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“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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World Views And Rose Colored Glasses

As soon as each of us is old enough to start observing the world around us, we
begin forming our world view. What is a world view? It’s the overall perspective
from which we see and interpret the world around us. We could say it’s a collection
of beliefs about life and the universe that is held by an individual. So a child isn’t
born with a world view — it takes shape over time as a person grows and matures.

The phrase “looking at the world through rose colored glasses” came into existence
in the mid 1800’s. It meant that the wearer always saw everything in a favorable
and pleasant light. While this is certainly not a bad way to view some situations
or circumstances, constantly wearing rose colored glasses will prevent the wearer
from seeing things the way they really are. In 1978 John Conlee released a song
entitled Rose Colored Glasses. The chorus of that song went like this:

“These rose colored glasses, that I’m looking through
Show only the beauty, cause they hide all the truth.”

While all of us occasionally don rose colored glasses, there are some individuals
who never remove them. They therefore see everything shaded with a hue that
is in reality, far from accurate. Always hiding the truth by wearing rose colored
glasses makes for the formation of a world view that isn’t necessarily based on truth.
It may instead be based on a false beauty tainted because of simply hiding the truth.

To be certain that we completely understand the term world view, let’s take a
moment to look at it from a practical viewpoint. Al Capone was one of
America’s best known gangsters. He was the single greatest human symbol of
the collapse of law and order in the United States during the 1920’s Prohibition
era. In contrast, Billy Graham has been a spiritual adviser to multiple U.S.
Presidents. He was number seven on Gallup’s list of admired people for the 20th

Century. So we could most assuredly say that the world view held by each of
these individuals was vastly different — that the overall collection of beliefs
about life held by Al Capone differed greatly from the overall collection of
beliefs held by Billy Graham. The perspective from which Al Capone saw and
interpreted the world was vastly different than the perspective from which Billy
Graham sees and interprets the world.

It’s not unusual for adults at some point in their lives, to alter their world view as
new information is presented to them. That change can be either for the better or
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numerous everyday individuals — some of whom hold prominent positions in
local churches all over the nation. Many prominent (and not so prominent)
individuals have fallen into the trap set by Satan that was once commonly
known as the New Age Movement. Today, however it is often referred to as the
New Spirituality or One World Spirituality. In reality, it is an all out assaut on
Biblical Christianity yet is being embraced by many who call themselves
Christians. This new world view is becoming more and more popular using
numerous disguises and is being promoted by a number of famous people. The
Emerging Church Movement, many mega-churches, as well as the Community
church movement allow their members to pick and choose from the Bible —
selecting only the beliefs with which each individual is “comfortable.” This is
allowing Paganism (the worship of nature) and its kindred belief, pantheism (that
God is all and all is God) to become more and more prominent in American
culture. Evolutionary humanism, Hindu pantheism, and occultism are slowly
merging into a New Spirituality world view that is destroying and doing away
with the True Biblical world view — and Christians are buying into it by the
millions. Influential people like Oprah Winfrey’s rejection of religious doctrine —
and her encouragement of others to do the same — has allowed the lies of New
Spirituality to flourish. Al Gore’s radical environmentalism has lead numerous
Christians to worship the created instead of the Creator.

“They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served
created things rather than the Creator — who is forever praised. Amen.
(Romans 1:25 �IV)

Whether they realize it or not, many who are calling themselves Christians have
bought into the lies of Satan and no longer have a Biblical world view.

The true Biblical world view — i.e., the belief and commitment to the exclusivity
of Jesus Christ is now politically incorrect. In a world full of false religions,
Biblical Christianity is being relegated to the lunatic fringe — even by those
who should know better. The world view being adopted by some Christians
comes from their own selfish desires. Their vision is tainted by rose colored glasses
that are hiding the truth. They say they are Christians, but they want their associa-
tion with Christ to be on their own terms — and those terms often include paganism,
pantheism and occultism. They have created their own religion based on their own
desires and it just doesn’t work that way.

“... God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Phil. 2:9-11 �IV)
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start of a human life has a profound influence on the moral status of
abortion, stem cell research, therapeutic cloning, etc.

• Those who have repented of their sins, and accepted Jesus Christ as
Lord and Savior in the watery grave of baptism are saved and will
attain Heaven when they die if they have remained faithful; those who
have not, will spend eternity in Hell.

You get the idea. The more Bible based beliefs that are added to the list, the
lower the number would become if including only those who hold a truly
Biblical world view.

