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I Don't Like That Man

The title of this article is only the first part of a well known statement made by

Abraham Lincoln. Just this part of his statement is possibly something some of

us might have said about a number of individuals with whom we have come into

contact over the span of our lifetime. It’s the last part however, of Lincoln’s

statement (not included above) that makes it stand apart from the way we may

have used it at various times in our lives. Lincoln didn’t stop with just saying he

didn’t like that man. The rest of the statement presented a solution that would

hold the potential to change his opinion.

If you’re familiar with the quote, then you’re already ahead of us. But for those

of you who may not know the rest of Lincoln’s statement — we’re going to go

down a different road for a moment and come back to this later in the article.

For the moment however, let’s give some serious thought to the culture in which

we live today — the culture in which our children and/or grandchildren exist. It’s

probably a good bet that many who are reading this article have great concerns that

they will not — or — have not — been able to pass on to those children or grand-

children the same values that they themselves exercised and believed in throughout

their own lives. Those concerns are indeed well founded. We are living in a society

that exists on the edge of moral collapse. There are forces at work today that pull

young and old alike in directions that are far removed from God and His Word.

Way back in 1993 “the most pressing problems of today’s youth” was the focus

of a symposium held in Dallas, Texas. 100% of those attending that symposium

ranked that “generation’s loss of Biblically-based value systems as their number

one concern.” Now — that was in 1993! That means the youth being referred to

at that symposium would probably be in their late 20s or early to mid 30s right

now — so — that also means they are likely now raising children of their own.

Draw this out then to its natural conclusion. If those young people (in 1993) had

no “Biblically-based value systems” then — how in the world would they be

able to instill a moral value system based on the Word of God into their own

children in 2010?? They would have no foundation from which to draw. They

would have absolutely no knowledge of exactly what it is that God expects

from His children. They would obviously then, have no fear of God.

Think back a few years — isn’t it true that the moral structure of our Nation started

to deteriorate about the same time that God (and fear of Him) started to disappear
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more about the Scriptures as they move forward in their Christian life so that

they are willing to teach others what God has to say on those subjects — even if

those subjects are “sensitive” subjects in our current culture.

“And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the

same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others

also.” (II Timothy 2:2 KJV)

It’s difficult to convince others of something we ourselves resist. Defiant acceptance

of the parts of God’s Word that we seem to see no rhyme or reason for — makes

one incapable of declaring all the counsel of God.

“Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of

all men. For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of

God.” (Acts 20:26-27 KJV)

Accepting God’s Word (even though we don’t like whatever it might say on a

given subject) with an attitude that is not defiant allows us to wholeheartedly

declare all the counsel of God — without allowing culture to dictate the attitude

we hold toward certain subjects.

“But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed

from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you”

(Romans 6:17 KJV)

God is unchanging (Psalm 102:27; Hebrews 13:8). His Word is for all times and for

all cultures (I Peter 1:25). His understanding has no limit (Psalm 147:5). There is

nothing in our culture that can ever change the Word of God to mean something

different than it meant 100 years ago. Allowing culture to influence us into defiantly

accepting His Word rather than wholeheartedly accepting it, is a failure on our part to

get to know it well enough to change our opinion about those parts we may not like.

We must not allow culture instead of the Word of God to be our dominant influence.

“...Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you as also in all his

letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard

to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also

the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction. You therefore, beloved,

knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried

away by the error of unprincipled men... “ (II Peter 3:15-17 NASB)

One more quote of Abraham Lincoln comes to mind here — “My great concern

is not whether you have failed, but whether you are content with your failure.”

When we feel no need to do something about an attitude of defiant acceptance

concerning certain “sensitive” subjects, we must not be content with that failure.

We must wholeheartedly pursue the solution that holds the potential to change

our opinion — get to know the Word better!
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week.” — and on it goes. These attitudes are what have shaped the youth of

today as well as the youth of 1993 (and earlier). So — back to Lincoln — for

quite a few years now, there has been a common phrase heard over and over in

Bible studies at our Churches. More and more often, when subjects like submis-

sion, instrumental music, attendance, male leadership and other “sensitive” sub-

jects are brought up — almost without fail — the phrase — “I know it says that

but...” is echoed repeatedly throughout the discussion.

