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During the 6+ years we’ve been publishing Diligence, we have
written a number of articles about various movements, teachings,
trends, Bible translations, etc. that have had the potential of having
a very negative influence on the Lord’s Church if those of us who
are members of the Body fail to stay alert to them. We’ve stated a
number of times that it is absolutely imperative that Christians diligently
study the Word so that red flags will automatically go up in their
heads when they read or hear something that just doesn’t seem “quite
right”. So many of the philosophies and theologies that are presenting
themselves to us today seem to be so close to what the Scriptures teach
but in the end, are so very far from what they teach. Those trends and
teachings seem to be so right on the surface that those who are not very
familiar with the Word will quite likely fail to see anything wrong with
them until they have become influenced past the point of no return. It’s
very much like those two lines on the left of this page. Let’s say that the
line furthest to the left represents the Truth as it is revealed in the Scriptures
and the line on the right represents some false doctrine, creed, philosophy
or teaching. Notice that for the first half inch or so, the two lines are so
close together that it’s really quite difficult to see which line is which.
They both started from the same point so they are actually touching each
other at their beginning. We can see however, that the farther the lines
progress toward the top of the page the farther and farther they drift from
each other. We might also note that one would have to go back to the
starting point to return to the line representing the Truth. Once one has whole-
heartedly accepted some teaching that is not according to the Word of God,
there aren’t any “cross-over roads” readily available to get back to the Truth.
It’s drifted too far away to just reach out and grab hold again after going
down the wrong path for a period of time. We would have to return to the
starting point — that is the Bible — to follow the path of Truth once again.

It seems lately that the trends, fads and movements that just don’t measure up
to the Word are coming at a pace faster and faster with each passing day. Before
any given article we write reaches you, we hear of some new doctrine, creed,
practice or movement that has began influencing various denominations in
America. And it is an unfortunate fact that the Lord’s Church is never far behind
the trend once a few denominations have “picked up” on some new fad.
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We certainly have not seen the end of new philosophies and practices being
introduced and “worming” their way into the Lord’s Church. Just recently, we saw a
headline in our newspaper that read “[Denominational Church] offers Taizé Lenten
services.” Taizé??? — “What’s that?” we said. After a bit of research, we learned
that it’s a kind of worship service that stems from a “monk like” ecumenical commu-
nity in Taizé, France that focuses on spiritual feelings, confession and healing. In
practice it employs the use of many candles, icons and a certain kind of chant-like
music. It’s been popular in Europe for quite sometime now and we suspect that we’ll
all be hearing a lot more about it in our own communities very soon. Maybe not —
but as a society — we do tend to pick up on whatever the latest trend seems to be.
And this seems to be the “new kid on the block” — at least for now. Actually, many
of the so called  “Emerging Churches” (part of Post Modernism) may already be
taking their cue from this movement. Whatever the case, we can probably be
certain that if and when it creeps into the Lord’s Church, it won’t be announced as
“the latest heretical practice.” No! It will creep in ever so slowly — and in such
tiny increments — that many Christians won’t even know that they’ve taken the
path down the line on the right side of that illustration on the front page of this
article instead of holding fast to the Truth represented by the line on the left.

The conclusion here is that those of us who are members of the Body of Christ sim-
ply have to work toward maturity in our knowledge and understanding of the Word.

“That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried
about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;” (Eph. 4:14 KJV)

Lack of maturity in the Word allows Christians to drift onto the wrong line of
belief before they know what’s happening. Maturity in the Word will send up
red flags in our minds — even before we know exactly what might be wrong
with a teaching, practice or belief — we simply should automatically react to
foreign teachings that  “just don’t sound right” to us. Then, after the red flag has
gone up, we go to the Word and see if our red flag was a false alarm or if the
practice or teaching is indeed, not in line with the Scriptures. We should know
the Word so well that we have a “sixth sense” when we’re presented with a new
trend, fad, doctrine, philosophy, teaching etc.. Is it something that we just had
never thought of before or is it indeed something from the Devil? Only the
Word can answer that question for us.

“Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a
roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in
the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are
undergoing the same kind of sufferings.” (I Peter 5:8-9  IV).
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Truth contained in the Scriptures. Choosing to overlook denial of the most basic
elements of the Gospel is not the way to demonstrate love for others. Unity that
results from compromise of God’s Word is not a treasure — it can in fact lead
to the eternal destruction for those who embrace it. Further study of this subject can
be found in Diligence Volume 2 — Issues 4, 5, and 6 and Volume 4 — Issue 5.

The fourth subject we’ll mention is “Tolerance.” Today’s politically correct
society calls for tolerance of everything— even the most vile sins. It’s interesting
however, to notice that the one thing that society seems to render exempt from
this call for tolerance is Christianity and a belief in God and Jesus Christ as our
Savior. For further study on this subject, please visit the web site and read
Diligence Volume 2 — Issues 3, 16, 17 and 18.

