
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11

Volume 9 Issue 10June 15, 2010

A Famine

“‘The days are coming,’  declares the Sovereign Lord, ‘when I will send a

famine through the land — not a famine of food or a thirst for water, but a

famine of hearing the words of the Lord.  Men will stagger from sea to sea

and wander from north to east, searching for the word of the Lord, but they

will not find it.’” (Amos 8:11-12 NIV)

Amos — by his own admission was neither a prophet nor the son of a prophet.

He was instead a herdsman as well as a grower and picker of figs (Amos 7:14).

But, the Lord had other plans for him.

“And the Lord took me as I followed the flock, and the Lord said unto me, Go,

prophesy unto my people Israel.” (Amos 7:15 KJV)

Israel had become corrupt and God was sending Amos to tell them He was

through with them. The King however had no desire to hear Amos’ message.

“...Amaziah said unto Amos, O thou seer, go, flee thee away into the land of Judah,

and there eat bread, and prophesy there: But prophesy not again any more at

Bethel: for it is the king’s chapel, and it is the king’s court” (Amos 7:12-13 KJV)

“This is an important place, Amos. Get out of here” — said the King. But the

Lord said —

“The end has come for My people Israel I will spare them no longer.” (Amos 8:2)

The people of Israel had become consumed with greed, luxurious living and idol

worship. They had become so focused on making their next dollar that they didn’t

even want to take time out for the Sabbath. They could hardly wait for it to be over

so they could get back to their “crooked” ways of doing business. They were saying,

“When will the New Moon be over that we may sell grain, and the Sabbath be

ended  that we may market wheat? — skimping the measure, boosting the price

and cheating with dishonest scales, buying the poor with silver  and the needy for

a pair of sandals, selling even the sweepings with the wheat.” (Amos 8:5-6 NIV)

They had become so materialistic that they had no time to think of God or to

worship Him. They did nothing more than “go through the motions” of worship

— their bodies went to the temple regularly but their minds were on getting

back to more important things — things like cheating with dishonest scales and

overcharging for undersized measures of wheat that included the “sweepings”

from the floor. They just wanted to get back to “ripping off” the people and taking

advantage of the poor. But the Lord had ran out of patience for their lifestyle.
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based programs that are gaining huge followings even among “christians.” Previously

somewhat “innocent” sit-coms of yester-years have been replaced by sit-coms with

outright crude story lines that promote sin and sinful lifestyles — and “christians”

think they’re funny — and watch them!! Then those same people wonder why they

have trouble understanding the Bible! Why should they be surprised that they

have no ability to “hear” the Word. Could it be because they are feasting on

idols and junk food to the point that they no longer have an appetite for a “good

meal”? Are they experiencing their own famine of hearing the words of the Lord?

“9And he said to me, ‘Go in and see the wicked and detestable things they

are doing here.’ 10So I went in and looked, and I saw portrayed all over the

walls all kinds of crawling things and detestable animals and all the idols of the

house of Israel.... 12He said to me, ‘Son of man, have you seen what the elders

of the house of Israel are doing in the darkness, each at the shrine of his own

idol? They say, “The Lord does not see us; the Lord has forsaken the land.’”....
16He then brought me into the inner court of the house of the Lord, and there at

the entrance to the temple, between the portico and the altar, were about twen-

ty-five men. With their backs toward the temple of the Lord and their faces

toward the east, they were bowing down to the sun in the east. 17He said to me,

‘Have you seen this, son of man? Is it a trivial matter for the house of Judah to

do the detestable things they are doing here? Must they also fill the land with

violence and continually provoke me to anger? Look at them putting the

branch to their nose! 18Therefore I will deal with them in anger; I will not

look on them with pity or spare them. Although they shout in my ears, I will

not listen to them.’” (Ezekiel 8:9-10; 12; 16-18 NIV)

Do you know someone who has no appetite for hearing the Word? Ask them if

they’re eating in places where they shouldn’t be eating — if they’re stuffing them-

selves with junk food. Plead with them to seek the Lord while He is still stretching

out His hand to them. Beg them to turn to Christ. Moms and Dads, preachers and

friends weep over them and try to persuade them because they know the terror

of the Lord and the wrath that is to come.

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may

receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether

good or bad. Knowing, therefore, the terror of  the Lord, we persuade men;....”

(II Cor. 5:10-11 NKJV)

“...Today, if you hear his voice,  do not harden your hearts... “ (Psalm 95:7-8 NIV)

“... if anyone is  in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed

away; behold, all things have become new.” (II Cor. 5:17 NKJV)
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with you to be saved? But you had no interest in Me. Now that you have decided

to call on Me — I will not answer — you will not find Me.”

“Because they hated knowledge And did not choose the fear of the Lord.

