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“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Recovery

The more we understand God’s Word, the more we appreciate the value of salvation,
and our need as sinners for that gift from God. The more understanding we have
of His Word the more we also understand our need to be accountable for our
own actions as well as for our own life in respect to pleasing God. We realize
that just because we have been rescued from the power that sin had in our lives
we must not assume that its hold on us cannot reoccur.

As we have done throughout these last four articles let us once again refer to the
methods used by AA for treating alcoholism — this time, in relation to recovering
from an addiction. The position taken by AA is that members are recovering
alcoholics — not recovered alcoholics. This may seem like an insignificant
difference but it is a difference that is critical in the lives of those who have
accepted the help provided by AA to deal with alcoholism. Failure to realize the
difference between recovering and recovered is very likely to be the difference
between lifetime success and lifetime failure of the program.

This critical difference also applies to sinners who have accepted salvation by
being immersed in the watery grave of baptism. There is a tendency for many
who have accepted salvation in Christ to do so as if they have received a vaccination
or inoculation from some disease and are thus no longer susceptible to being
victims of future influences of evil. This attitude toward salvation becomes rather
obvious when we consider the following things that are rapidly becoming a part
of our current religious culture.

While over 75 % of Americans consider themselves to be “Christian,” current
research reveals that only 9% of all American adults have a Biblical world view.
This means that most of those who consider themselves to be Christian, do not
accept even the most basic teachings of the Bible. Yet 74% of those same self-
described Christians proclaim that the most important purpose in their life is to
“love God with all their heart, mind, strength and soul.” The huge discrepancy
between the 9% and the 74% is manifested by looking at the number of churches
that are seeing fewer and fewer people in their Sunday worship assemblies. The
difference between thinking that one has recovered from ones sins because of
receiving an inoculation or vaccination for salvation and understanding that
being a recovering sinner is a lifetime commitment are many miles apart.
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There’s still another aspect of this analogy that we haven’t mentioned yet. That
is the number of the programs that are available to an individual with an addiction
to alcohol. When an alcoholic reaches the point of acknowledging that something
must be done about his addiction, there are numerous places he can go for help.
AA is not the only treatment program available to him. Many hospitals offer
similar programs as well as a number of private agencies. So the alcoholic has
choices — most of which will lead to his recovery if he has the personal
accountability and commitment to follow through with the process.

Many today, claim there are also numerous “programs” available for the recovering
sinner. They need only choose “the church of their choice” — or the “recovery
program” that meets their needs. That may indeed be true — if — one is looking
only for a “program” that has the possibility of making one a better citizen, a better
parent, a better employee, a better spouse, etc. There are many programs — i.e.
churches — that might very well help a recovering sinner better understand God’s
way to behave in all of those areas we just mentioned. But it will be a recovery
that is only useful for this life on earth — not a recovery that will last for an
eternity. That is why it is so necessary for a recovering sinner to understand God’s
Word. As one continues with his commitment to know more and more about
God’s Word, he will soon learn — if he is honest with himself — that there are
not many programs that will get him to the eternal goal — a crown that will last
forever — there is only one. And that is salvation through the blood of Jesus Christ.

“...I am the way, the truth, and the life. �o one comes to the Father
except through Me” (John 14:6 �KJV)

Alcoholics Anonymous doesn’t have a corner on the market when it comes to
programs that will effectively treat an addiction to alcohol but Jesus Christ does
have a corner on the market when it comes to salvation for sinners. There is only
one way for the recovering sinner to reach a goal that will be eternal — and that
way is by following the plan explained in the Scriptures. And while there are
many churches that claim to have a “treatment” for sinners, unless that “treatment”
is the one spelled out in the New Testament, it will only be temporary and will
last only as long as this life on earth.

We mentioned earlier that 75% of Americans consider themselves to be
Christians but only 9% have a Biblical world view. This makes it rather obvious
that 66% who consider themselves Christians, have absolutely no knowledge of
God’s Word. Perhaps if more of those who consider themselves “Christians”
saw themselves as recovering sinners they would continue to pursue what God
has for them in Scripture and run the race for the crown that will last forever.
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a great deal of support from society as well as from his own friends and family for
making such a positive decision concerning his life. Generally speaking, just
about everyone is pleased to see him “taking the bull by the horns” to correct a
problem that had been dominating his life.

