
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11

Volume 8 Issue 14August 15, 2009

To Tell The Truth

There was a quiz show that first aired on television in 1956 by the name of “To

Tell The Truth.” The show was quite popular and enjoyed success for over 10

years. It consisted of a panel of several celebrities and three contestants. Each of

the three contestants claimed to be the same person and the panelists had to

guess which of the three contestants was telling the truth. The phony claimants

could lie but the actual person had “To Tell The Truth” when questioned. At the

conclusion of the show, the host would say, “would the real ________ please

stand up.” The television audience of course enjoyed playing along with the

panelists trying to determine who was lying and who was telling the truth.

There’s a father spoken of in the Bible that we might say had a situation that was

somewhat similar to the task of those celebrity panelists on “To Tell The Truth.”

That father might have been able to say to his sons “will the son who really

loves me please stand up.”

This father spoken of in the Scriptures had two sons and he had the very same

request for both of them. One of the sons gave him a truthful answer — that the

father probably didn’t like very much — and the other son answered what his

father wanted to hear — but it was a lie.

“...There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said,

‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’ ‘I will not,’ he answered, but

later he changed his mind and went. Then the father went to the other

son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not

go. ‘Which of the two did what his father wanted?’ ‘The first,’ they

answered.....” (Matthew 21:28-31 NIV)

The first son, when asked by his father to do something for him — initially, flatly

refused. In view of that son’s response, why would we also quickly answer that the

first son was the one who did what his father wanted? Well, that’s easy, you say —

because he’s the one who eventually did go to work in the vineyard — just as his

father had asked him to do. We should notice from this story that these two sons

handled this situation very differently. The first son gave his father a truthful answer

— even though it was an answer that his father probably didn’t like very well. While

the second son gave him an answer that sounded great to the father — but was a lie.

“...[the devil] is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44 NASB)

“...[T]he cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually
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As Christians, it’s important to realize that disagreement and/or conflict does not

negate love. It is, in fact often a demonstration of love. We have written several

articles about the kind of love that Christians should have for others. It must be

a love that is most interested in the eternal well being of others — not a love

that turns us into hypocrites about the Truth of the Word so that we can get

along with everybody and no one will ever be upset with anything we say to

them. When souls are at risk, it is selfish of us to put our own comfort and self

protection ahead of the soul of another. We must never fail to remember that

everybody likes the false prophets because they always say whatever it is the

people want to hear. Christians who have God as their master will never cave in

to itching ears so that they can be thought of as considerate and loving and an

“all around generally nice guy” by those around them.

“Jesus answered, ‘My teaching is not my own. It comes from him who

sent me. If anyone chooses to do God’s will, he will find out whether my

teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own. He who

speaks on his own does so to gain honor for himself, but he who works

for the honor of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing

false about him.’” (John 7:16-18 NIV)

We of course are not saying that being perceived as an “all around generally nice

guy” is bad! We’re saying that it’s bad when that perception is because a Christian

has consistently failed to stand up for God’s Word when given the opportunity.

“Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without

holiness no one will see the Lord.” (Hebrews 12:14 NIV)

We must strive to be right with both men and with God. Pursue peace with all

men but maintain a proper relationship with God. Matthew Henry, in his

Commentary on this verse states:

“...Peace and holiness are connected together; there can be no true peace

without holiness. There may be prudence and discreet forbearance, and a

show of friendship and good-will to all; but this true Christian peaceableness

is never found separate from holiness. We must not, under pretense of

living peaceably with all men, leave the ways of holiness....”

“Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to

his neighbor, for we are all members of one body.” (Eph. 4:25 NIV)

Which son do we resemble? Are we the one who is honest with our answers

even though they may not be pleasing to itching ears? Or are we more often like

the second son and find it easier to lie and then do as we please rather than face

any conflict? Will the real Christian please stand up?
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avoid conflict — when we knew in fact that it was not even close to what we

believed the Bible taught? Or have we failed to disagree when we knew we

should have? If we have, could that be considered “hypocrisy?” If we look up

the word “hypocrisy” in the dictionary we find that part of the definition states

that it is the “pretense of having ... religious beliefs or principles that one does

not really possess.”

