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“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Trusting The Trustworthy

Who do you trust in your life? Have you ever thought about that? If you made a list
of all the people you trust, who would be on it? Maybe your spouse, a close friend,
your parents, someone at work, a teacher or professor, your son or daughter, some-
one at church, an Elder? Who would it be? How many names would be on the list?

Would the names change on your list if the question was asked in a more specific
way? For example: Who would you trust with your life? Who would you trust
to keep a secret? Who would you trust to answer a Bible question accurately?
Who would you trust to guard a valuable possession for you? You see, there are
a lot of different kinds of trust. Our list of those whom we trust might change
— depending on exactly what is needed at the moment.

Children put a tremendous amount of trust in their parents. Have you even stood
in the water of a swimming pool and told a toddler to “jump — I’ll catch you?”
Or have you ever said to a small child “I checked, there aren’t any monsters
under your bed.” Small children generally place a great deal of blind trust in
their parents. Most of us grew up with the advantage of having parents who
were dedicated to raising us in a safe, secure and loving environment. Most of
us had parents who taught us the “rules of the road” and also taught us to follow
them. As children, we trusted our parents with our life — both literally and figu-
ratively — more times than we can count. You might even say that there were
numerous times that we even let them do our thinking for us. When they said
“jump, I’ll catch you” — we didn’t even think about it. We just jumped —
because we believed— and trusted them. We never questioned the fact that
they would look out for us and always do what was in our best interest.

As we matured and started to think more for ourselves, we became convinced that
the “rules of the road” our parents had taught us really were — for the most part
— a good idea. We learned that there is something to be said for wisdom acquired
from age. Parents do try their very best to instill a bit of their own wisdom into
their children. They also — if they are doing their parental job properly — instill
religious beliefs in their children. And that is where grown children must often
cease to place blind trust in their parents and start to think for themselves.

There are more than a few of us who — at some point in our lives — came to
the realization that our parents weren’t trustworthy when it came to the particular
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The professor who we are absolutely certain will have the right answer to our
Bible question is the same professor that will also tell us that a religion that
teaches the infallibility of its leader is a false religion. So — what do we do?
What did the Bereans do in Acts 17:11? They searched the Scriptures to see if
Paul was giving them the right answers. Today, we have advantages the Bereans
didn’t have to assist us in searching the Scriptures. We’re able to get out a
Concordance, Bible Dictionary, two or three Commentaries, maybe even a
Lexicon and two or three versions of the Bible and “dig” until we draw two or
three possible conclusions and then “dig” some more until we determine which
one of those two or three possibilities we believe is the correct one? Do you
think the young Notre Dame graduate would have changed his mind about
anything he was being taught if he had chosen to do that instead of just trusting
the trustworthy? Would you change your mind about anything you’ve been
told? Think about it. Your eternal well being is at stake here.

There are certainly people we know that have more Bible knowledge than we do.
So there is obviously a time to go to those individuals and ask their opinion
concerning questions we might have. But should we just blindly trust that they
will always give us the right answer? Absolutely not. The story demonstrates
how that kind of trust can be detrimental to our eternal life. We can’t always
trust our parents, professors, friends, relatives, preachers or anyone else. Like
the Bereans who didn’t even trust Paul, we must search the Scriptures daily to
see if what we are told is in fact according to God’s Word.

We’re living in a time when there are numerous attacks on the New Testament
Church. Influential individuals are being led astray by wolves in sheeps clothing.
Many previous pillars of the church are no longer teaching the Truth. We should
each be aware of the possibility that one whom we would have trusted with our
eternal life may no longer be as trustworthy as we once thought. Even some of
the administration of our so called Christian schools have been captured by Satan
and are leading many down the way that leads to destruction (Matt. 7:13).

“I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and
will not spare the flock. Even from your own number men will arise and
distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. So be on
your guard!” (Acts 20:29-30  IV)

Wolves are in the fold. There have been many casualties. When it comes to
your eternal life — be sure you are getting the right answers to your questions.
Trust God, trust His Word and search the Scriptures daily.

