
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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High Gear

II Kings 22 — (selected verses)

“Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned in

Jerusalem thirty-one years. ... He did what was right in the eyes of the

Lord ...In the eighteenth year of his reign, King Josiah sent the secretary,

Shaphan...to the temple of the Lord. He said: ‘Go up to Hilkiah the

high priest and have him get ready the money that has been brought

into the temple of the Lord, which the door keeper have collected from

the people. Have them entrust it to the men appointed to supervise the

work on the temple. And have these men pay the workers who repair

the temple of the Lord ...have them purchase timber and dressed stone

to repair the temple.”

“Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan... ‘I have found the Book of the

Law in the temple of the Lord.’ He gave it to Shaphan, who read it. ...

Then Shaphan...informed the king, ‘Hilkiah the priest has given me a

book.’ And Shaphan read from it in the presence of the king. When the

king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his robes.”

“He gave these orders to Hilkiah,...Ahikam,...Acbor,...Shaphan,...and

Asaiah ,... ‘Go and inquire of the Lord for me and for the people and

for all Judah about what is written in this book that has been found.

Great is the Lord’s anger that burns against us because our fathers

have not obeyed the words of this book; they have not acted in accor-

dance with all that is written there concerning us.”

“Hilkiah,...Ahikam, Acbor, Shaphan and Asaiah went to speak to the

prophetess Huldah...”

“She said to them,...Tell the man who sent you to me, ‘This is what the

Lord says:’ “I am going to bring disaster on this place and its people,

according to everything written in the book the king of Judah has read.

Because they have forsaken me and burned incense to other gods and

provoked me to anger by all the idols their hands have made, my anger

will burn against this place and will not be quenched.”...So they took

her answer back to the king.”
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toward religion. That’s almost two different shows every day! Some specifically

targeted Christianity. Others attacked Catholicism, the Bible or faith in general.

One even praised psychics and occult practices — and each show ran multiple

times. While some of those shows were not (most were) blatantly anti-Christian,

anti-church or anti-religion, almost all of them subtly planted a serious degree

of doubt concerning Biblical truths, Biblical stories and the overall authenticity

of the Scriptures. Some even incorrectly stated that religion and science simply

do not agree with each other. When we as Christians, view such (what they refer

to as) “documentaries,” it is imperative that we do so with “our antennas up” —

carefully listening for very subtle overtures that could gradually undermine and

erode faith in God and the Scriptures if we slowly digest the incorrect information

they consistently and so subtly feed.

As we have already stated, The History Channel isn’t the only channel that seems

to be frantically trying to undermine faith in God. Other channels seem to be

“pushing” the Gnostic gospels as authentic Gospels that — according to them —

were deviously and intentionally omitted from the Bible. That could not be any

further from the truth. The Gnostic gospels (The gospel of Thomas, The gospel of

Judas, The gospel of Mary, etc.) are not inspired and contain numerous teachings

that were a product of Gnosticism — a first century heresy that assaulted the nature

of Christ as well as teaching several other errors. Yet many of the shows rely on those

writings for their information and attempt to pass those writings off as “Scripture.”

We haven’t even mentioned the volumes of books available now — some even

on the best seller list that also attempt to undermine the Scriptures and all that is

taught in them. Of course one of the more recent popular books is The Da Vinci

Code. Because of its extreme popularity, there are also a number of books written

that go into great detail to explain that it is truly a work of fiction. Nevertheless,

the book is so cleverly written that even many Christians seem to miss that fact.

That book is an excellent example of why Christians must always have their

“antennas up” and know the Bible well enough that when these kinds of shows

and books are viewed or read by Christians, they will shout “fiction.”

Josiah went into high gear when he became aware that the people weren’t following

God’s Book. Maybe we need to find our high gear and start cleaning out and not

supporting or participating in the things that are opposed to God and His Word

in this great country in which we live.

Note — Watch for a very special series of articles beginning June 15th.
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“Furthermore, Josiah got rid of the mediums and spiritists, the house-

hold gods, the idols and all the other detestable things seen in Judah

and Jerusalem.”

“This he did to fulfill the requirements of the law written in the book

that Hilkiah the priest had discovered in the temple of the Lord.”