They would not accept my counsel, They spurned all my reproof. So they

shall eat of the fruit of their own way And be satiated with their own devices.

For the waywardness of the naive will kill them, And the complacency of

fools will destroy them” (Proverbs 1:29-32 NASB)

Complacency will destroy them! Complacency means — it really doesn’t matter.

It’s an attitude of — I’m cool with that — maybe I’ll get serious about God

someday — but not today — not yet.

So what will be the eventual reaction to a famine of hearing the Word? Back to

verses 12 and 13 of Amos chapter 8.

“People will stagger from sea to sea And from the north even to the east;

They will go to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, But they will not find it.

In that day the beautiful virgins and the young men will faint from thirst.” 

Restlessness!! They will go to and fro trying to find “the meaning of life” —

trying to find fulfillment — trying to find happiness. Running from one false

religion to another — from one guru to another — anything or anyone who

offers them peace and rest. Searching for what they will not find — constant

searching — until they are so weary — even the young and strong will faint.

Access to the Word of God is a blessing. The Scriptures tell us that God withheld

rain from His people when they turned away from Him (Jer. 3:3 and I Kings 17).

So He certainly has the right to withhold His Word if He chooses to do so. A

famine of hearing His Word might at first be somewhat obscure but as time

passes the effect becomes more noticeable. At first, it may appear that order in

society seems to be breaking down — things just aren’t as they used to be.

There is more violence, more flagrant display of sin and sinful behavior. Yet

most people would not be aware that much of that is being caused by a famine

of hearing God’s Word. Nevertheless, spiritual deafness begins to take its toll.

God sent Amos to the people of Israel to warn them that He was no longer going

to tolerate their way of life. But the people of Israel could no longer hear what God

had to say because they were too busy “stuffing” their ears and minds with idol

worship, greed and other sinful desires and lifestyles. They were stuffing themselves

with so much “junk food” that they had no appetite for a “good meal” of God’s Word.

Question — are we, in this Nation today, experiencing a famine of hearing God’s

Word? It would seem that this chapter of Amos very closely parallels the culture of

our time. Society in general subscribes to the belief that the end justifies the means

— i.e. lying, cheating, etc. are acceptable if it helps to reach the goal. Sin is no

longer sin but “good business sense.” Television channels as well as the movie theaters

are producing more and more “junk food” on which even those who call themselves

“Christians” regularly stuff themselves. There are more and more mystic and occult

“...I will never forget anything they have done.”

“...the songs in the temple will turn to wailing. Many, many bodies — flung

everywhere! Silence!”

“Will not the land tremble for this, and all who live in it mourn?”

“I will turn your religious feasts into mourning and all your singing into weeping.

I will make all of you wear sackcloth and shave your heads. I will make that

time like mourning for an only son and the end of it like a bitter day.”

(Amos 8:7, 3, 8, 10 NIV)

Life had been so good for those people but it was going to come to an end — a

very difficult end — a very bitter end. Trouble was coming. Life as they knew it

was going to collapse. Their whole society was going to suffer.

And then the Lord spoke those words that you read at the very beginning of this

article from Amos 8, verses 11 and 12. Turn back to the front page and read

those two verses again before going on.

Notice that the famine is not a famine of hunger for bread or thirst for water. It is a

famine of hearing the Word of the Lord. There would be no desire to listen to the

Word — much less a desire to understand it. There would be total spiritual deafness

which in turn, would lead to disobedience. A famine of hearing the Word of God

would mean a complete lack of Divine instruction, which can only lead to eventual

destruction. Without any Divine guidance, there is no reason to account for sin —

sin would be allowed to flourish — unchecked by any restrictions at all.

There are those in our Nation today who would respond to that by saying “great —

no more “Bible thumpers” telling me I’m going to go to hell. No more preachers

pleading with me to be saved. I don’t have to hear about my sins anymore!! Nobody

is going to tell me I should go to church anymore! This is going to be great!

God is going to leave me alone! Sounds good to me!!”

You want God to leave you alone? FINE!! He says He will!

“How long, O naive ones, will you love being simple-minded? And scoffers

delight themselves in scoffing And fools hate knowledge? ... Because I called

and you refused I stretched out my hand and no one paid attention; And you

neglected all my counsel And did not want my reproof; I will also laugh at your

calamity; I will mock when your dread comes, When your dread comes like

a storm And your calamity comes like a whirlwind, When distress and anguish

come upon you. Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; They will

seek me diligently but they will not find me,”(Prov. 1:22 and 24 -28 NASB)

Think about that — the very thought of someone crying out to God — and God

says “NO! You had plenty of chances. You repeatedly sat in assemblies where

believers worshiped Me for years — but you did not listen. You weren’t interested

enough to hear Me. I stretched out My hand to you time and time again and you

kept saying ‘no.’ How often did preachers and parents weep over you and plead
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