“As for God, His way is perfect; The word of the Lord is proven; He is
a shield to all who trust in Him.” (II Samuel 22:31  KJV)
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He could quote numerous Scriptures that substantiated his beliefs. Any questions
he had as a youngster were competently answered by his parents. As he
matured, he grew stronger and stronger in his beliefs and never questioned his
faith — accepting that it was the one true way to salvation. His parents eventually
sent the young man to one of the finest Universities affiliated with their faith.
While there, he attended hours and hours of required classes in Bible, Church
History and Bible History as well as multiple Theology classes — learning more
and more about his faith while now relying on the wisdom and knowledge of his
scholarly professors more so than on his parents. Since he had great admiration and
respect for his professors, he never had any reason to question anything he was
being taught. Why should he? He trusted those professors in the same manner he
had trusted his parents. He believed they were far more knowledgeable than he was
in religious and Biblical matters so he was completely secure in the knowledge that
they would not steer him wrong. They were indeed trustworthy men and women
who were extremely interested in his current as well as his eternal well being. He
trusted those professors with his life — and — his eternal life! Should he have
placed that level of trust in his professors? Did he know they were right? Had he —
like the Bereans in Acts 17:11 — daily searched the Scriptures himself in an effort to
work out his own salvation? Or had he just trusted the trustworthy to give him the
right answers? What university did he attend? It was the University of Notre Dame.

As youngsters who trust our parents completely, it’s quite easy (and sometimes
dangerous) to simply transfer that trust to someone else as we get older — perhaps
someone else that was “recommended” to us by our parents. The young man in the
story above had merely transferred the trust he had previously placed in his parents
concerning his eternal life, to his learned and scholarly professors. He never saw
any need to evaluate the faith that was “handed down” to him by his parents. He
simply transferred the childlike trust he had in his parents to those whom his parents
had “recommended” to him — via the choice of the University he would attend.

So let’s take another look at one of those questions we asked at the beginning of
this article. Who would you trust to answer a Bible question accurately?”
Obviously, the young man in the story above made a bad decision in that area of
his life. But do we often do the same thing? What do we do when we’re faced
with a question concerning a passage in the Scriptures or a difficult situation in
our local congregation? Do we get on the phone and call someone we trust to
give us the right answer? Do we call a trusted professor we had in College and
assume that whatever he tells us is going to be the right answer? That’s what the
young man in the story would have done. Would he have gotten the right
answer? But — you say — I went to a Christian University. So what? Does that
make those professors infallible? What about — 

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (II Tim. 2:15 KJV)

denomination in which we were raised. We reached a point in our lives when we
obeyed the Gospel and left the denomination that our parents had assured us was
the way to salvation. We had to face the fact that our parents had indeed failed
to teach us the truth about salvation. They had not proven to be trustworthy in
that area of our lives. Understandably, a decision of that nature is not an easy
one since it may often be the first time individuals have to admit that their parents
“steered them wrong” — and that’s not an easy thing to do. It is nevertheless
our responsibility to evaluate the faith that was “handed down” to us by our parents.
Even if we find that the faith of our parents is indeed in agreement with God and
His Word, we must not accept that faith because our parents told us it was right. 

“Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence
only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling” (Phil. 2:12 KJV)

The Scriptures tell us to “work out our own salvation.” It is our personal respon-
sibility to determine what the Word says and then be ready to follow that Word.
That may sometimes mean that we will have to choose between hurting the feelings
of parents who handed down what they believed was right — or — being obedient
to God. There are unfortunately some who are so unwilling to make such a choice
that they refuse to leave the “family religion” even though they understand the
need to do so. Instead, they follow the over-riding feeling that such a choice
would be a betrayal of the trust they have had in their parents since birth.

Earlier in this article we asked the question “who would you trust with your life?”
We’ve already discussed the fact that even though we often trusted our parents with
our life during our childhood years, we should not trust them with the decision
concerning our eternal life. In reality however, the answer to the question of
“who would you trust with your life?” is probably many more people than we
might initially think. Every time we get on an airplane, we trust the pilot with
our life. Every time we get in a car with another driver, we’re trusting him or
her with our life. Every time we go across a bridge, we’re trusting an inanimate
object — or at least the engineers who designed it — with our life.

But let’s go back to the discussion of trusting others with our eternal life. It’s
quite possible that some of us have done that and not even realized it. How’s
that, you say? Well, we’ll explain by relating a story to you.

The story is about a child who was raised in his family’s religion. The faith of that
family extended back many generations and permeated through almost all of his
relatives — aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, nephews, grandparents, in-laws — there
was virtually no member of that particular family who had ever questioned that
particular belief. This child had very dedicated parents who were extremely
trustworthy and taught him the finer details of their faith. As the child grew, he
participated in all of the various activities of his faith. He was extremely bright
and had a thorough understanding of the doctrines and practices of his beliefs.
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