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“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Really? — That’s How It All Started?

The last several issues of Diligence have dealt with subjects that are all quite
serious. While the subject of this one is no different, the manner in which we
will be discussing it will be much lighter. There are a lot of things in this world
that are far from amusing yet if somehow we can look at them from a perspective
that contains a grain of humor, they might become a bit more clear to us. The
late Victor Borge once said, “Humor is something that thrives between man’s
aspirations and his limitations. There is more logic in humor than in anything
else. Because, you see, humor is truth.” So perhaps, even though our discussion
might bring a smile to your face, it’s just quite possible that the logic is closer to
the truth than maybe we would like it to be.

Christianity is ranked as the largest religion in the world today. There are at
least 2 billion people in the world who claim to be “Christians” — that’s 33%
of the world’s population. The next largest group of those who are considered
“religious” is that of Islam — at 21% of the world’s population. Then after
Islam — at 16% — are those who consider themselves to be “non-religious.”
That group includes atheists, agnostics, secular humanists, etc.

Let’s go back to that 2 billion who claim to be “Christians.” In America, since
about 78% of adults identify themselves as “Christian,” we have to understand
that the definition of “Christian” in this context covers an extremely wide variance
of beliefs and practices. For example, over one billion of that 2 billion number
are members of the Roman Catholic faith. So if we subtract that billion from the
2 billion, we have only 1 billion left. Well now — if any of us have taken notice
of the number of different churches on just about every corner of the town in
which we live, we would think that at least half of that remaining billion must
have their own personal denomination — there are so many different churches!
Actually, there are somewhere around 39,000 different denominations in existence
today. That’s a lot! How in the world has that happened since we all claim to
use the Bible as our guide? Well — let’s discuss that.

Since most of us who are reading this are very familiar with the Scriptures, we
are also very familiar with the series of events that led up to the establishment
of the Church on Pentecost. We know that the apostles were told to stay in
Jerusalem until they were “clothed with power from on high” (Luke 24:49).We
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The T.O. denomination — “Touch Only” (Matthew)
The S.T T T. denomination — “Spit and Touch Two Times” (Mark)
The S.O. denomination — “Speak Only” (Luke) and finally —
The S.MM.W denomination — “Spit, Make Mud, then Wash” (John).

And that’s how it all started. We’ll have a lot more conferences, conventions
and summits and by the year 2008 there’ll be 39,000 of us.

Back to reality — this has obviously been a fabrication resulting from several
accounts that include trivial differences in miraculous healings in the Word. Don’t
misunderstand what we are saying. There are numerous teaching and principles
that are not trivial in the Scriptures that must be followed if we are to please God
and serve Him in a Scriptural way. The Word of God gives very specific instructions
as to how we are to serve Him both in our lives and in His Body, so syncretism
is not the answer. We cannot reconcile with those who refuse to accept and practice
the full and completeWord of God. The fact that there are 39,000 denominations
in existence today is very sad. It is even more sad when we think of the divisions
within the Church itself. More often than not, the divisions we are seeing today
in the Lord’s Church are being caused by man’s desire to be pleasing to man.
We serve a risen Savior — not the fleshly desires or cravings of mankind.

“#o man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and
love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye
cannot serve God and mammon.” (Matt. 6:24 KJV)

“Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the
flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto
Christ; #ot with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of
Christ, doing the will of God from the heart;” (Eph.6:5-6 KJV)

“Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not
with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing
God; And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto
men; Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheri-
tance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. But he that doeth wrong shall
receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there is no respect of
persons.” (Col. 3:22-25 KJV)

Christ is the head of the Church. The Inspired Word gives us the pattern He
expects us to follow. Division will be the result when man desires to please man
more than man desires to please God. Let us all be in the Word daily so we
won’t “start” denomination number thirty-nine thousand and one.
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and implored Him to touch him. Taking the blind man by the hand, He
brought him out of the village; and after spitting on his eyes and laying
His hands on him, He asked him, ‘Do you see anything?’ And he looked
up and said, ‘I see men, for I see them like trees, walking around.’ Then
again He laid His hands on his eyes; and he looked intently and was
restored, and began to see everything clearly.” (Mark 8:22-25 #IV)

