
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Effortlessness

History abounds with examples of people failing to take responsibility for their

own well being. Unfortunately, this has not changed as time has gone forward.

There are still myriads of individuals who simply choose to rely on others to

take care of even their most basic needs. Many lack the desire or determination

to attempt in any way at all to improve the situation in which they find themselves.

This is also true of many who call themselves Christians. They have no desire

or determination to take responsibility for their own salvation. They simply

choose to rely on others for their Biblical knowledge and information. This apathy

and passivity toward God and His Word is a great tool for the Devil to use —

and he does! There is a very simple antidote that will preclude Satan from being

able to use it to his advantage. That antidote is of course action and purposefulness.

God is active and powerful. Mankind’s very introduction to God was the result

of the act of creation itself — the first action taken by God that is revealed to

man. So from the time of creation forward, we see that action was required for

results to happen. Yet in spite of the marvelous and spectacular actions that

began mankind’s time on this earth, many people still lack any desire to make

an effort to become familiar with their Creator. Willingly avoiding exposure to

knowledge about God and his plan for eternity in heaven, mankind continues

his rush toward embracing idolatry. Not graven images like Baal or Ashtaroth as

he did in the Old Testament, but those objects of worship that so easily attach to

ones mind when it is idle in regard to God and His Word.

Those of us who are older, often grimace when we observe young people being

robbed of numerous forms of learning experiences as their hands tightly grasp one

electronic gadget after another — intensely consuming their attention and emptying

their minds of anything that might cause them to grow in the knowledge of God

and Christ. Would that someone could design a tool as gripping as the Nintendo

DS or some other such gadget to instruct our children in the way of the Lord!

But harken!! All is not lost! In God’s infinite wisdom, children are born to parents.

And in a way that at times seems almost miraculous, God equips parents to

bring children of any generation up in the knowledge of God and His Son.

There is a catch however. Those parents must seek God’s guidance or they are

in as much trouble as the child would be — doing nothing more than clutching
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What will the reward be for doing the will of God? Will it be different than is

spoken of in Scripture, if so when did it change?

Reality supports the fact  that we are all here but for a short while. At the conclusion

of our time on earth, our bodies will return to dust and our souls to God. When

kept in context with a timeless God, perspective begins to emerge. We only

have a limited amount of time to do God’s work. Let us work while there is

time to work — not growing weary in the work of the Lord. God’s promised

reward is ours if we faint not. Let us encourage all of those with whom we have

opportunity, to take responsibility for their own salvation and thereby prevent

Satan from using their own apathy and passivity to his advantage.

It is so easy for us to unwittingly fall victim to the wiles of the Devil by thinking that

man’s need, intellect, attention span, desire to search, desire to know or his need for

a relationship with God is different now than it was in Elijah’s time or in the time

of the Apostles. Somehow, we convince ourselves (with Satan’s help) that the

environment in which we live is so different that we are excused from doing what

God tells us to do. It’s not and we’re not! Elijah thought he was the only one left

who was interested in serving God — everyone had turned to Baal. Elijah had

become so discouraged in his mission that he had decided to quit serving God. After

all, what good had it done before? He was the only one left — or so he thought!
11“The Lord said, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of

the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.’ Then a great and powerful

wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the Lord,

but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake,

but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a

fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle

whisper. 13When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and

went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. Then a voice said to him,

‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ 14He replied, ‘I have been very zealous

for the Lord God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant,

broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the

sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.’
15The Lord said to him, ‘Go back the way you came, and go to the

Desert of Damascus.... 18...I reserve seven thousand in Israel — all

whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and all whose mouths have

not kissed him.’” ( I Kings 19:11-15 & 18)

Elijah just thought he was alone. The Lord knew of 7000 more who were still

interested in serving the one true God. How many are there that we don’t know about

who are depending on us to provide the antidote for their apathy and passivity.
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the souls around us who are doomed for eternity, it is essential that we are willing

and able to be present and accounted for when a soul comes knocking.

