
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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A Day of Thanksgiving

How we express thanksgiving says much about our belief in God

TT
hanksgiving Day is one of the greatest family Holiday periods our country

celebrates. Families have numerous traditions that are often not only part of

just the one day of Thanksgiving but include the whole weekend following the

Holiday itself. It’s quite easy for the traditions that many of our families have

“created” over the years to overtake thoughts of being thankful — causing the

real purpose of the day to be lost in busyness. The traveling, cooking, eating,

playing, planning, etc. involved with the Holiday can result in our trying to stuff

too much into one single day or one extended weekend.

We all have so very much for which we are thankful, it would be nearly impossible

to make an exhaustive list of the many blessings each of us experiences. In a strange

sort of way — it can actually become rather complicated. For example — a

baby’s life is simple and happy — he is aware of only a few things for which to

be thankful — perhaps only for food, drink and general comfort. That’s really

simple and uncomplicated. That simplicity of thanksgiving experienced by a baby

tends to — in some ways — repeat itself in the life of one who lives to be

extremely aged. For that individual, the thanksgiving “list” may again become

more simple during those very elderly years. Once again — just like the simplicity

of thanksgiving of a baby — the very aged individual might only be thankful

for food, drink, loving care, a place to live, and simple comforts. It’s the years

in the middle of those two extremes of life that are filled with so many more

things for which to be thankful — yet those are also the years that are filled

with such a level of activity that there seems to be little time to reflect on, and

express appropriate gratitude for all of those numerous blessings.

Sure — we are thankful for all of those “general categories” that easily come to

mind — things like our health, income, food, clothing, home, family, communities

in which we live and worship, etc., but without the time to reflect and without care,

its easy to allow the pursuit of the life for which we are thankful, to dominate —

dominate to the extent that a time for thanksgiving becomes a “luxury” — a luxury

for which — right now — there is just not enough time to appropriately express it.

Those who are caught up in that busy time of life do of course plan to express more

gratitude — as soon as there is just a bit more time to do so. As Christians however,

we are admonished to always give thanks. We read in Ephesians 5:20 — 
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earthly struggles to diminish the view of their heavenly goal. The characters in that

movie we mentioned, faced set back after set back but the desire and determination

to get home for the Holiday overtook every struggle. They just continued to

“work around” each and every distraction and difficulty. No matter what happened,

they simply figured out a way to press on toward their goal.

“Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one

thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is

ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has

called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. All of us who are mature should

take such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently,

that too God will make clear to you.” (Phil. 3:13-15 NIV) 

Can Christians loose an attitude of pure thanksgiving and fall into the trap of

assessing their lives by how they compare to others? Sure — because we’re

human and human nature sometime dictates an attitude of comparison to the

physical status of others rather than focusing on the spiritual blessing for which

Christians should be most thankful — one single blessing that far exceeds all

physical blessings that can possibly be considered. God sent a Savior who lived

and died so that Christians are able to look past all of the earthly struggles and

focus on the desire and determination to get home — home with God for all of

eternity. That gift of a Savior is indeed the greatest reason Christians have to be

thankful. If we remain faithful, our destination is assured — regardless of the

distractions and difficulties we encounter along the way. No matter what happens,

God will help us find a way to “work around” the problems if we just keep our

focus on getting home and pressing on toward the goal.

The attitude Christians display concerning thanksgiving says much about their

belief in God as well as their reliance on Him. This spiritual blessing that

Christians have, causes it to be easier to maintain a general attitude of pure

thanksgiving in both trials and in blessings. It is the consistent attitude of pure

thanksgiving that distinguishes believers from non-believers.

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many

kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.

Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and

complete, not lacking anything.” (James 1:2-4 NIV)

This year, on Thanksgiving Day, as you give thanks for your blessings, take

time to pray for those who are running into obstacles at every turn while trying

so hard to get “home.” Pray that they may have the courage and strength to

maintain an attitude of pure thanksgiving by placing their faith and trust in a

welcome companion — their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
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the “bucket list” gets completed — as well as wondering what else should be

added to that list. Unlike the unbeliever, Christians don’t place value on only

the things that are associated with this life. This life will pass and any good or

misfortune with it. The contentment and thankfulness of a Christian should be

stable and steady no matter what the circumstances might be in which he finds

himself. How Christians express thanksgiving in contrast to non-believers says

a lot about the practice of ones Christian faith. We often hear stories about people

faced with severe physical situations in their lives yet they do much for others

with little or no complaining while others who are able bodied with much talent

constantly find something to complain about. For them — nothing is ever good

enough. They have lost the attitude of pure thanksgiving. It’s important that

Christians never loose that attitude.

