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“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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In the previous article — “Acknowledgment is the Beginning” — we focused on
the power that is unleashed when an individual acknowledges that he needs to seek
help outside of himself in order to deal with an addiction. In that article we cited
how alcoholics will remain addicted to alcohol unless they acknowledge that they
are being controlled by an addiction that has become harmful to themselves
and/or others. We then drew a comparison of Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) to the
Church. We stated that both the Church and AA are needs based and that until
one acknowledges the fact that intervention is needed from a power greater than
himself, that individual will remain under the control of the destructive force —
whether that force be an addiction of some sort or the wages of sin (Romans 3:23).
In either case, acknowledgment is the essential step that must be taken by the
afflicted individual before steps can be initiated toward resolving the problem.
Only when an individual has reached the point of acknowledging the need for help
beyond himself — can the process begin that is needed to bring the individual
back to a state where he is able to regain a healthy relationship with society and
his loved ones. In the case of the destructive force of the wages of sin, the rela-
tionship that needs to be restored is of course his relationship with God.

Once an individual has acknowledged the need for help, treatment can then
begin. In AA the treatment consists of the sponsor, the 12 step program, regular
attendance at meetings as well as an agreement to depend on others when there
is an urge to fall back into the addiction. An alcoholic must have complete trust
that these factors are necessary components for treatment of his addiction.
Without trust in these components and the recognition of his dependency on
them, the treatment will not be effective.

The result of successful treatment for an addict would be the gradual gaining of
control over the addiction rather than the addiction continuing to have control
over the addict. Actions and behaviors would no longer be dictated by the addiction.
The ability to eventually reach this level of control has been described by recov-
ering alcoholics as a very liberating feeling.

Unfortunately however, the damage that has been caused while addicted may be
permanent — either physically, emotionally or regarding the addicts relationship
with others. Acknowledging the need for and then accepting treatment will not
necessarily remove or undo the physical or emotional consequences that may
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•Seek a relationship with a “higher being” to fill a spiritual vacuum.
�Bible speak — Restore a relationship with God by following the 
plan of salvation as described in the Bible (John 14:6)

•Walk in a new way without the crutch of alcohol.
�Bible speak — Walk according to God’s Word (John 14:23-24)

As any person attempts to go in a new direction, the challenge is great and the
obstacles are many. The results however are time tested and true. Good results
do occur for any who will stick to the plan and see it through. A word of caution
however — the recovering addict can only hope that all earthly relationships
can be mended. By comparison the lost individual can be assured that his or her
relationship with God will be restored when complete trust is placed in the
Power greater than him self. Following the “treatment plan” as described in the
Bible will assure that the “treatment” will be effective. Anything short of
accepting this assurance allows the shackles of sin to continue to imprison those
who have been saved by the blood of Christ. We must know with assurance that
God is true to his promise and accepts us back — as pure as we were before
any disobedience to Him.

So where does that leave us? One of the main points expressed in AA is that its
members are recovering alcoholics — they are never “cured.” Scripture teaches
that we are recovering sinners (Romans 7:7-24). Our salvation is not one and
done. We can no sooner accept Christ as our Savior and then go on our merry
way, never to revisit the source of our salvation, than a member of AA would go
to one meeting and complete one step and expect the process to result in recovery.
It is a new life walk, no longer returning to the former way of life.

One final thought — in today’s society, neither the ACLU nor any other such
organization has ever stepped out to criticize the process for treating addiction
that is used by AA. However as evil increasingly wreaks havoc in our world,
objection is rampant when it comes to the process for treating sin that is found
in the Bible. Treatment of the eternally lost condition is hampered by those in
society who are determined to reject God. The same society that readily embraces
a process of AA that ends with the encouragement that its members “seek a
relationship with a higher being” vehemently renounces any and all efforts by
Christians to share the Biblical remedy that will prevent eternal damnation. So
although it is an uphill task, it is vitally important that those of us who are
recovering sinners share the Biblical treatment with the afflicted because —
“...the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
(Romans 6:23 !ASB)
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of  the consequences of his sin.
• “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” (Romans 3:23)
• “...the wages of sin is death;...” (Romans 6:23)
• “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into his death?” (Romans 6:3)
• “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death:...” (Romans 6:4)
• “For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we
shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:” (Romans 6:5)
• “...our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be
destroyed,...” (Romans 6:6)