“There he [Elijah] went into a cave and spent the night. And the word

of the Lord came to him: ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ He replied,

‘I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty. The Israelites

have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your

prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they

are trying to kill me too.’” (I Kings 19:9-10 NIV) 

It is far easier to be as Elijah and draw the conclusion that there are no souls

left who are willing to hear God’s word. But wait a minute, is it our call to

decide there are no more souls to be reached? Isn’t that God’s call to make? So

as we are given the time on this earth to do so, we must spread the Word —

even though we think no one wants to listen. We must let go of the frustration

that comes when our efforts to teach fail to reach the conclusion we anticipate,

and simply give God thanks for the opportunity to serve in his kingdom by

spreading His Word.

“Do you not say, ‘Four months more and then the harvest?’ I tell you,

open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. Even

now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for

eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. Thus

the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true.’” (John 4:35-37 NIV)

“So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God,

who makes things grow. The man who plants and the man who waters

have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor.

For we are God's fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.”

(I Cor. 3:7-9 NIV)

So with whom shall we share the Good News of salvation? Has the answer

changed from the time of the Apostles? If so what changed?

What shall we share with souls who are lost concerning the Good News? Has

that answer changed, if so when did it change?

What will be the response to our teaching and preaching? Have people changed

in the way they respond, if so when did they change?

What will be our reaction? What was the reaction of the early preachers and

teachers? Should our reaction be different, if so why?

What is the reward — or lack thereof — for yielding to the temptation to not

spread the Word? Is it different now than in the first century church?

How long must we continue faithfully spreading the Good News even though

we think there is no one who wants to hear? Is the time defined differently than

in the time of the Apostles? If so when did it change?

another electronic gadget. Parents, who themselves, willingly avoid serious and

consistent exposure to knowledge about God and His plan for eternity in heaven,

subtly train their children to embrace idolatry — not images like Baal and

Ashtaroth — but things of this world that will utterly consume their minds —

crowding out any willingness to take responsibility for their own salvation as

they themselves mature. Parents instill the same apathy and passivity toward

God and His Word into their children that they themselves demonstrate. Their

children’s lack of respect and desire to know about God is a natural extension of

the parents. This exercise in effortlessness is exacerbated when parents abdicate

parenting to people other than themselves. The myriad of excuses given by parents

for their unmitigated failure to raise their children in “the nurture and admonition

of the Lord” will not remove their God given responsibility to “train up a child

in the way he should go.” It cannot be said frequently enough or with too much

passion that we — especially parents — should, “study to shew thyself

approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,...” The call to

study, assemble, worship, teach, learn, evangelize, etc. are actions that will not be

forced on anyone— not even parents whose own as well as their children’s salvation

may very well depend on such an antidote to preclude Satan’s infringement.

As we watch the events of our time, multitudes of people willingly wait to be

told what to do and where to go without any evaluation whatsoever of the credentials

of the messengers or leaders whom they follow. In a short while, those objects

of their attention are found wanting, corrupt and weighed down with sin. Should

those who are following them be surprised? Absolutely not! They willingly

chose to follow a messengers or leader without making any effort to understand

the ideology of those they blindly chose to emulate. As soon as disappointment

is experienced with one, they inevitably look for another on which to place their

hope — while willingly ignoring the only hope worthy of their trust — knowledge

of and obedience to God’s Word. How sad! Not only will they repeatedly be

disappointed in this life, but tragically and forever be disappointed in eternity.

Those to whom we have been referring, fall into various categories. Some are

simply ignorant of God and His Word. Still others have heard His Word and did

not find it alluring enough, complex enough, exciting enough or interesting

enough — and so they continue to look for something more tantalizing. And

then there are some who continue to hear the Word but never come to an under-

standing that convicts them to make a commitment to Christ. Sound familiar?

This category probably includes the larger portion of those whom we speak.

Hearing is easy but committing is something else.

As things seem new to us, they are all old to a timeless God. Our challenge is to

remember that spreading the Word to a world that, from our perspective, seems

to be deaf, is possible only during the short time we have on this earth. That

command, then becomes the mission for another generation. So as we consider
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