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“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Understand The Times

Well, the hustle and bustle of the Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays has
finally come to an end. Most of us have probably settled back into a much more
normal routine — a routine that is jolted from it’s steadfastness only by major
events in our lives — or — perhaps the children being out of school — or — events
like the season that has just passed. We could probably safely say that we never
intended for this recent season to have become quite as busy and harried as it
seems to have become for many of us but — somehow, it just did. And we know
it’s going to be that way going into it — and you know what? — Most of us just
consider it to be a part of the season. We’ve learned to expect it as well as just
deal with it. We might even say — like it or not — it’s just a sign of the times.

Jesus had something to say to the Pharisees about signs of the times.
“And the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test him they asked
him to show them a sign from heaven. He answered them, ‘When it is
evening, you say, “It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.” And in the
morning, “It will be stormy today, for the sky is red and threatening.”
You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot
interpret the signs of the times.” (Matthew 16:1-3 "IV)

These Pharisees were completely in tune with interpreting the sky to predict the
weather but totally blind to the numerous signs that Jesus was the Messiah.

In the Old Testament we see that praise was given to the — 
“men of Issachar, who understood the times and knew what Israel
should do ...” (I Chronicles 12:32 "IV)

— because they understood the times well enough to know that David should be
the King. Those men evidently were in tune with the pulse of that nation. They
understood that the particular climate of the times dictated the necessity for David
to be King. How did they perceive that? Perhaps they simply kept in touch with
public affairs as well as the climate of the whole nation. Whatever their reason, the
verse states that they “understood the times and knew what [they] should do” They
joined the cause of making certain that David was made King. 

So it would seem that the Scriptures say that Christians should not be blind to
interpreting the signs of the times in which they live — especially since today’s
culture exhibits numerous signs that are detrimental to Christianity and to Christians
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For example, Biblical Christianity is a faith based on salvation attained through the
blood of Jesus Christ. Cultural Christianity is a religion based solely on human
logic and whatever happens to be one’s current interpretation of the Scriptures
— in other words — one’s intentions are good enough. The focus in Cultural
Christianity is to not offend the world or any of its communities — in other
words — all views that might be offensive to anyone should be ignored in an
effort to get along with everyone and thereby influence the world in a positive way.
This is therefore a religion of “people’s approval.” The focus of Biblical Christianity
is to bring people to the God of the Bible and the saving power of the blood of
Jesus Christ. Biblical Christianity is a religion of “God’s approval.” 

“As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching
to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally
condemned!” Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God?
Or am I trying to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I
would not be a servant of Christ. I want you to know, brothers, that the
gospel I preached is not something that man made up. I did not receive
it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation
from Jesus Christ” (Galatians 1:9-12 "IV).

Not compromising the Word of God to adjust to the signs of the times means that
Christians may often face rejection and even persecution.

“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged
to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the
world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world
hates you.” (John 15:18-19 "IV)

There are many signs of the time for which Christians need to be on the lookout.
One is the sheer number of Bible versions available for sale in book stores.
Perhaps the newest of all is Bible Illuminated: The Book: "ew Testament. The
publishers claim that it “looks and feels more like a fashion magazine than a
Bible.” It will most likely be the newest big seller on the market in months to
come. Would it be a good purchase for Christians? Be like the men of Issachar,
understand the times, and then decide what you should do.

A few other signs of the times would include — the trend toward glorifying and
normalizing the occult in movies and TV shows; the lack of respect for human life
as demonstrated in the abortion rate; the lack of respect for authority, even God
and His Word; the notion that many sins are the result of something other than a
lack of self control; and on and on. It is the obligation of every Christian to always
“interpret the signs of the times” in light of the Scripture lest they be led astray.
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baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you ...
(Matthew 28: 18-20 "IV).

The Emerging Church philosophy that hinges only on the good or the bad deeds
done throughout one’s life runs a close parallel with true Christianity since the
Scriptures are clear that Christians are to practice what they preach.