When a lost person reaches the level of a desperate desire to remedy the conse-
quences that result from the wages of sin, that person will demand the Biblical
“treatment” to resolve that problem. With acceptance of that “treatment,” the
separation between the lost person and God will be removed — the relationship
will be restored. Unlike earthly relationships, with God, the damage need never
be permanent. Rejoicing surely occurs when relationships are restored between
an addict and his family and friends, but the rejoicing that occurs when a lost
soul restores his relationship with God stirs even the angels in heaven. WOW!
“...[S]uppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not
light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it?
And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and
says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ In the same way, I
tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner who repents.” (Luke 15: 8-10 !IV)

So what are we saying?  A sincere and true acknowledgement that help from a
source outside of one’s self is needed, will lead to reaching out in search of a
solution. Treatment can then follow that acknowledgment. We can even make a
comparison between the treatment used by groups such as AA for an addict and
the treatment explained in the pages of the Bible for a soul lost in sin. The treat-
ment would include the following components:

•Turn away from the controlling forces — join AA
�Bible speak — Repent (Acts 2:38)

•Surround yourself with others who have recognized the need for help,
have repented and regularly attend AA meeting
�Bible speak — Gather with the saints every week and study (Heb. 10:25)

•Develop relationships among those who have chosen a new way, have
an AA sponsor
�Bible speak — When you have needs, call upon the elders or other 
trusted members, etc. (Galatians 6:1-2)

•Restore broken earthly relationships caused by ill treatment of others
� Bible speak — Go to the offended brother. (Matthew 5:23)

have resulted from damage done during the time of the addiction. Regarding an
addicts relationship with others — the fact that change has occurred in the life of
the addict does not necessarily dictate change or acceptance of those who were
victims of his addiction. Those victims will likely simply wait to see if the next
difficult event will push the addict back into the addiction. The harboring of that
lingering fear will not be easily removed from those victimized by the one
addicted. So as treatment for the addict is accepted and administered, it is important
to realize that successful treatment will not always remove the consequences of
prior actions. It will only offer a hope that those actions will not recur going forward.
When we relate this process to us as sinful creatures, it is important to draw the
distinction between offenses against other people and offenses against God.
Offenses that occur against other people will most likely involve sin in a number
of different ways so they may in some ways, be one and the same. In the larger
sense however, there is a significant distinction. If — during the treatment and
recovery process, an addict is able to restore the human relationships that had
been broken because of his addiction, it does not resolve the broken relationship
with his Creator. So unless his conscience has become so seared that he fails
to even recognize that God exists, there will continue to be an empty nagging
feeling even though the human relationships may have been restored.
For purposes of this article, we will assume that the individual does recognize
an accept that there is a higher Power and that Power is God. Remember, we
stated earlier that an “alcoholic must have complete trust that [certain] factors
are necessary components for treatment of his addiction. Without trust in these
components and the recognition of his dependency on them, the treatment will
not be effective.” So as we relate this whole idea to the “treatment” of one who
is suffering from the wages of sin, the individual must realize that it is essential
to rely on Scripture when determining what is offensive to God. Since personal
improvement — whether great or small — is sometimes sufficient to restore
broken human relationships, it would be easy to rationalize that an improvement
over one’s prior self is also enough to restore his relationship to God — but that
of course, is not the case.
When the Bible is consulted as the guide for restoring a broken relationship
with God, we will find that the purpose of Scripture is about that one subject.
Every detail needed to restore one’s relationship with God, is found in Scripture.
So —  when a lost person places the same level of faith and trust in Scripture
that an alcoholic places in the components of his AA treatment, the lost person’s
relationship with God can be restored — the “treatment” will be effective. You
may think that sounds backwards to consider and discuss this concept in this
way — and perhaps it is. But an addict who acknowledges his need for help
from a power greater than himself, has generally reached a level of desperation
that demands placing trust and confidence in something beyond himself. A lost
person must also reach and acknowledge that same level of desperation because
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