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“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Knowledge of God and Jesus, Our Lord and Savior

Perhaps the greatest tragedy of our time in the United States is the lack of
knowledge about God and Christ. Many profess to be Christians yet know nothing
about what the Scriptures say concerning God and Christ. The end result of this
lack of knowledge is a country that finds comfort in claiming to be a Christian
nation but simultaneously embraces a belief that there are many paths to God
and all of them will lead to heaven. The very idea that there is any path to heaven
other than through Christ is an assault to God and an outright denial of the reason
for Christ’s death on the cross. The only way one could possibly claim to be a
Christian and at the same time believe that there are many paths to God can
only be attributed to a lack of knowledge concerning what the Bible has to say
about God and about Jesus, our Lord and Savior.
The book of II Peter is a great reminder of how important it is for us to understand
that the grace and peace we have in our salvation is only because of the knowledge
we have of God and Christ.

“Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God
and of Jesus our Lord. His divine power has given us everything we need
for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his
own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and
precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine
nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.”
(II Peter 1:2-4 #IV)

We live in an age when things move very rapidly. There is therefore, a tendency
for those of our time to learn something — and then quickly move on to something
new. Even the recognition of Christ as our Lord and Savior is often hastily
accepted and then just as quickly abandoned when information about some other
“spiritual” figure is brought to their attention. In a desire to be open minded and
accepting of rapidly changing information in all other areas of their lives, it is
not unusual for individuals to accept that Christ is their Savior but then soon after,
relegate Him to a place of equality with the newest and latest “spiritual figure”
that has come onto the scene. After accepting Christ as their Savior and perhaps
for the first time in their lives opening their mind to spiritual things — many
find it quite easy to use flawed logic rather than the Word of God and conclude
that Jesus Christ is not the only path to God. They determine that continuing to
believe that there is only one way to God is intolerant, politically incorrect, outdated
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Biblical accounts that clearly tell of God having dealt directly with some who
disobeyed Him by bringing destruction upon them.

“For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell,
putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment;” (II Peter 2:4) 

Reading the verses that follow the one listed above reminds us of numerous
times God dealt with the disobedient and ungodly. Satan has successfully used
the false teachers of today to redefine love into worldly terms — not Biblical
terms. The false idea being promoted today professes that a “loving” congregation
will allow many “truths” to exist and all are accepted so that love will abound
among its members — but love that is absent of the truth provided in Scripture
is not love at all. So knowledge of the Scriptures becomes the enemy because it
soon interferes with the distorted love expected in many churches. The Scriptures
can not be manipulated to conclude that Hell does not exist and at the same time
conclude that Heaven does exist. False statements such as these are often spoken
as absolute facts — yet are clearly opposite the facts of Scripture. Those who
proclaim such false statements can never of course, supply any basis for their
belief. Their only defense is to claim that they believe the Bible is nothing more
than a great religious book along with many other such books. When truth cannot
be denied, the only recourse is to deny the source of the truth.
So where does this leave us today? The reality is that because of the very nature
of God we are in the very same place as Christians before us.

“They will say, ‘Where is this “coming” he promised? Ever since our
fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.’
But they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens
existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water. By these
waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. By the
same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being
kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. But do not
forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand
years, and a thousand years are like a day.” (II Peter 3:4-8 #IV)

“[E]verything we need for life and godliness” is given “through our knowledge
of him.” There is no need to speculate or to wonder. If we trust and obey we
will discover that his Word is more than adequate.

“Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so
that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from
your secure position. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.”
(II Peter 3 17-18 #IV)

continued on page 2page 4

“Diligence” is a privately funded publication of:
Dennis and Sherri Owens — Cincinnati, Ohio

diligence@gorfsystems.com — http://diligence.gorfsystems.com



faith in order to prevent such blindness? Well, as we move on to chapter 2 of II Peter
we see the source that causes the departure from knowledge of God and Christ.

“But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will
be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive
heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them — bringing
swift destruction on themselves. Many will follow their shameful ways
and will bring the way of truth into disrepute.” ( II Peter 2:1-2 #IV)

As we wonder how a Bible believing “Christian” could possibly believe that
there are many paths to God — well — it becomes clear in these verses. False
teachers have made their mark. Individuals have believed their destructive heresies
and have chosen to follow their destructive ways. But what would motivate
these false teachers to declare such heresies? II Peter 2:3 gives us the answer.

