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“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Fatal Failure

As Christians, we’re all very thankful for our salvation and we find great comfort
in the association we share with others in the Kingdom that God established for
those who have accepted the Gospel. In addition to our regular gatherings with
the saints, we also enjoy many of the same activities that any other person in the
world might enjoy. Life is filled with sports, movies, jobs, TV, reading, traveling,
family gatherings, sleeping, eating, etc. There may be a slight difference in the
quantity of time or perhaps even the level of involvement Christians spend in
some secular activities because of their involvement in church activities — but
all in all, we are not vastly different than many of our neighbors and associates.

All of us — Christians and non-Christians alike — move through our daily
activities in the presence of other people. We often share moments of great
excitement and moments of great despair with complete strangers. The events of
9/11 are possibly the best example of a time when many of us shared emotions
with strangers that would have normally been reserved for our closest friends or
family. We also see these moments of sharing emotions with complete strangers
in times of natural disasters such as earthquakes, hurricanes, etc.. So except for
specific occurrences that find us engaged in the same event, at the same time
and place, with those to whom we are already close, there are always other people
observing our reaction to daily living.

In today’s cyber world, time and location take on a whole new meaning and multiply
chance encounters many fold. Quite literally, we can find someone, somewhere
willing to become involved in some sort of activity 24/7. “Neighborhood” has a
much broader meaning today than in times past. As people in our physical neighbor-
hoods seem to be less connected, more connections are being made in distant
places and relationships are sometimes formed as a result of those connections.

The physical world in which we live is very much about relationships. Great
amounts of money are spent to develop methods that will create a bond with other
people — even if only to sell a product. There is an enormous effort made to
make prospective purchasers feel that they are getting more than just a product
— they are getting a whole company. Even the Geico gecko has told us that it’s
not just about great rates but you get all the other things so treasured by consumers.

When each of us ponders where and with whom we have spent time during our
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church building — our skills — even if we once had them — diminish. We
think of ourselves as fisherman — but we aren’t using any hooks or nets. We no
longer even go out into the water to cast out lines with lures on them to entice
souls to take the bait. Somehow, we have become convinced that being fishers
of men is nothing more than waiting for them to jump into our boat.

So what can we do? We’re not sure — but here are some ideas that we hope
will stimulate your thinking. Then perhaps we can all make just a few changes.
• Accept the fact that the world is full of people who are in need of Christ as
much today as anytime in history.

• Be a Bible student and know why you practice and believe what you believe.
• Consider how few people in the world understand the Scriptures and yet are
in eternal need of what those Scriptures have to offer.

• Be more concerned about the people with whom we come in contact that
are outside of Christ than we are about whether or not we are “in step” with
every activity churches promote.

• Go beyond casual contact and be interested in the person and their life situations.
• Be a friend who can listen without having to solve the problems.
• Listen to the woes and offer hope.
• Spend time with people who are not of like mind and spirit with hope of
reaching them.

• Engage in a Bible study with another person or couple.

When we consider the conversions of the New Testament, they involved people
in need of a Savior who in some way came in contact with someone who knew
of a Savior. So even though major differences exist between today and the days
of the early church involving not only methods of communication but also the
ease of information sharing, they can be both a hindrance and an aid. Those
with whom we might attempt to share the Gospel, can easily find vast amounts
of information that will refute anything we might teach them from Scripture. By
the same token however, just as much support is also available as well. In either
case, the opportunity for discussion is enhanced. We simply have more methods
to use today while the early church had only face to face contact.

The bottom line is that to be fishers of men we have to have the desire to fish,
take the steps to learn how and carefully place ourselves wherever we might
find the fish. Then — accept and understand that God may have provided the
opportunity to use us in carrying out His command to “go and teach”. The
question is — do we really care if someone we know is eternally condemned
because of unforgiven sin? Our actions or lack of actions will provide the answer.
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the New Testament we will continue to fight like sharks over the very few who
break out of the mainstream and identify themselves as “seekers”.

So what are we missing? What “campaign” did the early church use? What did they
do? Simply put — they lived life. They moved through their daily activities in the
presence of other people and shared their belief in Christ Jesus with those whom
they came in contact. Do we really believe that the early church would have grown
as rapidly as it did if those early Christians had retreated to the exclusive comfort
of spending the largest block of their time with those of like mind and spirit —
fellowshipping and mostly just feeding each other — literally and spiritually?