If that same person however makes a decision to accept the Biblical “treatment”
for his lost condition, there is often a far different reaction from the community
that surrounds him — perhaps even from his own family and friends. The societal
encouragement that is afforded the recovering alcoholic is more often than not
lacking for the recovering sinner. While the alcoholic is praised and encouraged to
meet with his support group, the sinner is often ridiculed and even vilified for
meeting with his support group. The alcoholic who admits that he regularly
attends AA meetings due to an addiction to alcohol is never told that he is foolish
for meeting with such a support group nor is he ever told that he should not
continue to follow that recovery process. The Christian however who has
committed to Christ and begins to regularly attend Bible Class and worship, is
often the victim of much criticism.

These differences between society’s reaction to the alcoholic “taking the bull by
the horns” to remedy his condition and the sinner “taking the bull by the horns”
to remedy his condition is why it is extremely important for the recovering sinner
to truly appreciate the value of his salvation, and his need for that gift from God.
There are many who want the value salvation offered at the time of the “inoculation”
but do not have the courage to face the rejection and criticism that often comes
from society following their decision. Many do not make the commitment nec-
essary to endure the race for a lifetime 

“Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the
prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the
games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not
last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.” (I Cor. 9:24-25 �IV)

Commitment to enduring strict training is essential for a lasting recovery from
the power that sin has over ones life. Every Christian (or recovering sinner) in
the local congregation has a responsibility to other Christians to create and maintain
the same level of endurance to the commitment of strict training that AA does
concerning the fact that all of us are recovering — not recovered. AA members
accept the fact that if they do not exercise the endurance necessary to continue in
a lifetime commitment, lifetime recovery will probably not be a reality.

Christians who fail to understand that a lifetime commitment was made at the
time they accepted the Biblical treatment for their lost condition, often become
complacent in the belief that they “have been saved” from eternal damnation
and all they have to do after that is look forward to eternity in heaven. They simply
fail to understand and accept the fact that they are recovering sinners in need of
ongoing support in order to obtain “.... a crown that will last forever.”

Observation over the past several years bears out the fact that there are far too
many people who — after acknowledging their lost condition and accepting the
Biblical “treatment” for that condition — return to their previous lifestyle within
a very short time. They failed to understand that they had not recovered from
the lost condition but were instead, recovering sinners who needed the support
of those just like themselves. They simply didn’t comprehend that the more they
understood God’s Word, the more they would appreciate the value of their salvation
and therefore realize that they needed to be accountable for their actions in
respect to God for as long as they lived on this earth.

It’s always interesting to note that when someone passes from this life, there
seems to often be an assumption that everyone is going to a “better place” even
when there is absolutely no evidence of their involvement with Christ during
their life. Perhaps this has something to do with that 9% number we saw earlier,
since the Scriptures are quite clear as to the terms of pardon. Yet those terms
seem to be obscure to many who describe themselves as Christians. There seems
to be some sort of a “Christian by proxy” belief in place in our culture today. By
this we mean that the “membership roles” of many congregations include people
who are family members of currently active Christians, even though those family
members seldom — if ever — actually assemble with the Christians — or take
any interest at all in having a better understanding of God’s Word. Salvation —
or even meeting with the saints — by proxy is not mentioned anywhere in the
Scriptures as being a means of going to a “better place” at the time of ones passing.

The dangers of falling victim to the wiles of the Devil are very real. If recovering
alcoholics are subject to re-involvement with their addiction when they fail to
continue meeting with their support group — what is the likelihood of recovering
sinners becoming re-involved with their previous sinful lifestyle when they are
absent from the continuing influences that would cause growth in Christ? Just as
it is with recovering alcoholics, there are numerous societal pressures that will
entice a recovering sinner into returning to the pleasures of the lifestyle enjoyed
before the “treatment” was accepted. With the recovering sinner, it might be
something as simple and innocent as being accustomed to sleeping late every
Sunday morning. It is a fact however, that both the recovering alcoholic and the
recovering sinner need their support group to remain in the recovering process.
So whatever it is that keeps the recovering sinner from regularly assembling with
the saints, it is very likely to eventually cause the “treatment” to fail and recovery
to come to a halt.

There is at least one rather important way in which the analogy between the
recovering alcoholic and the recovering sinner differs greatly. That way would be
the manner in which society in general views the two recovery processes. For
example, if a person begins to attend AA meetings on a regular basis, there is often

page 2 page 3continued on page 3 continued on page 4


