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“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Christians — It’s Time to Stand Up

The following is an excerpt from an article in USA Today.
It’s REAL — it’s TRUE — It happened in Michigan.

— I Corinthians 6:9-10 %IV —
“Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do
not be deceived: %either the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers
nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 10nor thieves nor the greedy
nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.”

The above article is just one in a long list of actions being taken in this country
by those who want to destroy the Word of God and declare it “hate speech.” If
just one of these cases makes it to the Supreme Court and receives a verdict in
favor of the homosexual, the Bible will be declared “hate speech” and it would
therefore become a crime to read certain verses in public.
Just last month Colorado Governor Bill Ritter signed Senate Bill 200 into law
for that State. Section 08 of that Bill bans the distribution of any “communication,
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When Paul was in Athens, he was “greatly distressed to see that the city was full of
idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearing Greeks, as
well as in the marketplace day by day...”(Acts 17:16-17) He did something about it!
“Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple courts he found men selling cattle,
sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. So he made a
whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he
scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. To those
who sold doves he said, ‘Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s
house into a market!’” (John 2:13-16) He did something about it
When Christians see evil consuming lost souls and see God and His Word being
maligned, reviled and abused, they are supposed to do something about it! (Eph. 6:13;
Jude 1:3) Christians who do nothing more than protect their own comfort zone,
might want to ask which master they are serving. “He said to them, ‘You are the
ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of men, but God knows your hearts. What is
highly valued among men is detestable in God’s sight.” (Luke 16:15)
Jesus Christ suffered and died on the cross that we might live. He suffered for us!
Should we not be willing to suffer for Him? God forbid that we spend our entire
lives as Peter did in those few moments when his courage waned to the point of
denying that he even knew Jesus (Matt. 26:34-75 ). Should we not be courageous
enough to do something about it when there are more and more efforts being
made to discredit, defame and slander the Christ who died for us?

An organization called Soulforce is an activist group of proud homosexuals and
cross-dressers who call themselves believers. The mission of that organization
is stated as: “Freedom for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people from
religious and political oppression through the practice of relentless nonviolent
resistance.” This past Father’s Day, that group fanned out across the nation and
visited influential mega-churches in Texas, Georgia, Maryland, Illinois, and
California to engage in “conversation about faith, family, and the status of
LGBT people in the church.” They are relentless! Shouldn’t Christians be even
more relentless in defending our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ?

“Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess
also before my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me
before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.
Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send
peace, but a sword.” (Matthew 10:32-34 KJV) 

Soldiers of Christ — arise! Put your armor on! It’s Time to Stand Up! Take hold
of your “Sword” and do something about it!
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Gay man sues publishers over Bible verses
USA Today — July 9, 2008

CASCADE TOWNSHIP, Mich. — A gay man is suing two heavyweight
Christian publishers, claiming their versions of the Bible that refer to
homosexuality as a sin violate his constitutional rights and have caused
him emotional pain and mental instability.

Bradley LaShawn Fowler of Canton, Mich., is seeking $60 million from
Zondervan, based in Cascade Township, and $10 million from Nashville-
based Thomas Nelson Publishing....

Fowler, 39, alleges Zondervan’s Bibles referring to homosexuality as a
sin have made him an outcast from his family and contributed to physical
discomfort and periods of “demoralization, chaos and bewilderment.”

The intent of the publisher was to design a religious, sacred document to
reflect an individual opinion or a group’s conclusion to cause “me or anyone
who is a homosexual to endure verbal abuse, discrimination, episodes of
hate, and physical violence ... including murder,” Fowler wrote.

Fowler’s suit claims Zondervan’s text ... of the Bible included ... a reference
to homosexuality in 1 Corinthians [chapter 6, verse 9].
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paper, poster, folder, manuscript, book, pamphlet, writing, print, letter, notice, or
advertisement of any kind, nature, or description which is intended or calculated
to discriminate or actually discriminates...” based on “...sexual orientation.”
Colorado State Rep. Kevin Lundberg confirmed that “Section 8 of Senate Bill
200 is a wide open door for any judge to censor anything that condemns homo-
sexuality, including Scripture.” An influential Christian organization is preparing
to file a lawsuit in Colorado to block that new law but Christians should take
note of the fact that it did pass and will require legal action to block it.

That first case we mentioned (the Zondervan and Thomas Nelson lawsuits) stands
a good chance of being thrown out of court because the particular Judge who was
charged with hearing it stated; “The Court has some very genuine concerns about the
nature and efficacy of these claims.” If however this case had been filed before the
Ninth Circuit Court of California, the opinion of the Judge would possibly be far
different. The Ninth Circuit has ruled in favor of homosexuality many times.

