
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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The Added

“…And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved..”

(Acts 2:47 NIV)

Acts chapter 2 gives an account of the beginning of the Lord’s Church. After

Peter’s sermon, the people asked what they should do to be saved. Peter’s

answer to them is recorded for us in Acts 2:38 — 

“Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name

of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the

gift of the Holy Spirit.’”

Verse 41 of that chapter then tells us about how many people accepted Peter’s

answer to their question.

“Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand

were added to their number that day.”

It was that very day that mankind was given the first opportunity to became a

part of the Body of Christ on earth and as a result, be saved from eternal damnation.

It was after this simple beginning of the New Testament Church, that we read

the verse quoted at the top of this article —

“...And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.”

So Christ’s Church began with God Almighty adding those who were saved to it.

Those people acted on the faith they placed in the message that had been presented

to them about Jesus Christ. This same event continues to happen today and will

do so as long as mankind comes to the knowledge that Jesus Christ is his Savior

and then accepts that message on the same terms that Peter explained to the

people who had asked him what they should do.

This would be an extremely comforting event for all of mankind if it were not

for an unfortunate reality. During the beginning of the Church — and also continuing

to this day — there were then and there are now — some who reject the answer

given by Peter that day. We can glean such a conclusion from verse 41 when it

states — “... they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day

there were added unto them about three thousand souls.” This would have to

imply that there were some who did not gladly receive his word and were not

baptized and were therefore not “added unto them” “the same day.”
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“… continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and

in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” (Acts 2:42 KJV)

The New International Version says “They devoted themselves to the apostles’

teaching....” So we see that those who had been added “continued steadfastly...”

— or — they “devoted themselves....” To what did they devote themselves and

in what did they continue steadfastly? — The apostles’ doctrine, fellowship,

breaking bread and prayer. We can conclude from Scripture that the apostles

had received this doctrine from Jesus Christ through the inspiration of the Holy

Spirit. In addition to fellowship, prayer and partaking of the Lord’s Supper, the

“added” devoted themselves to sound doctrine. It’s evident that doctrine was

important in the infancy of the Church. Is it important today?

“He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught,

so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who

oppose it.” (Titus 1:9 NIV)

“You must teach what is in accord with sound doctrine.” (Titus 2:1 NIV)

“Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you

do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.” (1 Timothy 4:16 NIV)

“For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine.

Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great num-

ber of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.” (II Tim. 4:3 NIV)

If doctrine was taught to establish the Church in its infancy, is there a reason to

avoid teaching doctrine today? Perhaps teaching doctrine offends too many

people — could that be another one of those things with the stamp of the Devil on it?

Those who had been added to the early Church recognized their separation from

God due to sin and chose to turn to a new way of life. They were carnal people

just as people are carnal today — even more so in some cases. So they had to

learn a new way of life. Thus — the apostles’ teaching. They continued steadfastly

in that process of learning how to watch their life and their doctrine closely as

they assembled together. Their change in direction was supported by their ability to

learn a new way of life. Learning a new way of life was supported by the teaching

of sound doctrine by the apostles. Their new Christian lifestyle then made it possible

to not only save themselves but also those who would listen to them.

Peter’s answer to “what shall we do?” was a simple one and it hasn’t changed. Neither

has the apostles’ doctrine. But we can not underestimate the power given to

Satan when dependency on the Scriptures is avoided. The Inspired Word reveals

exactly how souls are added to the Lord’s Church and it also teaches those souls

how to continue steadfastly in sound doctrine. All we have to do is use it.
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questions about everything — everything in the Bible including who should be

added to the Lord’s Church even though it isn’t man’s place to make such a

decision. Satan however, authenticates such doubts by planting thoughts like — 

• So how is it possible with so much misinformation to really know with

certainty the design God set forth?

• Can anyone really be sure what the Bible says is true?

• Hasn’t a lot of the meaning of Scripture been changed through the years of

revisions so that it now  includes prejudices of man?

• Would a loving God really send people to a burning Hell for eternity just

because they ignored Peter’s answer to the question “what shall we do?”

• Doesn’t reason tell you that there must be many paths to Heaven —  if in fact

heaven exists at all?