“The man who says, ‘I know him,’  but does not do what he commands is

a liar, and the truth is not in him.” (I John 2:4 NIV)

OK, OK — The Lincoln connection — Lincoln said — “I don't like that man. I

must get to know him better.” Perhaps we have allowed too many generations

(including our own) to look at parts of the Bible with an “I know it says that

but...” attitude — an attitude that has made it permissable to say “I just don’t

like what the Bible says about that subject — times have changed. It doesn’t fit

our culture any longer.” We no longer fear God enough to do what He says even

if we don’t like it! We have become comfortable defying parts of the Scriptures.

Perhaps what we have needed to say instead is “I don’t like what the Bible says

about that subject — I must get to know it better.” Not liking any given part of

the Bible, means that we need to get to know that part better — therefore pre-

senting us with the potential to change our opinion about that particular part.

Whatever “part” it might be that we “just don’t like” — God has spoken on the

subject. If we don’t like what He had to say, we should fear God enough to get

to know it well enough to change our opinion about it. God has not granted us

the permission to “adjust” His Word to suit our fancy — or our culture! The

Bible says what it says! It is unchanging! It contains the very Words of God,

Himself! It is Absolute Truth! We don’t have the right to say “I don’t like that

part of the Bible, so I’m not going to accept that!” There are no “buts” that can

follow “I know it says that” — there is only obedience!

Now let’s go in just a bit of a different direction concerning a discussion on the

parts of the Bible we may not particularly like. It has been our observation over

the years that there is a big difference between accepting God’s Word (even

though we don’t like whatever it might say on a given subject) and accepting

God’s Word (even though we don’t like whatever it might say on a given subject).

Wait a minute — that said exactly the same thing. Yes, it did — but those two

statements can have a huge attitude difference. We have observed individuals

over the years who know what the Bible says and defiantly accept it. Accepting

God’s Word in that manner usually results in those individuals having no desire

at all to defend or explain those teachings with which they adamantly disagree

(but nevertheless accept). Such an attitude of acceptance would mean those

individuals need to get to know it better. There are many souls outside of the

saving grace of Christ who would of course not understand certain “sensitive”

issues. It is the responsibility of every Christian to continue learning more and

from our culture — and our churches? Didn’t it all start to take a turn for the worse

when we started to hear — and accept — as true — phrases like: “a loving God

wouldn’t....” — or — “wives shouldn’t have to submit to their husbands” — or

— “there are many paths to God” — or — any number of other ideas and

beliefs that have crept into our culture over the past several years.

So, how did this happen? Is there a solution that can reverse the trend? In Israel, in

Jeremiah’s time — something similar had happened and God had this to say to them.

“and I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me

always, for their own good and for the good of their children after them.

I will make an everlasting covenant with them that I will not turn away

from them, to do them good; and I will put the fear of Me in their hearts

so that they will not turn away from Me” (Jeremiah 32:39-40 NIV)

How do we reverse the trend? Restore a fear of God! Take the time to read II Cor. 7:1;

Eph. 5:21; I Pet. 2:17 and Rev. 14:7; (It is worth noting that the NIV version of the

Bible (released in 1973) translated the Greek word “phobos” (meaning fear or

terror) as “reverence” instead of “fear” in some of the verses listed above). Since

none of us are righteous by nature — fear of God initiates accountability.

“Their feet are swift to shed blood: Destruction and misery are in their

ways: And the way of peace have they not known: There is no fear of

God before their eyes. (Romans 3:15-18 KJV)

“That’s all well and good”,” you say — but how did we get to this point and more

importantly, how do we get from this point to an appropriate fear of God? Well,

what was it that first allowed fear of God to begin slipping away from us? Let’s

go back to the fact that those young people even in 1993 (and earlier) had no foun-

dation. They had no reason — or inspiration — to fear God, so they turned away

from Him. They had no knowledge of what angered God and what pleased Him —

neither did they care. They didn’t know that they should fear God because He is

God, because He is the judge of good and of evil and because He alone holds the

power of life and death. They didn’t know, as we just read above in Jeremiah

32:39, that they should fear God for their own good — and the good of their

children after them. So — then — if those 1993 kids didn’t fear God — we would

not expect their children after them to fear God —which of course would be the

youngsters of today.

Let’s go back to Abraham Lincoln’s statement. The entire statement was — “I don't

like that man. I must get to know him better.” What does that have to do with

this discussion? We’re getting to that. The culture we have created for ourselves

over the past several years has become of culture of —“I’ll do what I want.” —

“I don’t have to answer to anyone but myself.” — “Why should I submit to my

husband? This is the 21st century.” — “I’ll have a rock band in worship if I want

to.” — “I’m not going to go to church every Sunday. I have my own relation-

ship with God. I don’t need some preacher asking me for more money every
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