Regardless of the outcome of these two cases, the fact remains that there have been
many challenges before the courts attempting to classify any negative statements con-
cerning homosexuality as “hate speech.” Sooner or later one of those claims is going
to reach the highest court in the land. Christians should therefore pray that the Judges
appointed to the Supreme Court by our next President are Godly men since it is
expected that as many as three new Judges will be appointed during that President’s
term in office. If those three appointees happen to be men who believe that homosexu-
ality is acceptable (or normal) behavior, the court would likely rule that homosexuality
be granted the same protection from discrimination as the race of an individual. If that
happens, we can surely expect the particular verses of the Bible that refer to homo-
sexuality as sinful or detestable behavior to be in serious jeopardy. Christians should
pray that God sees fit to allow a Godly person to be elected as our new President.

There are thousands of public efforts being made to promote homosexuality as
normal behavior. Mr. Fowler’s lawsuit — legalization of same sex marriage in
California — McDonald’s Restaurant chain deciding to throw their full Corporate
support behind the National Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce, are just three
public efforts. But there are manymore subtle— under the radar —  efforts. There is
even a trend in the very modern translations of the Bible to drastically soften the
verses concerning homosexuality. For example — no where in The Message is the
word “homosexual” used. In that version (which also has a strong New Age slant
— evident in I Cor. 6:9), the New Testament is in most verses, extremely vague
concerning homosexuality. (The Old Testament of The Message, even though it
does not use the word homosexual, is less vague in stating that the behavior is sinful).
Let’s take a look at exactly how some of those verses in The Message differ from
other translations.Also take special notice that The Message verses in Romans 1
listed on the next page could imply that homosexual behavior is acceptable when love
is present — at least that’s how practicing homosexuals choose to interpret it.
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I Cor 6:9 NIV
“Do you not know that the wicked
will not inherit the kingdom of God?
Do not be deceived: %either the sex-
ually immoral nor idolaters nor
adulterers nor male prostitutes nor
homosexual offenders.”

I Cor 6:9 The Message
“Unjust people who don't care about
God will not be joining in his kingdom.
Those who use and abuse each other,
use and abuse sex, use and abuse the
earth and everything in it, don't
qualify as citizens in God's kingdom.”

I Tim. 1:8-11 NASB
“But we know that the Law is good, if
one uses it lawfully, realizing the fact
that law is not made for a righteous
person, but for those who are lawless
and rebellious, for the ungodly and
sinners, for the unholy and profane, for
those who kill their fathers or mothers,
for murderers and immoral men and
homosexuals and kidnappers and liars
and perjurers, and whatever else is
contrary to sound teaching, according
to the glorious gospel of the blessed
God, with which I have been entrusted”

I Tim. 1:8-11The Message
“It’s true that moral guidance and
counsel need to be given, but the
way you say it and to whom you
say it are as important as what you
say. It’s obvious, isn’t it, that the law
code isn’t primarily for people who
live responsibly, but for the irre-
sponsible, who defy all authority,
riding roughshod over God, life,
sex, truth, whatever! They are con-
temptuous of this great Message
I’ve been put in charge of by this
great God.”

Romans 1:24-27 NASB
“Therefore God gave them over in
the sinful desires of their hearts to
sexual impurity for the degrading of
their bodies with one another. They
exchanged the truth of God for a lie,
and worshiped and served created
things rather than the Creator—who
is forever praised. Amen. Because of
this, God gave them over to shameful
lusts. Even their women exchanged
natural relations for unnatural ones.
In the same way the men also aban-
doned natural relations with women
and were inflamed with lust for one
another. Men committed indecent
acts with other men, and received in
themselves the due penalty for their
perversion”

Romans 1:24-27 The Message
“So God said, in effect, ‘If that’s what
you want, that’s what you get.’ It wasn’t
long before they were living in a pig-
pen, smeared with filth, filthy inside and
out. And all this because they traded
the true God for a fake god, and wor-
shiped the god they made instead of the
God who made them—the God we
bless, the God who blesses us. Oh, yes!
Worse followed. Refusing to know God,
they soon didn't know how to be human
either — women didn't know how to be
women, men didn’t know how to be
men. Sexually confused, they abused
and defiled one another, women with
women, men with men — all lust, no
love. And then they paid for it, oh, how
they paid for it — emptied of God and
love, godless and loveless wretches.”


