
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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That’s Why It’s Called Faith

We are being bombarded today in religious circles with an attempt to tie physical

evidences to religion. Things like physics and other sciences are now being used

in an attempt to “explain” God and His workings with mankind. That entire

school of thought hinges on the fact that man can figure it all out — or that the

created can figure out the Creator.

“They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served

created things rather than the Creator...” (Romans 1:25 NIV)

This approach is man’s effort to understand everything in and of the universe —

including God Himself. The Scriptures proclaim that such an understanding is

not possible.

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my

ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so

are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

(Isaiah 55:8-9 KJV)

In contrast to this desire of man to understand things that the Scriptures claim

can not be understood are the Bible’s consistent references to men and women

“of faith.” Over and over again, we read of accomplishments being done “by

faith” — things that could have in no way been accomplished by any normal

physical means. There is story after story in the Bible of those who relied on

God to accomplish what seemingly could not be done. There simply was not a

physical explanation for having succeeded. It took faith on the part of those

individuals to even undertake what they were being instructed by God to do.

Perhaps one of the best examples of this would be the battle of Jericho.

“When the trumpets sounded, the people shouted, and at the sound of

the trumpet, when the people gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so

every man charged straight in, and they took the city. (Joshua 6:20 NIV)

Another time when God’s people were required to operate by faith was the

deliverance of Midian into the hands of Gideon.

“2...You have too many men for me to deliver Midian into their hands.

In order that Israel may not boast against me that her own strength has

saved her, 3announce now to the people, ‘Anyone who trembles with

fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.’  So twenty-two thousand
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Inspired Word of God and that God IS. When doubt is allowed to enter into

ones belief as to whether or not the Bible is Inspired, the door is swung wide

open to accept all beliefs as valid rather than believing the Bible is Absolute

Truth from God, Himself. The conclusion that results from such doubt is that

God doesn’t care which religion we belong to, as long as we are sincere in that

belief. When one no longer accepts by faith that the Bible is God’s own Words,

one religion is as good as another. Individuals are then free to accept — by

physical evidence — the belief that as long as one is a “good person” God is

pleased. This is of course, a type of faith — but it is a distorted faith. So when

individuals refuse to accept by faith that the Bible is Inspired — stories like the

battle of Jericho, Jonah in the whale’s belly, and even the story of Noah and the

ark become fables that are told only for the amusement of mankind. Once the Bible

has been discarded as partial truth or no truth at all, faith is no longer “being

certain of things we do not see.” Religion becomes a matter of saying “this is

my belief based on physical evidence rather than by faith. I believe this or that

only because I can prove what I believe.” It is then that the distorted faith becomes

an obstinate refusal of faith “and without faith it is impossible to please Him.”

As humans we exercise a type of faith numerous times throughout every day. For

example — we readily sit down in a chair, having faith that it will hold us —

because we’ve done it many times before — and it worked. Or we get on a airplane

trusting that it will fly even though we may not understand all of the aerodynamics

that cause it to do so. That’s a kind of “human faith.” But let’s look at it in a bit of a

different way now. What if we were asked to sit in a chair that had only three of its

four legs on it? Would we have faith to do that? Probably not. We’d be pretty certain

that it wouldn’t support us. Better yet — what if we were asked to sit in a chair that

we couldn’t even see? Would we do that? For sure, we wouldn’t. That’s where faith

in God differs from the faith we use every day. Remember, that Hebrews 11:1 states

that “faith is being....certain of what we do not see. That’s how “the men of old

gained approval.” So faith in God means that we would have no doubt that the

chair we couldn’t even see would support us if God told us to sit on it. That’s the

kind of faith God wants us to have in Him. That’s the kind of faith required for

salvation. We have to believe that God is — even though we can’t see Him and

we have to believe that our sins are forgiven when we are immersed in the

watery grave of baptism — even though we can not prove it by any physical

means. So how do we get that kind of faith?

