
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Post Modernism — A Slippery Slope — Part Six

We are continuing our discussion of the various ways Post Modernism is effecting

the New Testament Church. In the previous issue we addressed the subjects of

“Authority of the Scriptures,” “Attendance” and “Worship Assembly.” In this issue,

w’re continuing with  a discussion of more of those subjects beginning with — 

SYNCRETISM — Syncretism is the attempted reconciliation or union of different

or opposing principles or practices, as in philosophy or religion. Efforts to mix

different religions and denominations together have become quite an issue in the

Lord’s Church in recent years. Numerous unity efforts have caused myriads of

disagreements and much discontent. Deep divisions have resulted throughout

the brotherhood because of this issue alone. It is not the intent of this article to

discuss the Biblical repudiation of this effort but we should easily be able to see

how the Post Modern philosophy has caused it to surface. Since those of the

Post Modern mindset dismiss the entire concept of Absolute Truth, they are

unwilling to say that any belief is untrue. Therefore they accept conflicting and

contradictory doctrines — no matter how far those doctrines may stray from the

Word of God. Remember, without accepting the Bible as the Absolute Inspired

Word of God, there is no standard for measuring any doctrine. One’s salvation is

dependent on numerous personal factors such as spiritual development, biases,

etc. Like Madonna said; “All paths lead to God.” It’s just very unfortunate that

many in the New Testament Church are echoing that same sentiment.

FAMILIES — SINFUL LIFESTYLES — MARRIAGE — With the

advancement of the Post Modern philosophy, the family — as it is described

throughout the Scriptures is becoming extinct. Families seldom consist of a bio-

logical father, a biological mother, and children of that union living together

under the same roof. Biblical based values are no longer the accepted norm. In

the absence of accepting absolute moral guidelines previously adhered to in the

pre-Post Modern Age — anything now goes. Pre-marital sex is common as is the

birth of children out of wedlock. There are serious efforts underway to redefine

marriage as something other that “the state of being united to a person of the

opposite sex...” (Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of Law). Homosexual relationships

and co-habitation of unmarried individuals are now considered by many to be the

norm. (59% of individuals between 23 and 41 years old who described themselves

as “born again” feel that co-habitation is acceptable). Movies, media and

documentaries frequently portray the gay and lesbian lifestyle in a positive light.
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Well, we must use the person as the tool — along with their biases — and from

that build a foundation upon which we can proceed. So let’s manufacture a

“dialog” between a Christian and one perceived to be a lost soul. We will start

at the point in which it is determined that the friend has completely bought into

the Post Modern mindset and is quite comfortable in his or her ignorance. “C”

will indicate the words of the Christian and “F” the words of the friend.

C — I’m very curious about your beliefs. Would you mind sharing some of 

them with me?

F — Not at all. What would you like to know?

C — Based on what you believe, where do you think you’ll be in 2000 years?

F — (here are four possible responses that would be most likely)

1. I think I’ll be in Heaven with St. Peter and those pearly gates.

2. I suspect I’ll be running around back here on all fours or maybe be a doctor.

3. Probably just dust. You know — long gone.

4. I don’t know. Haven’t given it any thought. What about you?

C— (responses to the above answers)

1. Interesting! How did you come to that belief?

2. Interesting! How did you come to that belief?

3. Interesting! How did you come to that belief?

4. Well, you know me. I have some beliefs that you’d probably make fun of or

find really odd, but I believe I’ve been promised an eternal home in Heaven.
At this point in the conversation, the Christian has a vague idea of the friend’s

belief (if any exists) and a little about where it originated. The Christian has also

gained some credibility by being interested in the Post Modernist’s viewpoints

(or perceived path to God) and has thereby exposed the very tip of the iceberg.

But — the Christian must remember that the objective of this conversation is to

reach a soul for Christ — not trap or capture the friend. The Christian must resist

the temptation to answer questions that were not asked — or — to start quoting

Scriptures about salvation. That would probably end the discussion and be

immediately rejected because of the potential bias against the Bible itself. In the

Post Modern world, the Bible is the arch enemy of all other points of views or

beliefs. Why? Because acceptance of it as God’s Word specifically destroys all of

those “other paths to God.” A Post Modern disciple sees that as intolerant and

judgmental! So if there is any hope at all of reaching the lost in a Post Modern

world, it has to be done on their terms of engagement — whether we like it or not.

Quoting Scripture will not succeed with Post Moderns — at least not early in the

discussion. Remember, the objective is to win a soul. If we have to adjust our

technique to do that — so be it. More on this in the next issue.
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Scriptures — so they are convinced that salvation is a “moving target” based on

the persons current biases, stage of spiritual development and understanding of

the Word. So they too believe that sharing the Gospel is a demonstration of extreme

arrogance. In his book Becoming Conversant With The Emerging Church, D.A.

