
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Be Not Deceived

After reading, listening and observing a multitude of things concerning the status of

spirituality in the world today, some things have become apparent that were somewhat

obscure in the past. It’s no secret to most of us that opposition to accepting Christ as

the Savior of the world has gained mainstream acceptance. Belief in Christ as

the Savior is now considered to be a “hateful” viewpoint as well as “not politically

correct”. The engine that is driving this viewpoint has started to become more and

more clear — or perhaps we should say — more obvious — recently. Let us explain.

An intelligent understanding of Almighty God is acquired through His written

Word. His Word tells us everything we need to know about Him.

“His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness

through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and

goodness.” (II Peter 1:3 NIV)

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,

correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be

thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (II Timothy 3:16 NIV)

It is becoming more and more apparent that knowledge of God through His written

Word is being replaced by intuition (a perception of truth independent of any

reasoning process) — and an introspective (the examination of ones own thoughts,

impressions, and feelings) view of individuals as gods unto themselves who

have the right to determine what beliefs and doctrines they accept regardless of

what the written Word of God (the Scriptures) might say. This is occurring not

only in society in general — but also in many churches. Sadly, this replacement

is happening in a way that is not obvious to many people. Most, are in fact

completely unaware that they are gradually abandoning their Christian faith.

You may think we are leaping to an incorrect conclusion in this assessment, but

consider the following pattern that is becoming prevalent today and see if you

sense why we are drawing such a harsh conclusion.

Over the past 9+ years, we have quite often written that we believe there is a slide

in Biblical understanding due in large part to a reduced amount of — and interest

in — Bible study. This conclusion could be supported with little more than a look at

the reduced attendance in Bible study classes as well as church attendance in

general. The toll that is being taken because of lack of attention to involvement with
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has in more recent times been manifested through an influx of Eastern

Religious practices and beliefs (including mysticism) filtering into the Church

through the New Age movement as Christians (who are no longer familiar with

the Word) absorb and participate in Eastern doctrines unaware of their origin.

The deception occurring now within Christianity is the drive to feel close to God

instead of embracing his Word and becoming close to Him through greater

understanding of His intent and direction for us. It is not arrogant to believe that

we can know God’s intention for us. (I John 5:13) It is however arrogant to

believe that without knowledge of his Word, some sort of special feeling is the

equivalent of being aligned with God. God’s Word teaches certainty based on

obedience to it. Feelings however, can easily be manipulated by the Devil

especially when one is not aware of what God says on any given topic.

It is becoming very common nowadays for those who profess to be Christians to

subscribe to several Eastern Religion doctrines and practices that are not aligned

with the Scriptures. Concepts such as —  every “religion” will eventually lead to

God — or that God is present in all of nature (which leads to extreme environ-

mentalism) — or that spiritual truth and wisdom are not found in the words of

Scripture but in the depths of ones inner self (making it impossible to come to a

conclusive position of doctrine). You see, Eastern Religions are about experiencing

the Divine directly for oneself and gaining spiritual enlightenment without a

mediator (without Christ and the Word). Other unbiblical practices are often

presented as harmless “tools” to enhance ones life, improve self-esteem, increase

relaxation abilities, promote mental calmness, etc. Christians who have failed to

continually reinforce the standards taught in Scripture easily “fall for” these and

a myriad of other unbiblical practices. They are mounting their own quiet rebellion

against “traditional Christianity” (that which is based on the written Word) in

favor of some sort of feeling that they are aligned with God — a feeling that

goes beyond Biblical definition — and most of them aren’t even aware that they

are abandoning Christianity in favor of beliefs aligned with Eastern Religions.

For Christians — salvation is dependent on accepting God’s Word. Eastern Religion

salvation is dependent on rising to the point of a higher consciousness through

repeated lives, meditation and enlightenment with the guidance of a Guru. Biblical

salvation is from God through Christ — it is not attained through our own efforts

or enlightenment. Christians are being deceived into following a religion of attaining

their salvation through feelings and activities, rather than relying on Biblical salvation

through the blood of Jesus Christ. There is a stark difference between the two. One is

from God. The other is from Satan. Bible study will reveal the vast differences.
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From the very beginning of time, the Devil was able to entice mankind to reject

God’s Word by casting doubt over what God had clearly said. In Genesis 3:1

Satan said, “Did God really say...?” (NIV). After being successful at causing

doubt about what God had said, Satan then went for the kill — he made it seem

that God had said something different than He did.

‘“You will not surely die’  the serpent said to the woman. ‘For God

knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be

like God, knowing good and evil.’” (Genesis 3:4 NIV) 

Ah-h-h yes! — a way to “be like God!” What a fascinating idea!

