
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11

Volume 8 Issue 19November 1, 2009

By Whose Definition?

There it was — once again! The fifth item in the long list of e-mails that morning.

The subject? Best Sellers in Christian Books. The sender? Amazon.com. A slide of

the mouse, and a quick double click revealed what was new in the Christian reading

realm — or maybe not. Here are 7 of the 12 books that appeared on the monitor.

The Evolution of God by Robert Wright

Our Lady of Guadalupe: Mother of the Civilization of Love by Carl Anderson

The Shack by William P. Young

Heaven by Randy Alcorn

The Hole in Our Gospel: What does God expect of Us? by Richard Stearns

Jesus, Interrupted: Revealing the Hidden Contradictions in the Bible (And Why 

We Don’t Know About Them) by Bart D. Ehrman

Your Life In Christ: Foundations of Catholic Morality by Michael Pennock

We feel fairly safe in assuming that those of you who are reading this article can

tell from the titles alone that most of those books would not qualify as Christian

books by the Biblical definition of “Christian.” (If you are interested in reading

our comments about The Shack in a previous issue of Diligence, please go to the

web site listed at the bottom of page 4 and see Volume 7, Issue 16, entitled

Christian — Whatever).

Taking a closer look at a couple of those “Christian” books however, might provide

a bit of insight as to the state of Christianity in today’s world. For instance, the

book — Heaven by Randy Alcorn sounds like it could be quite interesting —

and it is! Just one problem — Mr. Alcorn believes in the thousand year reign of

Christ on this earth. So the entire book is saturated with that belief. A belief that

is clearly not Scriptural (II Peter 3:10-12 as well as many others). The reader

who is knowledgeable in the Word of God, would readily distinguish the places

where Mr. Alcorn substantially drifts from Biblical concepts of Christianity. But

a reader who is relying on the book to give him or her a better understanding of

what heaven might be like — well — that could be a problem. The view could

be seriously distorted.

And then there’s Jesus, Interrupted: Revealing the Hidden Contradictions.... The

author of that book went from a conservative religious childhood to a mainstream

Denomination before he finally became an agnostic. The premise of the book

claims that the Bible is riddled with inconsistencies that “prove” it is an invention
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In the August 1st issue of Diligence we discussed the problem of Bible illiteracy.

In that issue, we made this statement.

“There are many in the Church today who — when faced with false religions

or false teachings just — “smile and accept them all so as not to be

questioned further.” Why would they do that? Because of Bible illiteracy.”

Those whom the Lord has added to the Church, must understand the Biblical

definition of a Christian. It is disappointing to think of the number of people who

have been saved according to the Biblical plan of salvation and yet readily accept

most — if not all — of those other methods we mentioned earlier in this article

as methods that cause others to feel secure in referring to themselves as “Christians.”

They aren’t Christians by God’s definition! God did not authorize the methods

they claim to have used to be saved. Anything other than being buried in the

watery grave of baptism for the remission of sins is a method created by man.

“6I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called

you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel —7which

is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into

confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8But even if we

or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we

preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! ...11I want you to know,

brothers, that the gospel I preached is not something that man made up.
12I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received

it by revelation from Jesus Christ. (Galatians 1:6-8 and 11-12 NIV)

In today’s culture it is very easy for those who are Christians according to the

Biblical definition, to be drawn away to a different gospel if they aren’t careful

to separate God’s Word from the world’s word. Since the world’s definition of a

Christian is far different from God’s definition, they should be cautious and

closely scrutinize the content of so called “Christian books” and “Christian

music” and “Christian websites.” Those things may or may not be “Christian”

by God’s definition and failure to examine them closely can easily over time,

cause a true Christian to be swayed into accepting false teachings. Christians

should also listen very closely to their friends who claim to be Christians —

and determine whose definition they are using to refer to themselves as such.

Then, if those friends are using any definition other than God’s, take the opportunity

to discuss Biblical Christianity with them.

