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“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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A House Is A House Is A House

“1If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you and
announces to you a miraculous sign or wonder, 2and if the sign or wonder
of which he has spoken takes place, and he says, ‘Let us follow other gods
(gods you have not known) and let us worship them,’ 3you must not listen
to the words of that prophet or dreamer. The Lord your God is testing you
to find out whether you love him with all your heart and with all your soul.
4It is the Lord your God you must follow, and him you must revere. Keep
his commands and obey him; serve him and hold fast to him. 5That prophet
or dreamer must be put to death, because he preached rebellion against
the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt and redeemed you from
the land of slavery; he has tried to turn you from the way the Lord your
God commanded you to follow. You must purge the evil from among you.
6If your very own brother, or your son or daughter, or the wife you love, or
your closest friend secretly entices you, saying, ‘Let us go and worship
other gods’ (gods that neither you nor your fathers have known, 7gods of
the peoples around you, whether near or far, from one end of the land to
the other), 8do not yield to him or listen to him. Show him no pity. Do not
spare him or shield him. 9You must certainly put him to death. Your hand
must be the first in putting him to death, and then the hands of all the people.
10Stone him to death, because he tried to turn you away from the Lord your
God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 11Then all
Israel will hear and be afraid, and no one among you will do such an evil
thing again. 12If you hear it said about one of the towns the Lord your God
is giving you to live in 13that wicked men have arisen among you and have
led the people of their town astray, saying, ‘Let us go and worship other
gods’ (gods you have not known), 14then you must inquire, probe and inves-
tigate it thoroughly. And if it is true and it has been proved that this
detestable thing has been done among you, 15you must certainly put to
the sword all who live in that town. Destroy it completely,  both its people
and its livestock. 16Gather all the plunder of the town into the middle of the
public square and completely burn the town and all its plunder as a whole
burnt offering to the Lord your God. It is to remain a ruin forever, never to
be rebuilt. 17!one of those condemned things shall be found in your hands,...
18...obey the Lord your God, keeping all his commands that I am giving
you today and doing what is right in his eyes.” (Deut. 13:1-18 !IV)
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peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath
called you out of darkness into his marvellous light;” (I Peter 2:9 KJV)

Christ’s Church is special in numerous ways. God’s people are a “peculiar” people,
a “chosen generation.” His Church is peculiar in status, in worship and in organiza-
tion. (See Diligence — Volume 1, Issues 2, 3, and 4 via the web address listed at the
bottom of this page). If every church on every corner is the same, then there is
nothing special or chosen about the Lord’s Church — but the Scriptures say
different than that. So, does it really matter what criteria is used when choosing a
Church to attend? Does it matter if the church of your choice is not following “the
way the Lord your God commanded you to follow”(Deut. 13:5)? You bet it does!
Let’s look at it this way — since we are God’s children, let’s put this whole
discussion in the context of a parent/child relationship. Let’s say our daughter Jane
asked for permission to attend a slumber party at Sally’s house. We know Sally’s
parents very well. We know that the rules her parents subscribe to are very similar
to ours. We have no doubt whatsoever that the party will be well chaperoned and
we also know exactly what rules will be enforced there. We consider them to be very
special people so we have no qualms about saying; “yes, of course you may attend.”
After Jane had attended the party, she disclosed to us that it was not at Sally’s house
after all. It was moved to Rita’s house instead. We know Rita and Rita’s parents.
Briefly stated, the standards and rules to which they subscribe are completely different
from ours. Jane should have known that different standards and rules change the
“acceptable quotient” for us as parents. Needless to say — we’re very upset with
Jane for this lapse in discretion and judgement on her part. She proceeds to argue
with us however that “a house is a house is a house and she didn’t think it would
matter which house the party was at, it’s still a house — just a different house, how
could it possibly make a difference which house hosted the party? It was still a
slumber party — at a friend’s house. What’s the big deal anyway?” She asks.
Aren’t we using the same argument with God that Jane tried to use with us when we
say — “It’s still a church — just a different church. How could it possibly make a
difference where we attend?” “It’s still worship — at a church.” “What’s the big deal
anyway?” Are we going to tell God that a church is a church is a church just like
Jane told us that a house is a house is a house? If that argument wouldn’t work with
us as parents, why do we think it would work with God? Parents know that not all
houses have the same standards! Which house hosts the party matters — it matters
a lot. So if it matters that much to us as parents, do we really think it doesn’t matter
to our Father God which group we choose to worship with? As long as we go
somewhere. It’s still worship so it’s ok — right? All houses are the same anyway,
aren’t they? Aren’t all churches the same anyway?
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it thoroughly” (v. 14) so that we can be certain we are “doing what is right in
His eyes” (v.18). That whole concept — doing what’s right in His eyes —
seems however, to be of little importance nowaday.

