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“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Good Will Toward — Each Other

“And the angel said unto them, ‘Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord And this shall
be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes,
lying in a manger’. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, ‘Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.’” (Luke 2:10-14 KJV)

It’s that time of year again when the thoughts of so many turn to the warm fuzzy
feelings generated by thinking about Jesus as a “babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger.” Artists, authors, songwriters, storytellers, etc. have
for hundreds of years dwelled on the story of the birth of Christ, making it one
of the most loved — and commercially lucrative — times of the year for many.
While we can be reasonably certain that Jesus was not actually born in
December, the precise origin of assigning December 25th as the birth date of
Jesus is unclear. There are many theories — far too many to address here. But
we can fairly easily rule out the month of December because of Luke 2:8.

“And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night.”

Those who have studied the habits and weather of the area where Christ was born
tell us that the sheep were kept out in the open country only during the summer
months. So, since these shepherds had not yet brought home their flocks for the
rainy season, it is safe to argue that October (or early November, at the latest)
had not yet come. Consequently, Jesus was not born on the twenty-fifth of
December. The shepherds would not have had their flocks out in the fields. So
— while the always beautiful snowy Christmas scenes of Thomas Kinkade may
be pleasing to our senses, it surely wasn’t snowing when Jesus was born.

Aside from the fact that December 25th is not the day Christ was born, that date
does seem to stir feelings of peace on earth and good will toward — each other.
Why is that? What is it about people thinking of Christ as a baby lying in a manger
that seems to soothe the savage beast in so many? Is it because they have a
heightened sense that God is among us? Or perhaps that’s the only time of the year
they even think about God and a Savior. Maybe it’s because the increased sense
of awareness of the birth of Jesus Christ causes many to think God is watching

A ministry of Dennis and Sherri Owens

matter of personal judgement whether or not a member of the Lord’s Church engages
in practices common to Christmas as a cultural custom. In I Corinthians 10:14-33
Paul clarifies that it would be wrong to participate in a practice that would compro-
mise one’s faithfulness to the truth or the conscience of another. So, practicing
Christmas as a religious holiday would be questionable for some Christians but
engaging in secular and cultural customs of all sorts would be a matter of personal
discretion and judgement. Paul said, if it violates one’s conscience, don’t do it. If
it violates the conscience of brethren, don’t insist that they do it. It is a personal
issue. That’s why most New Testament churches don’t decorate their buildings, sing
Christmas Carols as part of worship, etc. during this season. It would be a violation
of the conscience of some members and Paul said — in such cases — it would
be best to refrain from doing things that could wound the conscience of brethren.

So, we all understand that Christmas is not the day Jesus was born, and that many
secular practices associated with Christmas possibly had their origin in pagan
customs. We even understand the word “Christmas” itself has a questionable origin
and is certainly not found in the Scriptures. It is nevertheless, extremely unfortunate
that many in this Nation are fighting so vigorously to remove even this once a year
“acknowledgment of God in the land.” And it appears, at this time, they may be
winning that battle. Several State schools have installed “foot washing” basins
and special “prayer rooms” to accommodate the Muslim’s worship of Allah. A
growing number of schools and businesses are adjusting their entire schedules
to meet the needs of their Islamic students and employees. A Swift Meat packing
plant in Omaha, Nebraska has agreed to accommodate its Muslim workers’ request
for prayer time during Ramadan. So while schools and businesses are making
numerous adjustments to provide a “Happy Ramadan” to Muslims — “Merry
Christmas” and “O Holy Night” is being banned! What’s wrong with this picture?
Should Christians just stand idly by and allow this Christian Nation to be turned
into a Muslim-Buddhist-Hindu-Atheistic Nation where the word “Christmas” may
no longer be used because it references our Lord and Savior? Perhaps Christians
should be more persistent in their efforts to bring back the phrase “Christmas Sale”
in retail advertising, “Away In A Manger” on the speakers in the stores where we
shop, and a wish of “Merry Christmas” to everyone we see in these next few weeks.
Maybe this Nation would benefit in some small way from anything that is an
“acknowledgment of God in the land.” — even if it is only once every year.
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mention of any word or phrase that might be an “acknowledgement of God in
the land” that they vehemently fight against even using the word “Christmas.”

Nevertheless, we have nearly arrived at that great merry-making season of the year
that, for now — is still called “Christmas” — at least by those who are still
willing to acknowledge God in our land. According to History.com, Christmas
wasn’t even a holiday in early America. It wasn’t declared a Federal Holiday in
the United States until June 26, 1870. And if America keeps going the direction it
has been going, it may very well not be a National Holiday for much longer.