And as for those who have been saved according to the Biblical plan of salvation

and even then accept all of those other methods as valid — well — they should

seriously assess whether or not they too, like the Galatians have already turned

“to a different gospel — which is really no gospel at all.” 
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This list of examples of how various individuals claim they were saved and as a

result, now describe themselves as Christians, could go on and on. But let us ask

those individuals we’ve referenced above a question or two about the “event”

that they believe resulted in their defining themselves as “Christians.”

First, to the individual who claims to have been saved by reciting the “sinners prayer”

— an appropriate response might be; “Really? I’ve never seen that in the Bible.

Would you be so kind as to show me where I might look in the Scriptures to find

that “prayer?” Since it is of course, not there — it must not be the way God tells us

to be saved. If it is the way God says to be saved, He surely would have mentioned

it in His Word — at least have made some reference to a “sinners prayer.” But

He didn’t. It’s just not there. From where would man get such an idea, then?

As for the one who was baptized as an infant and has been a “Christian” ever since

— again, could the individual show you where there was any infant baptized in

the Bible. There wasn’t. An infant would be baptized without belief, without

repentance, without confession and without immersion. So could the individual please

explain how the following verses could apply to being baptized as an infant —

“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;...” (Mark 16:16 KJV)

“Repent, and be baptized every one of you...” (Acts 2:38 KJV)

“36...and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be

baptized? 37And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou

mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son

of God....” (Acts 8:36-37 KJV - verse 37 is omitted in the NIV Bible)

“We were therefore buried with him through baptism...” (Rom. 6:4 NIV)

And now — for the one who “got saved” many years ago but “hasn’t been real

good about living a Christian life” — well — God demands faithfulness.

“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.”

(I Cor. 4:2 KJV)

Reasons for defining oneself as a Christian range everywhere from these we’ve

already mentioned to doing nothing more than belonging to the” right” denomination

or just being a “good” person and doing a lot of good deeds. The problem is

that the only way to be a Christian by God’s definition is to become a Christian

according to the Biblical definition. There is no other way except God’s way!

“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way

that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because

narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there

are few who find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14 NKJV)

We began this article discussing the variety of books that appeared under the heading

of Christian Best Sellers. We stated that looking at a few of those books might

provide a bit of insight as to the state of “Christianity” in today’s world. You

might be wondering then just how all of this connects together.

created by people who were trying to make sense of a disconnected collection of

texts. The author concludes therefore, that the Bible is from the mind of humans

rather than the Inspired Word of God Himself.

Since these books, as well as the other five, were included under the heading of

“Christian,” we can readily see that the definition of Christian has become very

broad in today’s culture. Unfortunately, many in the Church are also accepting

the broader definition. Using today’s standards, unless one is a professing atheist

— he or she is likely to be considered a Christian. More often than not, defining

someone as a “Christian” nowadays means nothing more than the individual

believes Jesus Christ is the Son of God — and that’s about it! Simply holding

that belief alone however, doesn’t qualify one to meet the Biblical definition of

a Christian.

The broader definition has become so widely accepted that making any statement

that attempts to narrow down the field often draws the question — “So you think

you’re the only one going to heaven?” The answer to that question is —

“Absolutely not! I believe everyone who follows the Biblical plan for salvation is

going to go to heaven!”

“If you love me, you will obey what I command” (John 14:15 NIV)

“... ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins....’” (Acts 2:38 NIV)

“21Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of

heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.
22Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your

name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’
23Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you

evildoers!’” (Matt. 7:21-23 NIV)

That prompts the second question — “So you think you’re the only one who

understands the way to be saved?” Again, the answer is — “Absolutely not! I believe

anyone who reads the Bible with a sincere desire to search for the truth can easily

understand how to be saved.”

Since this approach begins to erode the broad definition of a Christian, it is at

this point that the conversation often drifts from what the Bible has to say about

how to be saved to the personal experience of the one challenging the more narrow,

Biblical definition. Those personal experiences frequently include events such as

an encounter with a preacher who told the individual to recite the “sinner’s

prayer” — whom, after doing so, claims he was saved and has been a

“Christian” ever since. Or the individual may explain that he was baptized when

he was an infant and has been a “Christian all of his life.” Or the individual may

say that he “got saved” many years ago at a Gospel Meeting. He just “hasn’t

been real good about living a “Christian” life.”
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