Carson makes this statement: “...some Christians refuse to engage in any overt

evangelism, except the demonstration of a Christian life, in the hope that others

will simply ask them what makes them tick — which then gives them opportunity

to share their life story and talk about Jesus Christ. If someone then opts to

become a Christian oneself, that’s fair enough: no one is telling them that their

own way is inferior or that they are lost, rather they have simply decided to try

this new Christian way. The reason for doing so is not that this Christian way is

objectively true, but that it seems attractive to at least some people — i.e. that it

is true for them.” [pg. 102 - emphasis added] Christians who have compromised

with Post Modernism may carry their Bibles with them but — as we stated in

Part One of this series — while they are “armed in appearance, their Swords

are as useless as a soldier on the front lines that is a non-combatant.” They have

been taken captive by the enemy and cannot fight the war for lost souls.

So what can we do? We have been commanded by Jesus to “...go and make

disciples...” of others. He didn’t say to continue doing that only until Post

Modernism rears its head. So one glaring fact should be obvious. That fact is

that for us to take the message to the lost today — first, we’re going to have to

have an understanding of the field with which we are dealing and — second,

have a plan as to how to plant the seed. We hope that this series of articles has

helped to accomplish that first part. As far as the second part, we must realize

that the field is still made up of souls in need of a Savior — even if those souls

view God (or god) in an all inclusive pluralistic manner. In this atmosphere,

stating that we believe that there is but one path to God and that is through His

one and only Son (John 14:6; Eph 4:5-6), immediately identifies us as a bigot that

has little regard for the paths others have chosen. So exactly how can the subject be

broached without incurring a quick dismissal as self righteous, arrogant, bigots who

are more interested in attempting to get others to believe the same things we do,

than we are in finding joy in the fact that others are at peace in their chosen path?

Well, we surely aren’t claiming here to have found a secret “code” or some

great level of understanding. Our intention is to explore a way to make a feeble

honest attempt to work within the prevailing paradigm in a manner that may

enable us to reach souls who are in need of a Savior. While there are several

elements of this new paradigm that have created this new challenge, we want to

mention three that specifically impact our ability to evangelize.

First — there is rejection of all absolutes.

Second — all beliefs are considered to be of equal validity and value.

Third — people are so biased by their life factors that objectivity is impossible.

So where does that leave us as to acceptable ways to approach these individuals?

“If it feels good, do it” is the mantra of a society influenced by this philosophy.

The Education Systems are gradually eroding the rights of parents to make

determinations regarding their own children’s moral perspectives. Many schools

freely distribute condoms to students and teach students in sex education classes

that “alternative lifestyles” are normal and that it is “intolerant” to believe other-

wise. In many states, underage daughters can undergo abortions void of the parents

knowledge. Many denominations are “ordaining” homosexuals to serve in lead-

ership positions. Value systems in society and in many denominations are no

longer shaped by the standards explicitly defined in the Scriptures. This total

collapse of Biblical values is weakening the Lord’s Church as well. Preachers

and teachers who know the Word and accept it as Truth are often reluctant to

address these subjects in classes and from the pulpit for fear of “offending”

members of the congregations who are personally experiencing these breakdowns

of Biblical standards within their own families. This reluctance and failure to

teach the Truth is creating a vicious cycle that causes even more Bible illiteracy

which in turn causes more breakdown in the practice of Biblical standards within

Christian families. Nuclear families are becoming as extinct in the Church as

they are in society in general. Leaders in the Lord’s Church are more and more

frequently being faced with decisions whether or not to take a Biblical stand on

these issues or “cave in” to the trends of a Post Modern society and thereby

abandon the teaching of the Scriptures in order to appease its members. Upholding

the rigorous standards of the Bible on these kinds of matters is too often dismissed

as “intolerant” and “unloving” by the Post Moderns who call themselves

“Christians.” The faithfulness of many Christians wanes when the Word of God

tells them something that they know will “offend” their culture. Many Christians

(as well as entire congregations) often choose popularity over Truth.

EVANGELISM — In an age that declares “there are many paths to God” and

one needs only to find the path most comfortable for him or her self, evangelism

becomes very difficult. When all views are considered to be correct, acceptable

and tolerated — all views that is except those that proclaim there is but one path

to God and that path is through the blood of Jesus Christ (Heb. 9:22; John 14:6;

Acts 4:12; Rom. 6:4-8, etc.) — evangelism is viewed as obnoxious proselytization.

After all, in the Post Modern mindset, every belief is valid and is “constructed”

by each individual. So it is simply “intolerant” — not to mention arrogant — of

anyone to imply that his or her belief is more valid than that of another.

Attempting to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with one who has succumbed to

Post Modernism, is received with an attitude that the Christian thinks his or her

belief is superior to whatever belief the other individual might have. Otherwise,

why would there be any need to “win over” the other person? Simply sharing

the Gospel says to Post Moderns that we, as Christians, have The Truth — and

that — dear brethren — is absolutely not acceptable in a Post Modern world.

Perhaps the most unfortunate part of this dilemma is that many Christians have

accepted the Post Modern culture — thereby denying the Absolute Truth of the
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