All of these questions can be answered — thereby erasing the doubts Satan is

instilling in the hearts and minds of mankind. A good place to start doing that would

be to go to the Bible as the sole resource of information and study it. There are many

things today that seriously contribute to mankind’s confusion not only about the

Church but numerous other doubts prevalent today. Getting back to studying only

the Word of God would probably lead us to concede several things. Things like —

1) Post modernism must be rejected outright

2) Doubts about God’s ability to preserve His Word must be rejected.

3) Established religious organizations that do not align with Scripture must

be seen as “of man” and not “of God.”

4) Belief that the Bible can be understood by common man must be accepted.

5) We must reject the tendency to place the Scripturally unverified words of

any person over the Word of God.

6) We must resist the temptation to pattern our belief after our ancestry if

that belief does not align with Scripture. Many individuals never accept

Christ because they simply accept the religion of their parents.

7) We must know and accept that it is true that His ways are higher than our

ways and His thoughts higher than ours. (Isaiah 55:9) Therefore, we may

not always understand the why of every instruction given to us by God. It

is simply our obligation to accept and believe it — because it is from God.

Placing the Bible — and only the Bible — at the core of understanding while

sincerely committing to adhere to its teachings — will assure that those who are

sincerely seeking salvation will find it! The lost will abandon the watered down

religions that are fraught with disappointments as well as disagreement with

God’s Word and take the steps necessary to be added to His Church. 

At this point, doubters might fairly ask — “Are you so naïve as to believe that Bible

study will lead people back to what God intends for his Church?” The answer?

— “Is there any other source that is all inclusive, available and absolutely true?” 

So what happened after God added individuals to the Body of Christ? The

Scriptures tell us that the added — 

The reasons for rejection of the Gospel no doubt vary but the fact that many will

do so is a sobering thought as well as an unfortunate reality. The very choice of

where we will spend eternity is in the balance of that decision — yet many take

it very casually. The answer to the question “what shall we do?” given to those

people by Peter on that first day of the Church’s existence was certainly not

complicated — it was very straightforward and clear. So what could possibly be

the reason so many people reject such a simple way for salvation? While it’s

obvious that each individual makes his or her own choice, perhaps we should

consider the role the “church” or “churches” of today might play in the process?

Consider the multiple ways in which mankind has created his own way for

everything — everything from how one might become a Christian to demanding

that any and every lifestyle (even those condemned by God in His Word) must

be included as a part of the church body. The fatal flaw is man’s conclusion that

he has the power to add individuals to the Body of Christ.

We clearly saw early in this article that it is God who adds to the Body — not

man. Peter gave an extremely clear answer as to exactly what one must do if he

or she expects to be added — by God — to the Body. When man assumes he

has the power or the right to not only ignore the answer given by Peter or to

deviate in any way at all from the pattern of all of the conversions mentioned in

Acts, it is a dangerous assumption. Departing from the very way we are to enter

the Kingdom begins an endless string of ways man creates and develops “his

church.” God established His Church in a simple straight forward way. Peter

explained it in one sentence in Acts 2:38. Man has taken it upon himself to re-

create a church that in many cases, makes the original Church started on

Pentecost, barely recognizable.

Man’s way is to build elaborate, complicated, convoluted, inclusive, massive and

controlling organizations. When man assumes he can take on the role of the “adder”

he becomes cautious to not exclude anyone who wants to be added — even

though the individual is not willing to follow the straightforward answer given

by Peter — or — is not willing to follow the examples of conversions listed in

the book of Acts. The conditions therefore for inclusion become more and more

broad — by necessity. After all, isn’t the common argument offered for allowing

an all inclusive Body, the argument that says all of mankind sins anyway, so

how could anyone exclude anyone else without being hypocritical? Therefore

— the conclusion of the argument is that man simply can not exclude anyone.

God has clearly given mankind the pattern that He expects to be followed in

order to be added to — as well as remain a part of — His Church. Peter was the

first one to proclaim that pattern and when that pattern is followed, it is God

who does the “adding” — not mankind. When mankind appoints himself to be

the “adder,” the process has the stamp of the Devil all over it. Satan is just as real

as Scripture depicts. His method of operation is to create endless doubt and raise
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