Now — a similar reading from the book of Luke.
“As Jesus was approaching Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the road
begging. #ow hearing a crowd going by, he began to inquire what this
was. They told him that Jesus of #azareth was passing by. And he called
out, saying, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me’ Those who led the
way were sternly telling him to be quiet; but he kept crying out all the
more, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’ And Jesus stopped and com-
manded that he be brought to Him; and when he came near, He ques-
tioned him, ‘What do you want Me to do for you?’ And he said, ‘Lord, I
want to regain my sight!’ And Jesus said to him, ‘Receive your sight;
your faith has made you well ‘ Immediately he regained his sight and
began following Him, glorifying God; and when all the people saw it,
they gave praise to God” (Luke 18:35-43 #IV)

And finally — still another incident from the book of John..
“As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked
him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?’ ‘#either this man nor his parents sinned’ said Jesus, ‘but this
happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. As long
as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. #ight is coming,
when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.’ Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with
the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. ‘Go,’ he told him, ‘wash in the
Pool of Siloam’ (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed,
and came home seeing.” (John 9:1-7 #IV).

Now — remember — we’ve been with Jesus through all of this time and
witnessed all of these miraculous healings. Suppose now — after following Him
around for three years, we’re all gathered together in a conference room and our
assignment is to “start” the church.

After days and days of discussing — our assignment has finally been completed.
Well — more or less that is. We adjourn the meeting — go on our merry way
and build 4 buildings in which we plan to hold our “healing” services. Why 4,
you say? Because we’ve decided on 4 different denominations. We’ll have four
different signs — one in front of each building. Those four signs will read
respectively — the “T.O.’s” — the “S.T T T.’s” — the “S.O.’s” — and the
“S.MM.W’s”. Are you ahead of us here? There will be —

know that the Holy Spirit descended on them in the form of tongues of fire as
they waited there. We also know that Peter stood and spoke to the multitude about
Jesus, whom they had crucified. The Scriptures also tell us that the multitude
was amazed that they heard the apostles speaking in their own languages. We
know that many who heard that sermon on Pentecost were “pricked in their
heart” and were baptized for the remission of their sins and about 3,000 souls
were added to the church that day and it continued to grow from that day forward.
Acts 2:47 states that “the Lord added to the church daily.” We also understand
that we have the many Letters gathered together for us in the Bible that collec-
tively give us a very clear direction as well as very clear instructions as how we
are to conduct ourselves not only in the church that was established on Pentecost
but also in our personal lives as well. The Acts of the Apostles provides many,
many examples of conversions that clearly demonstrate the way we can be
saved. It’s difficult to study the books of Acts and Romans and fail to understand
that baptism is absolutely necessary for salvation. It’s difficult to read the book
of Hebrews and fail to understand that the practice of our faith can not include a
blend of the Old and New Testament. To those who are diligent students of the
Word of God, it’s difficult to comprehend how those who call themselves
“scholars” can fail to see that many of the doctrines and practices of their respective
denominations are not in accordance with God’s Word — but they do! That’s
why we have some 39,000 different denominations.

So having clearly stated all of these things so that hopefully no one will mis-
understand the rest of this article, we would like to project ourselves into an earlier
time and place — a much earlier time and place and visualize a perhaps somewhat
humorous (if it weren’t so theoretically true) scenario.

Let’s suppose we were able to put ourselves into the shoes of those who walked
with Jesus while He was on this earth. We’ll read some passages and “pretend”
we were there at the time, and witnessed each of these incidences.

Let’s begin with an incident recorded in the book of Matthew.
“As Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed
him. Two blind men were sitting by the roadside, and when they heard
that Jesus was going by, they shouted, ‘Lord, Son of David, have mercy
on us!” The crowd rebuked them and told them to be quiet, but they
shouted all the louder, ‘Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!’ Jesus
stopped and called them. ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ He
asked. ‘Lord,’  they answered, ‘we want our sight.’ Jesus had compassion
on them and touched their eyes. Immediately they received their sight
and followed him.” (Matthew 20:29-34 #IV) 

Now a different incident from the book of Mark.
“And they came to Bethsaida and they brought a blind man to Jesus
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