“Neither before nor after Josiah was there a king like him who turned

to the Lord as he did — with all his heart and with all his soul and with

all his strength, in accordance with all the Law of Moses.”

Quite a story! Josiah certainly left no stone unturned once the Book of the Law was

found in the Temple. We might say that he “went into high gear” as soon as he

learned of God’s commands and realized that the people weren’t following them.

This account of Josiah and his reaction to finding the Book of Law was a case

of the people not knowing that there was a Book of Law. As soon as that Book

was discovered, the king set about doing everything in his power to be certain

that proper respect was given to God’s commands. In that account — we might

say — the Book was “accidentally hidden” for a period of time. (They didn’t

even know it existed). Today however, there’s an intentional effort to do all that

can be done to hide and discredit the Word of God.

So do you think we could use a few Josiahs in America today? It’s becoming

more and more obvious that America no longer views the Bible or the commands

of God contained therein with the same regard as did its Founders. One need

only take a tour of Washington D.C. to understand the reverence and respect

that our Founding Fathers had for God and His Word. But today, there are those

who want more than anything to completely remove any reference to God or

His Word from our society. There is a widespread loss of reverence for the

Word of God. We don’t have to listen very closely to hear the mantra of those

who want God out of our lives as well as out of their way. Some common

things we might hear today are — 

“You’re not going to teach creation in our schools”

“Remove the words ‘under God’ from the Pledge of Allegiance!”

“Take ‘In God We Trust’ off our currency.”

“It offends me to see you wear a cross around your neck to work.”

“Don’t you dare talk to me about Jesus during our lunch hour!”

“The Bible is nothing more than a bunch of fictitious stories.”

In the previous issue of Diligence we mentioned that television channels such

as National Geographic, The Discovery Channel and The History Channel are

running “documentaries” at an almost frantic pace aimed at cleverly undermining

basic teaching of the Bible. On The History Channel alone, there were at least

20 different shows aired between March 28 and April 8 (12 days) directed

II Kings 23 — (selected verses)

“Then the king called together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem.

He went up to the temple of the Lord with the men of Judah, the people

of Jerusalem, the priests and the prophets — all the people from the

least to the greatest. He read in their hearing all the words of the Book

of the Covenant, which had been found in the temple of the Lord.”

“The king stood by the pillar and renewed the covenant in the presence

of the Lord— to follow the Lord and keep his commands, regulations

and decrees with all his heart and all his soul, thus confirming the

words of the covenant written in this book. Then all the people pledged

themselves to the covenant.”

“The king ordered Hilkiah the high priest, the priests next in rank and

the door keeper to remove from the temple of the Lord all the articles

made for Baal and Asherah and all the starry hosts. He burned them

outside Jerusalem...He did away with the pagan priests...who burned

incense to Baal, to the sun and moon, to the constellations and to all the

starry hosts. He took the Asherah pole from the temple of the Lord...and

burned it...He ground it to powder...He also tore down the quarters of

the male shrine prostitutes,...Josiah...desecrated the high places...where

the priests had burned incense. He broke down the shrines at the gates.”

“He desecrated Topheth,...so no one could use it to sacrifice his son or

daughter in the fire to Molech. He removed from the entrance to the

temple of the Lord, the horses that the kings of Judah had dedicated to

the sun....Josiah then burned the chariots dedicated to the sun. He

pulled down the altars the kings of Judah had erected ...and the altars

Manasseh had built ...He...smashed them to pieces...The king also

desecrated the high places that were east of Jerusalem on the south of

the Hill of Corruption — the ones Solomon...had built for Ashtoreth the

vile goddess of the Sidonians, for Chemosh the vile god of Moab, and

for Molech the detestable god of the people of Ammon. Josiah smashed

the sacred stones and cut down the Asherah poles...Even the altar at

Bethel, ...he demolished. He burned the high place and ground it to

powder, and burned the Asherah pole also. Then Josiah looked around,

and when he saw the tombs that were there on the hillside, he had the

bones removed from them and burned on the altar to defile it, in accor-

dance with the word of the Lord.”

“Just as he had done at Bethel, Josiah removed and defiled all the shrines

at the high places that the kings of Israel had built in the towns of

Samaria...Josiah slaughtered all the priests of those high places on the

altars and burned human bones on them. Then he went back to Jerusalem.”
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