

“You shouldn’t say things like that about our preacher. He does a good job.”
13 year old child:

“Well, I still think it was a stupid sermon.”
Parent #2:

“Well, we’re not going to have roast preacher for lunch in this house. If you
can’t say something good about him, don’t say anything at all.”

End of conversation.

Communicational Manslaughter was committed in this scenario. What a wonderful

opportunity these parents missed to communicate with their 13 year old. (And 13

year olds don’t usually offer a lot of those opportunities). This negative comment

could have opened up a great conversation involving numerous subjects — perhaps

a discussion about the Scriptural basis for the sermon or maybe even the parents

actually being truthful and admitting that the preacher didn’t have a very good

sermon that particular day. But these parents are so afraid of being negative (or

participating in “corrupt communication”) that they killed what could have been

an open, honest discussion with their youngster. What a tragedy!

Please don’t misunderstand what we’re saying here. We surely aren’t promoting

roast preacher for lunch every Sunday or talking about others in derogatory

ways. Children need to be taught kindness concerning their conversations about

others, and that is a responsibility that parents have. Parents also have a responsibility

however to be honest and open with their children even when that requires

admitting to them that there are negatives both in their surroundings as well as

in the church. To refuse to openly discuss negative subjects with — or in front

of — children is nothing short of dishonest on the part of parents. Children
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