The prophet Ezekiel surely didn’t back off from an unpopular message in order

to get along and be well liked by the people. So he certainly wouldn’t have fit

the definition of a hypocrite. He told it like it was — but the people chose to listen

to the false prophets. Their message was much more pleasing to the ears. They

probably got along with everybody! People of today are no different.

“For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine.

Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great

number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They

will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.”

(II Timothy 4:3-4 NIV)

Telling the truth is no more popular today than it was in the time of Ezekiel.

The absolute truth is that the message of God runs counter to the world and it is

our decision which path we choose to follow. 

“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you

belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not

belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why

the world hates you. Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No servant is

greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you

also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. They will

treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the One

who sent me.” (John 15:18-21 NIV)

The direction of many churches today is to choose the path of least resistance

— the same path that the false prophets of Ezekiel’s time chose. That “least

resistance” path is far easier and leads many churches to have large numbers of

members. That’s because it’s the popular one — the one that does not run counter

to the world. Following that path makes it easy to “live at peace with everyone.”

That verse in Romans 12 however is prefaced with the words “if it is possible.”

Living at peace doesn’t include ignoring all of the other verses — verses about

how God detests lying — or verses about  — lying just to avoid conflict with

someone — like the second son did in the story with which we began this article.

The verse in Romans implies that it will not always be possible to “live at

peace with everyone” and still contend for the faith (Jude 1:3). Conflict goes

with the territory of being a Christian. Jesus told us it would.

“Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for that is how their

fathers treated the false prophets.” (Luke 6:26 NIV)

immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars —

their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur.....” (Rev. 21:8 NIV)

“The Lord detests lying lips,...” (Proverbs 12:22 NIV)

There is no shortage of verses in the Scriptures that condemn lying. Every

Christian is well aware that God detests lying. Don’t you suppose the second son

knew it was wrong to lie? So why would he do something like that?

We can only speculate about the answer to that question. Perhaps the second

son “loved” his father so much that he just didn’t want to “hurt his feelings” by

flagrantly refusing his request. Maybe he just thought it would be more considerate

of his father’s feelings and therefore more “loving” to agree to the request —

even though he had no intentions of actually doing it. But wait a minute you say

— he lied! Yes, he did. But he did it for a very kind and loving reason, didn’t

he?? His objective was to keep peace with his father.

“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.

(Romans 12:18 NIV)

That’s why he did it! He didn’t want to cause conflict between himself and his father.

He was doing the very best he could to live at peace with everyone — especially

his father. So the answer he gave was the most “loving” way to accomplish that

Biblical command. Right?? If you were the father, which answer would you have

wanted to hear? The harsh and unpleasant truth or the considerate and loving lie?

Are we as Christians ever guilty of handling situations in the same manner as

did that second son? The truthful answer given by the first son was in fact going

to be unpleasant, at best — and would quite possibly cause conflict between

the son and his father. Do Christians ever do that same thing? Have we ever

given an answer to someone that we knew wasn’t quite right but we gave it

nevertheless — because we thought it was the best thing to do in order to avoid

conflict with another Christian? After all, we were just trying to do our very best

to “live at peace with everyone.”

“Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying

to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a

servant of Christ.” (Galatians 1:10 NIV)

There are lots of ways to lie — and  — some of them are often “justified” — even

by Christians — as being the loving thing to do. Justification phrases like “there

was no point in causing conflict” or “I didn’t want him or her to think I was

being difficult” are common rationale used for lying! While those reasons may

be an interesting way to think of it — God says it’s a lie!

“The man who says, ‘I know him,’ but does not do what he commands is

a liar, and the truth is not in him.” (I John 2:4 NIV)

This verse would also include hypocrisy as a form of lying. Have any of us ever

agreed with someone about a principle or belief he or she professed — just to
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