“...faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

So if faith is accessed through the Word of God and we have to have faith to accept

that it is indeed Inspired by God Himself — well — that IS why it’s called faith.
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Then — even after this long list — the writer of Hebrews goes on to state — 
32 ....time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David

and Samuel and the prophets, 33who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed

acts of righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions,
34quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness

were made strong, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.
35Women received back their dead by resurrection; and others were tortured,

not accepting their release,...36 and others experienced mockings and

scourgings ,... chains and imprisonment. 37They were stoned, they were

sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with the sword; they

went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated
38...wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground.
39 And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive

what was promised, 40 because God had provided something better for us....

What a powerful list of people who understood that faith in God was necessary for

obedience to Him! Reading down this list should make it evident that faith is an

essential part of God’s dealing with His people.

“And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God

must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”

(Hebrews 11:6 NASB)

The people included in this list didn’t wait for some physical proof that they could

accomplish or carry out whatever God told them to do — they simply had faith.

The bombardment in today’s religious circles to attempt to tie physical evidences

to things we should accept by faith is changing the whole view of Christianity.

Seeking a physical proof for everything before accepting it, violates God’s

Word. Faith is “being ... certain of what we do not see.” (Heb. 11:1 NIV). Those

in that long list above had no idea what would be the outcome of their carrying

out God’s instructions. They could not see what was going to be the result of

their actions. They had to accept that whatever God was telling them was right.

That’s why it’s called faith!! Faith is indeed acting and doing and believing in

and on something that can not be proven by any physical processes or means.

This current effort afoot to claim that if it can’t be proven by physical means, it is

probably not true, ultimately leads to false teaching about many Biblical truths —

including salvation itself. The question becomes a matter of what can one possibly

do to earn salvation in a physical way — it must be a physical action that can be

physically explained or it just isn’t valid. While being baptized is indeed a physical

action, one can not prove physically why it saves us. That truth must be accepted

by faith. Physical evidence instead of faith is not endorsed by God.

The line of thinking that everything must be able to be explained in terms we

humans can fully understand is also the reasoning behind challenges to the

validity of the Bible. Ultimately, one must accept by faith that the Bible is the

men left, while ten thousand remained. 4But the Lord said to Gideon,

‘There are still too many men. Take them down to the water, and I will

sift them for you there....’ 5So Gideon took the men down to the water.

There the Lord told him, ‘Separate those who lap the water with their

tongues like a dog from those who kneel down to drink.’ 6Three hundred

men lapped with their hands to their mouths. All the rest got down on

their knees to drink. 7The Lord said to Gideon, ‘With the three hundred

men that lapped I will save you and give the Midianites into your hands.

Let all the other men go, each to his own place.’ 9 During that night the

Lord said to Gideon, ‘Get up, go down against the camp, because I am

going to give it into your hands.’” (Judges 7:2-7 and 9 NIV)

We could list many more stories from the Scriptures that took great faith on the

part of various individuals. If each of those individuals had demanded a rational

and physical proof from God that whatever He was telling them to do would

indeed succeed, they would never have achieved the task assigned to them.

Hebrews 11:1 states that —

“...faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not

seen. For by it the men of old gained approval.” (Hebrews 11:1-2 NASB)

That chapter goes on to list those “men of old” who “gained approval” because of

their great faith. Here’s an abbreviated list from that chapter starting with verse 4.

4 By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain....

5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would not see death;...

7 By faith Noah, ...prepared an ark for the salvation of his household,...

8 By faith Abraham,obeyed by going out to a place ... not knowing where he

was going....

11 By faith ...Sarah ... received ability to conceive, ...beyond the proper time of life...

17 By faith Abraham,... offered up Isaac...,

20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau,...

21 By faith Jacob, as he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph,...

22 By faith Joseph, ... made mention of the exodus of the sons of Israel, and 

gave orders concerning his bones.

23 By faith Moses,...was hidden for three months by his parents,...

24 By faith Moses,...refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter,

27 By faith he [Moses] left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king....

28 By faith he [Moses] kept the Passover and the sprinkling of the blood,

29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea

30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down

31 By faith Rahab ....did not perish along with those who were disobedient,
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