“In their greed these teachers will exploit you with stories they have
made up. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and
their destruction has not been sleeping.” (#IV)

The motivation is obvious in our culture. Think about it. How many books will so
called “Christian” authors sell and how big an audience will television preachers
garner if they encourage their audiences to grow in knowledge of the truth — and —
the knowledge of that truth will reveal that there is only one way to God and all
of the other ways lead to Hell? That’s an “outdated” belief according to the “wisdom
of the wise” and “the world’s brilliant debaters.” It’s just not politically correct and
it won’t sell many books or get a big audience — but it is what the Bible says!

Many of those who believe there are numerous paths to God, also accept the
companion false teaching that denies the existence of Hell. According to a
Gallup study done in 2001, 71% of Americans believed in hell but a Pew
Research Center study done in 2008 revealed that number had dropped to 59 %
although 74% of those same respondents did believe in Heaven. Again, these statistics
reveal that the “wisdom of the world” is not based on knowledge of God or His
Word. The possibility that God’s love can include a place of eternal punishment
is viewed by many as “simply not loving” and therefore, can not possibly be
true. Phil Sanders, in his book Adrift writes:

“That we are to love everybody is certainly the teaching of the Scriptures,
but our responsibility to love others does not determine what the truth is.
Only God can determine what He desires, and He has told us what He wills
in His Word, the Bible. Our loving someone does not change what God has
spoken in His Word. Our loving someone does not excuse error or rebellion
toward God. Real love is bound to the truth. Real love does not leave
another person in error. Real love takes the time to show someone the
error of his ways so that he may leave the error before it is too late” [pg. 34]
(Gal. 6:1; II Tim. 2:24-26; James 5:19-20)

Large numbers of people choose to believe that a “loving God would not send
anyone to Hell.” They choose to believe such a false teaching in spite of numerous

and simply doesn’t “make sense.” How could there be just one way in view of all of
the religions practiced throughout the world? So they allow the flawed logic to
over rule God’s Word. The ease with which people accept such a Biblically incorrect
belief is disturbing but not surprising as we continue reading from II Peter.

“For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and
to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-
control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness,
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For if you possess
these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being
ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has
forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins.”(II Peter 1:5-9 #IV)

Those who fail to make every effort to continue growing in knowledge of God
and Christ become blind. They forget that it was Christ — and Him only — who
was able to cleanse them from their sins. Does this mean that those who profess
to be Christians but also accept that there are many paths to God are blind? If so,
how did they become blind? Was it by failing to make every effort to add to
their faith? Did they bask in their flawed logic of a worldly wisdom that is filled
with words like tolerance, and politically correct and “making sense” to
mankind rather than growing in knowledge of God and Jesus through the Word?

“...the Scriptures say, ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise  and discard
the intelligence of the intelligent.’ So where does this leave the philosophers,
the scholars, and the world’s brilliant debaters? God has made the wisdom
of this world look foolish. Since God in his wisdom saw to it that the
world would never know him through human wisdom, he has used our
foolish preaching to save those who believe.” (I Cor. 1:19-21 #LT)

As we return now to chapter 1 of II Peter, we read that the “foolish preaching”
of the apostles resulted from first hand knowledge — not from buying into
“cleverly invented stories.”

“We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses
of his majesty.” (II Peter 1:16 #IV)

This too, points out the tragedy of our time in the United States concerning lack
of knowledge of God and Christ. Many people — even some who profess to be
Christians, speak of the Scriptures as if they are mythical stories and fables —
not the Inspired Word of God. They readily admit that they believe stories like
Jonah and Noah are quite possibly nothing more than handed down fables that
should not be thought of as real events. So in view of the verse above, such a
belief clearly illustrates a complete lack of knowledge.

So what is at the core of becoming so blind that individuals forget that it is only the
blood of Jesus that can cleanse them from sin — that there are no other paths to God
except through Jesus Christ? What is it that causes individuals to fail to add to their
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