The fifth subject — an uncanny interest in the occult, witchcraft, Wicca and things
of that nature — became vogue in the last few years and was driven of course, by
the extreme popularity of the Harry Potter books and movies. Since Harry Potter
is quite likable and so very popular, our series on that subject didn’t seem to win
many friends for us! Nevertheless — it can be read in Volume 4 — Issues 1, 2, and 3.

So — before we lose more friends — let us move quickly onto the sixth subject
we have addressed concerning fads, trends, false doctrines, etc.. We spent 8
issues covering the subject of Post Modernism and still barely scratched the
surface. So we won’t even attempt to provide a summary. What we will mention
here is that Post Modernism is extremely diverse and complex in its scope and
in its effect on today’s culture. At its core is a complete denial that there is any
objective and absolute truth — including the very Word of God. Post Modernism
is a very pertinent subject in relation to the Church. It is a subject and philosophy
that all Christians who love the Lord and the Kingdom He established on this
earth must be aware of and alert to. All of society as well as the Church itself, is
slowly drifting into a Post Modern philosophy when in fact, red flags should
have gone up long ago in the heads of every Christian. The Diligence issues in
which we discussed that subject were Volume 6 — Issues 7 and 10 through 17.

All in all, there has never been a shortage of heresies, false doctrines, trends
and fads that threaten Christianity. In the past, Christians have always been able
to use the Scriptures themselves to combat those false teachings. We know that
heresies cropped up very soon after the Church was established. We can see in
the Letters that Gnosticism was one of the problems that reared it ugly head
very early in the Church. Those who wrote the Letters were able to use the
teachings of Christ to refute such heresies. In our current society where the
Word of God no longer is considered by many to be the Absolute Truth,
Christians are finding it quite challenging to have the “ammunition” they need
to discredit teaching and practices that are not in line with the Scriptures. After
all, if the Scriptures aren’t Absolute Truth, why would society accept that they
are the final Word on anything?

Since most of those teachings that we’ve written about are still plaguing the
Church in many ways, we thought we might take this opportunity to just briefly
review some of the things we’ve discussed in the past. It will of course be
impossible to be very thorough here concerning these subjects since there are
several — so we’ll just briefly highlight each one and include the Diligence issues
in which that particular subject was discussed. If you would like to then read the
more in-depth discussion on any particular subject, you could go to the web site
listed at the bottom of page 4 and locate the particular issue(s) of interest.
The first subject we’ll mention is Secular Humanism from which evolved the New
Age Movement. Most of the other teaching and movements are rooted in these
philosophies. While the New Age Movement includes a little bit of just about
everything— its greatest influences are the occult and Eastern religions such as
Hinduism and Buddhism. At the time of its arrival on the scene, it was said that
the New Age Movement was the most dangerous enemy of Christianity in the
world since it used terms that sounded very Christian but had an entirely different
meaning from what Christians would think — terms like “God,” “Jesus Christ,”
Salvation,” etc. Post Modernism is an offspring of New Age thinking and in our
opinion has become extremely dangerous to Christianity. We’ll mention Post
Modernism later in this article but for a bit more study on Secular Humanism
and New Age, please visit the web site listed at the bottom of page 4 of this
issue and see Diligence Volume 1 — Issue 13 and Volume 6 — Issue 7.
The second subject we’ll mention is that of different versions of the Bible. The
late 20th Century brought an explosion of various new Bible translations. The
21st Century seems to be following in that same path. Since the feminist movement
was at its peak in the late 20th century, gender-neutral versions became the “hot”
trend. Many of those are still popular today. The thrust of the several issues of
Diligence in which we dealt with that subject was that every book that says
“Holy Bible” on the front of it is not necessarily the Word of God. Christians
must be proficient enough in the Word to recognize when a particular version
has drastically strayed from what it should be. Many versions — especially some
popular paraphrases on the market today are far from what the original Greek or
Hebrew texts state. For example — because of today’s politically correct society,
some modern versions have greatly softened if not completely ommitted negative
references to homosexuality. Some have also been published with the intention
of seducing Christians into occultism and practices and beliefs of the New Age
Movement. The Message translation is perhaps the best example of that slant.
Further study on this subject is available in Diligence Volume 1 — Issues 15, 16
and 17 and Volume 5 — Issues 4 and 5. We’ll mention also that Volume 1 —
Issue 15 included an interesting Bible Versions Comparison Chart. Again, those
can be read by visiting the web address listed at the bottom of page 4 of this issue.
The third subject we’ll mention is the “unity movement” that came along and is
still causing numerous problems in the Church. Unity must be based on the
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