We are continually amazed at the criteria used — even by Christians — when it
comes to choosing the assembly where they will worship God.

“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman
who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word
of truth.” (II Tim. 2:15 !IV)

It seems that whether or not the assembly of choice “correctly handles the word
of truth” !EVER crosses the mind of many Christians today. The factors that
figure into their selection process range anywhere from the quality of the singing,
to where most of their friends attend, to whether or not they have a good youth
program or an interesting preacher or — on and on — but never whether or not
the assembly they have chosen “correctly handles the word of truth.” That just
doesn’t seem to be important. It’s all of those other things that matter when
choosing the place to gather for worship of God. Do the same principles we read
about in Deuteronomy not apply to us today concerning the commands we’re given
as to how serious our reaction should be to those who say “Let us follow other
gods”? Are we free nowadays to just turn our back on all of God’s instructions and
base our collective worship of Him on whatever criteria is important to us?

“If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you and
announces to you a miraculous sign or wonder, and if the sign or wonder
of which he has spoken takes place, and he says, ‘Let us follow other gods’
(gods you have not known) ‘and let us worship them,’ you must not listen
to the words of that prophet or dreamer. The Lord your God is testing you
to find out whether you love him with all your heart and with all your soul.
It is the Lord your God you must follow, and him you must revere. Keep his
commands and obey him; serve him and hold fast to him.” (Deut.. 13:1-5 !IV)

Does this sound like we are free to worship the “their singing is good god” — the
“they have a big youth group god” — the “that’s where all our friends attend god” —
the “I like the preacher there god” or is it — “The Lord your God [who] is testing
you to find out whether you love him with all your heart and with all your soul”
God — that we are commanded to follow and obey? Exactly which god do we
serve when we choose our place of worship based on everything but the Word?

“It is the Lord your God you must follow, and him you must revere.
Keep his commands and obey him;  serve him and hold fast to him.”

God’s church is unique in all ways. It was purchased with the blood of His Son.
It was established on the day of Pentecost. The Scriptures clearly provide direction
for the way in which the Church that belongs to God is to function — in structure,
in practice, in doctrine, etc. Churches that fail to follow the Scriptural pattern
are something other than the one that was established on Pentecost.

“But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a

Do we get the idea from these verses that God expected — no demanded that the
Israelites worship Him and Him alone? Do we also get the idea from verses 6-10
that anyone — A�YO�E— who might cause them to stray from His commands
should receive absolutely no pity — no pity from God or from the Israelites? Is
it pretty clear from verses 4 and 5 that God demanded complete obedience to
Him? Is it clear from verses 12, 13, 14 and 15 that the Israelites had a responsi-
bility to “inquire, probe and investigate” — and then kill or destroy — anyone
or anything that would cause them to be tempted to worship other gods? At the
end of verse 5 He said: “You must purge the evil from among you.”
God doesn’t tell us to do it that way anymore — well — not quite that way. We
certainly aren’t told to put someone “to death, because he preached rebellion
against the Lord.”(v. 5) or “put to the sword all who live in” a town where
“wicked men have arisen” (v. 13 and 15) or to destroy the town “completely,
both its people and its livestock” (v. 15) and “ [g]ather all the plunder of the
town into the middle of the public square and completely burn the town and all
its plunder.” (v. 16) No — our commands are different today — somewhat. We’re
still commanded to “purge the evil from among” us — at least in the Church.

“I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people; I did not
at all mean with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous
and swindlers, or with idolaters, for then you would have to go out of
the world. But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-
called brother if he is an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or
a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler — not even to eat with such a
one. For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge
those who are within the church? But those who are outside, God judges.
Remove the wicked man from among yourselves.” (I Cor. 5:9-13 !ASB)

So the wicked man was to be removed from the Body but these verses make it
clear that evil is going to continue to exist outside of the church. This means
that there will be those who try desperately “to turn you away from the Lord
your God” (v. 5 and 10) and who will say, “Let us go and worship other gods
(gods you have not known)” (v. 2 and 13). That’s when you must “inquire,
probe and investigate it thoroughly” (v. 14) to determine whether or not it “has
been proved that this detestable thing has been done among you.” (v. 14)
In a previous issue of Diligence (Volume 7 — Issue 4), we noted that there are
some 39,000 denominations in America today. It only makes sense that all
39,000 of those denominations can not be right.

“There is one body and one Spirit — just as you were called to one hope
when you were called — one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and
Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” (Eph 4:4-6 !IV)

If there is just one body, Lord, faith, baptism, etc. (and if we believe the Bible —
there is!), then how can we have 39,000 churches all teaching something different?
Wouldn’t it be our responsibility then as Christians to “inquire, probe and investigate
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