There is the belief among many Christians that Christmas should not be celebrated
by those whom the Lord has added to His Church. The reasons for such a belief are
numerous. Some of them include the fact that Christ was not born on December 25th
and there is of course no mention of the word “Christmas” (from Cristes Maesse or
Mass of Christ) in the Scriptures. Nor is there any reference that even hints that
Christians should commemorate Christ’s birth. There is also the belief that many
of the common practices we associate with Christmas have their origin in pagan
customs. Depending on the source one uses to study the history of those practices,
that may or may not be accurate. But — for the sake of argument, let’s say that
it is accurate — that many of the things we commonly do to celebrate Christmas
did have their origin in pagan practices. We believe that Paul was faced with a
similar dilemma in I Corinthians 8:1-13. The believers had asked if it was
acceptable to eat the meat being sold in the marketplace that was left over after
an animal had been used as a sacrifice to idols. Paul explained it this way —

“So, what about eating meat that has been offered to idols? Well, we all
know that an idol is not really a god and that there is only one God. There
may be so-called gods both in heaven and on earth, and some people
actually worship many gods and many lords. But we know that there is only
one God, the Father, who created everything, and we live for him. And
there is only one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom God made everything
and through whom we have been given life. However, not all believers
know this. Some are accustomed to thinking of idols as being real, so when
they eat food that has been offered to idols, they think of it as the worship
of real gods, and their weak consciences are violated. It’s true that we
can’t win God’s approval by what we eat. We don’t lose anything if we
don’t eat it, and we don’t gain anything if we do.” (I Cor. 8:4-8 �LT)

So Paul is saying that the mere previous association of the meat with a pagan
practice does not contaminate the meat if one has the knowledge to understand
that an idol is “not really a god.” The same would be true concerning participating
in secular practices that are now a part of celebrating Christmas. The practice is
not contaminated because it was once associated with pagan worship or rituals.
Notice however in those verses that Paul also issues a caution regarding being
aware of one another’s conscience — in other words — we should not insist
that one who believes it is not appropriate to celebrate Christmas, do so. It is a

them more closely during the Christmas season to determine if they’ve been
“naughty or nice.” Whatever the reason — it’s unfortunate that those feelings of
peace and good will seem to vanish when the Christmas bills start to come in.

For many individuals, the next — and maybe even only other time they’ll think
about Jesus Christ is at Easter time. And then — it’s to celebrate the Resurrection!
Why do you suppose those two events are the only events of Christ’s life that
seem to be of interest to so many people? Could it be because those two events
are both positive, non-threatening events that require no commitment on the part
of those who choose to follow Him? Those are easy events to celebrate! Babies
are always cute and sweet and cuddly and surely not a threat to any one! And a
belief and recognition of the Resurrection of Jesus (with no knowledge of the
rest of His life) might assure even the doubting that Jesus is in heaven — with the
Father and therefore will not “interfere” with living the life one wants to live — one
with no commitment required. There are no “rules” attached to believing only in
the birth and Resurrection of Jesus. There are no demands or sacrifices required
if one limits his knowledge of Christ to only those two events. It’s the middle
part of His life that gets a little “sticky” if one learns too much about it. Yep!
Christmas and Easter are easy! It’s the middle part that gets difficult — if — one
chooses to learn about it and follow His teachings. That’s the part that requires
commitment. That must be why so many ignore that part. But failing to be faithful
to God is nothing new. It has happened before and God had this to say.

“Hear the word of the Lord, you Israelites, because the Lord has a
charge to bring against you who live in the land ‘There is no faithfulness,
no love, no acknowledgment of God in the land. There is only cursing,
lying and murder, stealing and adultery; they break all bounds, and
bloodshed follows bloodshed.” (Hosea 4:1-2 KJV)

Sound a little bit like our nation today? Maybe — except for the Christmas season
when the “warm fuzzies” overtake many people. But now, there are even those who
are demanding that the word “Christmas” no longer be used during this time of
the year. They demand that the word “Holiday” be used in public places and in
public displays. Many retail stores no longer mention the word “Christmas” in
their advertising. They say “Holiday Sale” instead of “Christmas Sale.” Employees
of many large retailers are no longer allowed to wish their customers “Merry
Christmas”— the politically correct phrase is “Happy Holidays.” We might have
also noticed that the background music played in many of the retail stores no
longer includes songs with any religious references. In most retail stores one
will only hear songs like Frosty The Snowman, Deck The Halls, Jingle Bells,
etc. And most cities no longer allow a Nativity scene to be displayed on public
property. Public schools are no longer allowed to have “Christmas” and “Easter”
breaks — instead they must be called “Spring” and “Winter” breaks. So even
though December 25th is almost certainly not the actual time of the birth of our
Lord and Savior, there are those who are so very opposed to any reference or
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