The world view of those who describe themselves as Christians has changed
dramatically in the past several years. For example: according to the most recent
survey conducted in August of 2008 by The Barna Group, only 46% of those
describing themselves as “born again Christians” believe in absolute moral truth
and only 40% of that same group believes that Satan is a real force. So many
who consider themselves Christians, no longer rely on the Bible for their core
beliefs. A growing number of people who define themselves as Christian now
choose to accept only those beliefs that are compatible with their lifestyle and
throw out or ignore Bible teachings that simply don’t fit whatever they like.
This results in many Americans embracing a contradictory body of beliefs —
beliefs that are not based on the Scriptures. For example, that same Barna Group
survey mentioned above also pointed out that millions of people who consider
themselves to be Christian, claim that they believe the Bible is totally accurate in
all of the lessons it teaches — but at the same time they believe Jesus Christ
sinned. The survey also revealed that millions contend that they will experience
eternal salvation because they confessed their sins and accepted Christ as their
Savior, but they also believe that a person can do enough good works to earn
eternal salvation. These contradictory beliefs can not all be, and are not all
accurate according to the Scriptures. Apparently — 

“Those rose colored glasses, that [they’re] looking through
Show only the beauty, cause they hide all the truth.”

A truly Biblical world view must be based on the Bible or it is obviously something
other than a Biblical world view. A national survey conducted by the Pew Forum
on Religion & Public Life from July 31st, 2008 through August 10th of 2008 found —

“A majority of all American Christians (52%) think that at least some
non-Christian faiths can lead to eternal life. Indeed, among Christians
who believe many religions can lead to eternal life, 80% name at least
one non-Christian faith that can do so.” (http://pewforum.org)

Considering the results of this survey, there must be a lot of rose colored glasses
hiding the truth from those who call themselves Christians. How dreadful!

So why is the world view of those who describe themselves as Christian changing
so dramatically? Well, it hasn’t happened over night. It’s been a gradual shift led
by a variety of politicians, religious leaders, authors, actors and actresses as well as

for the worse. An example of being for the better might be an individual who spent
much of his life living in a manner that was less than honest and far from moral
but when presented with the Gospel, changes the way he lives because the way
he now sees the world (his world view) is filtered through glasses of “truth” or
the Word of God — glasses that now differentiate between right and wrong, moral
and immoral, etc. But changes in world view can also be for the worse. The culture
we live in today makes it not only easy — but even encourages Christians to put
on “glasses” that are drastically changing their world view — and the new world
view being accepted by many American Christians is not a change for the better.

Those of us who had family influences that included teaching us to believe in
God and the Bible are referred to as having a “Biblical world view.” But even
that term is inconsistent and varies widely. For example, many of us who are
reading this article do not agree with the application of the gospel preached by
Billy Graham. We would probably say that his interpretation or knowledge of
the Scriptures is incomplete — that his Biblical world view is not the same as
ours. Non-believers would nevertheless toss all of us in the same group as Mr.
Graham and others like him claiming that all of us have a “Biblical world view”
— because — as they see it, we all believe in God and the Bible. So if the term
“Biblical world view” only requires a belief in God and the Bible, then all of us
should be grouped together. But in today’s culture there are as many different
“Biblical world views” as are people who hold them.

The Barna Group is a marketing research group that provides information about the
state of Christianity in the United States. That research group defines a “Biblical
world view” as being a world view that is based on the following foundation — 

1. Absolute moral truths exist.
2. The Bible defines these absolute moral truths.
3. Jesus Christ lived a sinless life during his ministry on earth.
4. God created the universe. He is omnipotent and omniscient.
5. Salvation is a gift from God. It cannot be earned through good works

or behavior.
6. Satan is a real living entity.
7. The Bible is accurate in all of its teachings.

None of us would disagree that these things are necessary to have a “Biblical
world view.” But wait a minute — what about number 5? We surely disagree
with Billy Graham as to exactly how to obtain that “gift from God.” The Bible
never mentions the “sinners prayer” but gives clear instructions about immersion
in the watery grave of baptism. And what about number 7? Wouldn’t that
include a whole host of other beliefs that we consider to be an extremely important
part of our “Biblical world view.” Maybe things like — 

• Jesus Christ was born of a virgin.
• The Godhead consists of three persons — Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
• Human life begins at the moment of conception — the timing of the
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