One of the “traditions” that has just evolved into existence for our family is viewing

the movie Planes, Trains and Automobiles sometime over the Thanksgiving Holiday

weekend. The movie has a simple plot and the theme of one man —  played by

Steve Martin — who had his plan all mapped out so he could complete his out

of town business and arrive home in time to celebrate the Thanksgiving Holiday

with his family. His trip home however goes from bad to worse. We are amused

each year as we watch the main character try so hard to get home for the

Holiday — but runs into obstacles at every turn. He is accompanied along the

way by a companion (generally unwelcome) played by the late John Candy.

Candy’s character is an often obnoxious, yet lovable and very resourceful companion.

One particular snowy nighttime scene has them entering the freeway on the exit

ramp which causes them to drive against oncoming traffic. They haplessly roll along

as people in cars across the divide attempt to get their attention to avoid certain

disaster. Somewhat oblivious to the many attempts of warnings from other motorists,

they continue to speed along, when suddenly they see two sets of oncoming

headlights immediately in front of them. There is a horrific noise and their lives

flash before their eyes as they pass between two semi trucks. They come to a stop

in their badly damaged car — but then — things get even worse. They eventually

decide however to continue on in the now — wa-a-a-y beyond serious-ly —

damaged car. This time of course, going the correct way on the freeway.

Enough said! You will have to see the movie to see how it turns out.

Many times our lives seem to be like this silly movie. As Christians, our destination

is clear. We have everything mapped out — but then in an instant, things seem

to unravel. Circumstances, people, work, almost anything can become a derailing

factor in the progress toward our destination. But do we press on? We do if —

as Christians — we maintain an attitude of pure thanksgiving. A properly

placed faith for Christians helps us to understand that the struggles — no matter

how difficult — truly are of this world. And even though they may at times

seem endless and demanding — we know that those struggles will end at some

point. Christians who maintain an attitude of pure thanksgiving will not allow

“Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the

name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 5:20 KJV)

This verse also says to give thanks for all things. That would of course include

spiritual as well as physical blessings. So let’s consider more thoroughly exactly

what it is that thanksgiving might consist.

Thanksgiving in a pure sense — is the recognition of absolutes in our life —

rather than a comparison to someone else’s life. We learn to compare! A baby

doesn’t compare anything to anything else — everything is new to a baby. The

things then for which a baby would be thankful, have not been determined by

comparing those things to similar things of someone else. The baby is not aware

of whether or not someone has more — or less — or is better at — or is not as

good at — or is more or less comfortable than — the similar blessing he has. A

newborn relies entirely on those who care for him and appreciates whatever level

of care is given since it is his only means of attaining personal comfort. It is

only later — as the child begins to observe the status of those around him —

that he learns that there are differing levels of personal comfort in this physical

life. It is only through his own observations and the input from those around him

that he will begin to determine that his blessings are greater or lesser than others.

If the comparison he begins to observe demonstrates that his blessings are less

substantial than some of those around him, he may begin to be less thankful for

the simple or pure things for which he had previously been quite grateful. As

one ages and becomes more and more aware of the differences that surround

him, there is an increasing danger of developing an attitude of thanklessness.

Left unchecked, this thankless attitude can grow and overtake the natural

instinct of a kind of thanksgiving that is pure rather than a kind of thanksgiving

that hinges on the state of others.

“But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing

into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food

and clothing, we will be content with that.” (I Tim. 6:6-8 NIV) 

“...for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know

what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have

learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether

well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.” (Phil. 4:11-12 NIV)

In whatever state we find ourselves we should be thankful — thankful with a

pure kind of thanksgiving rather than a thanksgiving that has been determined

and evaluated through the comparing of our blessings to those of others.

We find it interesting that people talk about their “bucket lists” — or in other

words — a list of places they want to see or things they want to do before they

die. There’s really nothing wrong with such a list — unless accomplishment of

that list dominates ones life to the point that the individual loses focus of his or

her desire to serve God. When that happens, looking toward the end of ones life

can become a source of frustration and regret — there’s the pressure to be sure
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