Exactly the same thing is happening today as people seek a feeling that they are

aligned with God. That feeling however is based on intuition and an introspective

view of ones self predicated only on sensory experiences — not the Scriptures.

They are searching beyond words and dogma for spiritual insight — even seeking

some sort of direct experience with God — an experience beyond the written

word of Scripture, beyond doctrine, beyond theology. There is a quiet rebellion

against “traditional Christianity “(that which is based on the written Word) in

favor of a renewed encounter with God that is beyond Biblical definition. And

that, dear brethren, is in fact a good definition of “mysticism.” Mysticism is

quietly moving into the very heart and soul of today’s Church — and Christians

themselves are not only allowing, but even helping it to do so!

“Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices

righteousness is righteous....” (I John 3:7 NASB)

A lot of Christians today are hungering and thirsting after what society is portraying

as “righteousness” instead of hungering and thirsting after His righteousness? 

“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for

they shall be filled. (Matthew 5:6 KJV)

The Greek word used for “righteousness” in this verse means “the condition

acceptable to God.” There is only one place we can look to learn exactly what

is acceptable to God. That is within the written Word of the Scriptures. Many

Christians today however, are being seduced into acknowledging a version of

spirituality the way it is depicted in movies and books — and that often includes

mysticism. The subtle insertion of terms and ideas (independent of any reasoning

process based on the Scriptures) into movies and books for children as well as

adults is not accidental — it is a reflection of a growing acceptance of things that

are not of God. And Christians are buying into the deception at breakneck speed!

It is important to recognize that there is a fork of belief in the road for Christians.

That fork must be chosen based on what is right and true — the Word of God —

not on other sources of information. The fork is much the same today as it was

during the early church. Even then, there were those who were students of the

apostles themselves — yet they chose to ignore the teachings of the apostles in

favor of other beliefs. Early mystics such as Ignatius of Antioch and Polycarp

ushered in a “merging”of mystical beliefs with Christian beliefs. That merging

God’s Word is very destructive. Without continual reinforcement of the fundamental

standards taught in Scripture, people are left to draw their own conclusions and

learn about spiritual things from what they read and absorb from other sources.

These other sources may include such things as movies, books, peers, television,

even some churches that deliver only “feel-good” messages, ignoring the

“unpopular” parts of Scripture. Learning from these kinds of sources might be

more dangerous than not learning at all since the information acquired from

them is either not based on the Scriptures at all or only on a portion of them.

The information is therefore saturated with false (or incomplete at best) teachings

that are presented as accurate and accepted by the hearer as factual. The continual

infiltration of false teaching that is “sold” today as “harmless entertainment” or

“positive lessons” has never been more popular.

To demonstrate this point more clearly, let’s consider the movie Avatar. It absolutely

wowed people with an awe inspiring presentation. It also however included a

cleverly crafted rejection of God in favor of a New-Age-ish reliance on nature and

“energy” instead of God. Would it therefore be considered anti-Christian? Ask 10

different people and you’ll get 10 different answers. So let’s look at that question.

The word avatar is “from the Sanskrit avatara, with roots ava, [meaning] ‘down,’

and tri, [meaning] ‘to pass.’ Souls who attain union with Spirit and then return to

earth to help mankind are called avatars, divine incarnations.”(from — The Yoga of

Jesus by Paramahansa Yogananda, pg. 128, Glossary). In the movie Avatar — the

Na’vi are an intensely spiritual community on the planet Pandora. They believe that

all of nature is connected through an unseen deity called Eywa. The Na’vi believe

they can know their god in a deeper way by “connecting” with life in the natural

world — or in nature. The popularity of the movie has made the word “avatar”

common, everyday language as well as promoted beliefs characteristic to Eastern

Religions. According to the teachings of Eastern religions, Jesus Christ is an

avatar — or an incarnation of a god. Buddha is considered to be an avatar of the

god Vishnu. Teaching that Christ is an avatar therefore reduces Him to nothing

greater than all of the other avatars who have preceeded Him — not the Savior

of the world and one and only begotten Son of Almighty God. So, is it an anti-

Christian movie? Is a movie that promotes gods other than God Almighty anti-

Christian? You make that call.

In addition to the steady infiltration of false information from entertainment

media as well as so called “Christian” sources (such as bookstores and even

some churches), there is also a steady beat of propaganda stating that in depth

Bible study will only lead to disagreement and division and is therefore not

conducive to or useful for spiritual growth and unity. This rejection of Bible

study leads to a kind of “christianity” that — as we stated earlier — is based on

little more than intuition, perception and feelings — which creates an inviting

playground for the Devil since there is no real Bible knowledge on which to

separate that which is true from that which is fiction.
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