Many of us might quickly state here that life was much different then than it is now.
That would of course be true. But are the differences advantages or disadvantages?
Perhaps neither — and both. Each time period has had the very same command
from our Lord. Reaching the lost then or now still depends on followers who
are willing to take the message to the lost. All Christians, whether then or now —
live in a time of Fatal Failure. God places us in families and in social situations
that are useful for reaching lost souls. Our Failure to take advantage of, and be
engaged in those situations may be eternally Fatal to the souls whom God
places in our path. We may be the person with the precise relationship necessary
to introduce someone to the knowledge of his or her need for a Savior.

Let’s look at this in a different way. Since Jesus told Simon and Andrew that He
would make them “fishers of men,” let’s take a minute to discuss fishing. If we
want to catch fish, we go to where the fish are and attempt to lure them into
being caught. Although the boat may be in the thickest school of fish, rarely do
they jump into the boat. If and when that happens, it’s extremely unusual and quite
a shock. Such it is with fishing for lost souls. We must be where they are and
we must learn how to reach them with the alluring message of salvation. Waiting
in our church building for them to drop by to accept Christ is nearly as shocking
as a fish jumping into the boat. Fishing usually takes us to an environment
where we are less comfortable but where the fish of course, are just fine. Only when
we enter their domain and introduce something they see as enticing, will they
become attracted. As Christians we must learn to “fish” by going where the “fish”
are and by learning what will bring them into contact with the Word of Truth.

If you’ve ever watched a real fisherman, he seems to have what some might call
a sixth-sense. He just knows where to go to catch fish as well as what kind of lure
or bait to use in different circumstances. He also goes to different places to catch
different kinds of fish. Acquiring that kind of sixth-sense takes practice. Those of us
who are less skilled fishermen may not have much luck when we first begin to
fish. But the longer we fish and the more we practice, the more skilled we become.

It not much different when we “fish” for souls. Very, very, very few — if any
— will just jump into the boat. And as we Christians become more and more
comfortable just sitting in our boat — in the dock — in our pew — in the

life, most of us will probably determine that a great deal of time was spent with
people in our family and members of the church. When totaled over a lifetime
the number of people with whom we have spent a relatively large portion of
time might be several hundred — probably a few thousand if — like us — there
have been several relocations to different cities in the past. During the 43 years
of our married life, we have had more than an occasional casual conversation
with a large number of individuals. As we look back on those casual relationships,
we realize that while we very much enjoyed the time spent with them, it was
always a pleasurable feeling to return to our more comfortable primary life
within the church and family for more meaningful rapport.

Like many of you who are reading this, our years have been filled with teaching
Sunday school classes, attending numerous Gospel meetings, services, baby and
bridal showers, congregational potlucks, workshops and activities of all sorts
within the family of God. We’ve taken great comfort in knowing of the love
God has shown through His Son and our Savior and have benefitted greatly
from a sense of belonging to a fellowship with others of like mind and spirit.

Let’s deviate now however, from the warm fuzzy feelings of reminiscing about
relationships from the past and consider how much different might the situation
have been if — as each of us encountered those people who were not already a
part of our primary life— we would have consistently seen every one of them
from the perspective of souls who would benefit from knowing Christ, rather
than simply enjoying their companionship and company for a moment in time
and then moving on. Keeping this attitude foremost in our minds would have
taken time, energy, and most of all required moving out of our comfort zone.
Wouldn’t that however, have been more in keeping with what we are commanded
to do in God’s Word? What might the impact be now if we were to make such a
change in direction regarding all of our relationships from this day forward?

As we continue to attend so many events and activities that are on the “prescribed”
schedule of meetings for a congregation, might we be perpetuating a practice that
may be the leading cause of decline in membership of Churches around the United
States today? After years and years of participating in and practicing the traditional
established special events, there’s really nothing much new — nothing much that
is except an occasional visitor — who gets flogged like the only customer entering
an automobile show room on a Saturday morning. Each scheduled “greeter” as
well as the rest of us in attendance that day, is more eager than the next to serve
the new prospect with all the latest information on the congregation and the church
in general, in hopes that the visitor will be impressed enough to return another
day. How different do we think it would be if every one of us seriously accepted
the God given commandment to go and teach..., instead of meet and greet?

There are numerous tools and methods used to create growth in congregations
and many can be quite useful. But, until we embrace the method prescribed in
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