
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Shrewd means to be practical and to be given to an artful way of dealing with

situations and people — to use prudence in detecting and escaping danger. So we

are to be as shrewd as that crafty serpent but also as innocent and harmless as

doves. To be harmless is to lack the capacity to injure or inflict physical or mental

damage. Innocent means to be harmless in effect and intention. Doves aren’t

referred to as the birds of peace for nothing. They do not bite. At the most they

might slap you with a wing if they are guarding the nest or do not want to be

picked up. Doves are completely harmless to man, but their docile, unoffensive

nature can easily lead to their death. That’s why Matthew includes the nature of

the serpent and the nature of the dove in the same breath.

It’s important to remember that every human being we meet, will spend eternity

somewhere. In the forward for C.S. Lewis’ book Mere Christianity, Kathleen Norris

states that “the great religious struggle is not fought on a spectacular battleground.”

It is instead fought “within the ordinary human heart.” Every morning when we

awake, there’s no assurance as to whether those we meet will be aiming to eat

us alive because they see us as easy victims or whether they are sent to us with

an open heart for receiving the Gospel. We don’t have an answer as to how we

can always tell the difference but — one thing is for sure — we will decide —

that day — what sort of people we will be — victims or teachers.

“Therefore the Lord has recompensed me according to my righteousness,

According to the cleanness of my hands in His sight. With the merciful

You will show Yourself merciful;With a blameless man You will show

Yourself blameless; With the pure You will show Yourself pure; And with

the devious You will show Yourself shrewd. For You will save the humble

people, But will bring down haughty looks.” (Psalm 18:24-27 NKJV)

Addendum — Since Diligence is written many weeks before the mailing date,

there’s an update on the young lady who interrupted the Wednesday Class. Just a

short time after that first encounter, she came again during Sunday morning worship

with a very similar story asking for money and claiming she had “never been here”

before. When her story was challenged and her request denied, she left immediately.
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Please note — there will not be a

December 15th or January 1st issue of Diligence.

We will resume publication on January 15th, 2010.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

‘Tis The Season For Giving

WARNING: Some of you will likely find the song lyrics included in

this issue to be offensive. Please accept our apology if that is the case

— or — quit reading now. The lyrics do depict real life for many people.

As Christians, too many of us allow ourselves to live in a bubble — protected

from unpleasant scenes of worlds far different from our own. We spend most of

our time with other Christians who for the most part, think as we think, do as

we do and speak as we speak. Our ears and eyes are offended and shocked when

we hear or see things that we normally don’t allow inside our bubble. On those

occasions when we are exposed to the discomforts of those who do not subscribe

to the conduct we deem “acceptable” as Christians, we find our solace by rushing

back to more comfortable surroundings where neither our eyes nor our ears

have to “endure” such offensive speech or behavior.

“‘Are they ashamed of their loathsome conduct? No, they have no shame at

all; they do not even know how to blush. So they will fall among the fallen;

they will be brought down when I punish them,’  says the Lord.” (Jer. 6:15 NIV)

While it is clear that we should never loose our sensitivity to things that are not

acceptable to God — it is also clear that our bubble is far different from the

world in which many souls live — souls who desperately need Christ.

*NOTE: — The recording we have of Midnight Choir is before a

live audience and at the end of the chorus, Larry Gatlin shouts “We

do — and we hope to see all of you there too.”

The doors to the mission open at seven

And the soup will be ready ‘bout nine

Right now it’s six-thirty, and they’re ragged and dirty

But they’re standin’ and sittin’, and layin’ in line

First they’ll do a little singin’, then hear a little preachin’

Then get saved for the third time this week

A bowl of soup later and a pat on the shoulder

And by midnight, they’re back on the street.

They walk to the corner of Fourth Street and Broadway

Then take the first alley on the right

One of them asks a stranger, “how ‘bout a hand?”

But he just gives ‘im one finger at a time

Then they spot an old buddy, with a bottle of heaven

And then pass around what means ev’ry thing

One bottle for four, thank God, someone scored

And now the Midnight Choir starts to sing.
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Associate Minister said he was quite certain she had received help before using

the same story because he remembered the tattoos she had on her arm. Class

then resumed from the point where it had been interrupted by the young lady.

So — what would you have done? There was no time to verify the “story.” The

individual who first gave her money asked for her name and address for the

purpose of contacting whomever is at that address — assuming it is real. But

— since the Associate Minister was pretty certain she had been there before

with the same hard luck story, we now have no reason to believe there is a

deceased brother — or — a seriously ill mother — or — a Greyhound Bus

leaving for Cocoa Beach on a Wednesday night around 9:00 p.m.

“Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd

as serpents and innocent as doves” (Matthew 10:16 NASB).

Sheep — defenseless, unguarded, helpless! Wolves — ready to make prey of the

sheep and devour the defenseless victims! Serpents — pros at escaping —  their

most common form of self-protection is avoidance. Doves — often referred to

as birds of peace — their temperament is calm and their disposition is sweet.

Quite an assortment of similes used in that verse! What shepherd would send

his sheep into a pack of wolves? Yet, the verse says “I send you out...in the

midst of wolves.” A bit frightening when you think of it, isn’t it? So the writer

adds an admonition concerning what the sheep can do to keep from being eaten

alive by wolves whose nature it is to devour and destroy weaker victims.

Genesis 3:1 states — 

“Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the

Lord God had made....” (NIV)

Crafty? — the serpent is the most crafty animal God made? Crafty means skillful

in underhanded or evil scheming; cunning; deceitful. And Matthew says that

WE? — Christians? — should be as shrewd as this crafty creature? Well, how

do we do that? How can we be as shrewd as a serpent? That just doesn’t seem

to go along with the other things we are told in the Bible. But wait a minute.

Remember that we said snakes are pros at escaping. Their most common form

of self-protection is avoidance. They are alert to danger because their first line

of defense is to escape to safety among rocks or vegetation. Most snakes are not

aggressive and don’t want to attack humans and will bite humans only in self-

defense. Simply stated, they would rather not confront humans.

God may send people to us who are open to hearing the Gospel, but there will also

be those who are not. Some will be wolves who come into our midst solely for the

purpose of eating us alive. They might even be hostile to the Good News and see

Christians as defenseless, unguarded, helpless sheep who are easy “targets” for

their evil and devious ways. Simply stated, Christians would rather not confront

those wolves. But when we find ourselves in the presence of a hungry wolf —

well — self defense may have to kick in and we might have to react in a way that

is as shrewd as the crafty serpent.

So — this is the season when most everybody “ups their giving quotient” — isn’t it?

You know — spend a day serving at the soup kitchen — or — buy some new toys

for the needy child listed on the Christmas tree at the Mall — or — take a plate of

home made cookies to a lonely shut-in — or — collect money for the family down

the street from the church. You know — ‘tis the season when hearts are more gener-

ous than — well — more generous than they might be at other times of the year.

But wait a minute, shouldn’t Christians always have generous hearts — not just

“up the quotient” because it’s some special Holiday set aside on a secular calendar?

Sure they should! But — about this “generous heart” thing — well — can we talk?

A couple of months ago we had an interesting encounter at our congregation that

might give us pause as to when we do — and when we do not — exercise that

“generous heart” thing. Our congregation is located within walking distance of a

“homeless camp” on the Ohio River bank. So we’re used to transients dropping in

at various times and asking for food, money, etc. We are also located in a mixed

neighborhood that includes those who have very little as well as those who are

fairly well off. So our Minister and Associate Minister must be very astute in

determining who really needs the benefit of a generous heart and who simply

wants to “score” then “pass around ... one bottle for four.”

Back to our encounter now — about half way through our Wednesday night class, a

young lady walked in asking for a “handout.” She was told she was welcome to join

us for class and we would address her request after class. She took a seat for about

10 minutes and then interrupted the study claiming she needed to catch a Greyhound

bus to Cocoa Beach, Florida in an hour and 15 minutes and needed money to buy

her ticket. She had some of the money she needed but not enough to purchase the

ticket. She claimed her mother was ill and that her brother had just passed away

and she was trying to get to Florida to help her father put her seriously ill mother

into a nursing home. Could we possibly help her with the rest of the bus fare?

The Associate Minister asked her if she wasn’t the same person whom he had

helped about a year ago? Her response was “no, I’ve never been here before.” He

didn’t challenge her there in the public setting and so she went on with her desperate

appeal for help. After several awkward pauses, one individual in the class opened

his wallet and handed some money to her. Then another class member took out

some money and gave it to the young lady. She thanked the class profusely and

headed out the door to catch the Greyhound Bus to Cocoa Beach with enough

money for the rest of the bus fare plus $15. to spare. After she had left, the
page 2 page 3continued on page 3 continued on page 4

CHORUS:

Will they have Mogen David in heaven?

Dear Lord, we’d all like to know

Will they have Mogen David in heaven, sweet Jesus?

If they don’t, who the hell wants to go?
If they don’t, who the hell wants to go?

— Midnight Choir by Larry Gatlin*