“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it
says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a
man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes
away and immediately forgets what he looks like.” (James 1:22-24 "IV)

“What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no
deeds? Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without
clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, ‘Go, I wish you well;
keep warm and well fed,’ but does nothing about his physical needs,
what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied
by action, is dead.” (James 2:14-17 "IV)

So while Christians are people of faith who strive to follow all of the Truth set
forth in God’s Word, Christ-followers are people of any faith or any religion or
any belief as long as there is unity among everyone. They are led only by their
own “illuminated” mind. Truth is only as they interpret it to be — so truth is
therefore different for everyone — making all religions acceptable to God. To
the Christ follower, the search for truth is an endless journey and can never be
known by anyone. The true Christian however knows that God’s Word is Truth.
(Col 1:5-6; John 17:7) and contains within it the absolute way to salvation— not
an endless journey searching for that way.

Just from this one example, we should be able to see why it is so important for
Christians to have an understanding of the times and have the ability to recognize
signs of the times. Without staying in tune with what is going on in the world around
us, is so very easy to be led astray. The phrase “Christ-follower” seems so harmless
and in fact, even in line with Christian beliefs. It sounds so “Christian” that
millions are becoming converts to this new One World Spirituality in the name
of tolerance and love for others, humility, inclusiveness and open mindedness. But
this One World Religion discards all verses of the Bible other than those that
address unity and love. All other commands and instructions have absolutely no
importance whatsoever. The end result of not recognizing the signs of the times
concerning this false religion will quite possibly be the destruction of many souls.
Like the tribe of Issachar who understood the times and knew what Israel should
do, Christians must also understand the times and know what they should do.

This particular sign of our time then, presents Christians with a choice between
Biblical Christianity and Cultural Christianity — and the two are worlds apart.

as well. So it’s important that Christians be enough in tune with society and the
pulse of our nation to recognize destructive signs when we see them.
We’ve mentioned the Emerging Church in previous articles. This movement
can, without a doubt, be very detrimental to Christians who fail to recognize its
dangers. The movement is so diverse that it’s impossible to say what is believed
or taught within it because the whole concept of the Emerging Church is that all
religions are merged into One — and those who are its followers simply refer to
themselves as “Christ-followers.” Sounds harmless enough, doesn’t it? As
Christians, we follow Christ. But the two terms are in reality far, far apart — in
regards to the Emerging Church.

Those who call themselves “Christ-followers” are quick to say that those who
are “Christians” (and believe in the Absolute Truth of the Word of God) are
arrogant, dogmatic, non-inclusive, judgemental, legalistic, bigoted, etc.. This in
turn causes those who refer to themselves as Christ-followers (in the terminology
of the Emerging Church) to feel that they are wearing a badge of honor — a
symbol of humility and inclusiveness and open mindedness because they hold
to no specific doctrine or belief. They often cite Bible stories such as the woman
at the well (John 4:1-26) to demonstrate the inclusiveness of Christ — while
ignoring the numerous verses about obedience to God as well as verses about
sin and how it separates us from God. Christ-followers will tolerate any belief
or practice whether or not it is a part of the Scriptures. Christ-followers have no
use for doctrine or theology found in the Bible because their religion hinges
entirely on what one does rather than what one believes. This belief is rooted in
Eastern Religions such as Buddhism where leading a “good” life is the ultimate
goal since that will result in a better life after being re-incarnated — which of
course has absolutely no Biblical basis.

So a sign of the times in today’s culture is that unity, peace and love among
everyone, is far more important than obedience to the Word of God. A sign of
the times is that unity always trumps Truth and should therefore be maintained
at all cost. This means that Christianity (in it’s true sense) is becoming a brand
of shame that carries with it numerous negative and undesirable traits such as
those mentioned above. While Christians recognize that all Truth found in the
Word is be followed, Christ followers belive that there is some grain of truth —
whether great or small — in all religions, so therefore all religions are acceptable
to God. His Word states differently.

“If you love me, you will obey what I command” (John 14:15 "IV)

“If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have
obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love” (John 15:10 "IV)

“Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
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