
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Sammie

“What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth

not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which

is lost, until he find it?” (Luke 15:4 KJV)

“Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don't be afraid;

you are worth more than many sparrows” (Luke 12:7 NIV).

“For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

(Luke 19:10 KJV)

II
t was a normal — rather busy — Sunday morning. Pretty much like every

Sunday morning. Just the right amount of time to climb out of bed, stumble

downstairs, have a bit of breakfast, look over the morning paper and then retreat

to the bedroom to prepare for meeting with the saints — first for class and then

for worship. I was at the part of that routine that called for the trip outside to

pick up the paper. So I whipped open the front door, stepped onto the porch to

head down the steps to pick up the paper — which was clearly visible in the

driveway. But wait!! There’s a dog in the corner of the porch — looked like he

slept there all night. He was shivering from the chill in the air. No problem. He

has a bright purple tag on his collar — a license tag. That should make it easy.

All I have to do is read the number on the tag, look it up on the County Auditor’s

website and then call the owner. After uttering a few friendly words to the dirty

little pooch, he stood up and wagged his tail — so I proceeded to move closer

to him. Then the ugly growls began and the teeth started to show. Whoops!

Better stay back. Hum — what to do? I know!! Entice him with food. After trying

unsuccessfully to do that with some cat food, a left over hamburger seemed to

be much more appropriate. That worked! I was able to eventually read the tag

number and check the County Auditor’s website. But there’s a problem — there

was no phone number listed on the website to call the owner — just the dogs

name — “Sammie” — as well as the owners name and street name but without

a house number. Hum! Now what do I do? A search on the computer quickly

provided a house number (about a mile away) for that individual but still no

phone — neither did the phone book have a listing for that name on that street.

OK — there’s only one thing left to do. Put Sammie in the car and drive over

there and return him to his owner. So off we went — Sammie and I.
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household came looking for him, found him and explained to him that it’s not

about youth programs, Christmas Cantatas or even huge choirs. It’s about

worshiping God in Spirit and in Truth.

“Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will

worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers

the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in

spirit and in truth.” (John 4:23-24 NIV) 

There were a lot of “front porches” Sammie could have slept on that night just

like there are a lot of denominations for people to attend — seems like there’s a

different one on just about every corner. Fact of the matter is — there was only

one church established on that Pentecost day in Acts chapter 2 — and it’s described

in the Scriptures. Many individuals today however casually select a denomination

based on the one they think has the most comfortable “front porch” — perhaps

the one that has beautiful Christmas cantatas or a good youth program. But that’s

not what is important. What is important is worshiping God the way He has

prescribed in His Word — not the way we like it. That’s what matters. While the

“front porches” may often look quite similar, all Churches aren’t pretty much

the same. The Scriptures describe the church that was established in Acts 2 and

that church is the one Christ purchased with His blood. It is His church — the

Church of Christ (Acts 20:28; Romans 16:16).

As this season of Christmas approaches and many minds turn to the giving of

gifts — give a gift that will last for all of eternity. Go out and find someone

who has wandered from (or never was on) the front porch of the One who is his

rightful owner and explain to him that it’s not about choirs, youth groups or

Cantatas. It’s not even about the birth of that child in Bethlehem — it’s really

about His death, burial and resurrection from the grave. That’s what the Lamb

of God came to this earth to do. It is because of that shedding of His blood that

we have the opportunity to accept the gift of eternal salvation through burial

with Him in baptism (Col. 2:12). So — this year, make sure you’re on the right

front porch and if you are — go out and find a “Sammie” of your own and take

him home to his rightful owner. If you’ve read in the Scriptures about how to

worship God in spirit and truth and realize you’ve placed importance on the

wrong things, find the porch of your rightful owner and learn how to get the

“tag” that will identify you as belonging to Him.
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those who are lost. He even has the hairs on our head numbered. He rejoices

when one who had been lost is found.

“...I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over

one sinner who repents.” (Luke 15:10 NIV)

“...you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for

God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of

Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;”

(I Peter 2:8-10 NASB)

“who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to

purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good

deeds. (Titus 2:13-15 NASB)

Unlike Sammie’s owner, God is certainly not a nonchalant owner who doesn’t even

know when one of His possessions is lost. And kind of like many people today, I’m

not sure Sammie even realized that she was lost. She just knew she was in a

different place — a place that had a porch that was actually somewhat similar to

the porch of her owner’s house — even front steps that looked similar. I think

maybe Sammie didn’t realize she was not “home” until a stranger came out of

the front door. Other than that, everything looked pretty much the same to Sammie.

Let’s think about this now from the perspective of an individual who leaves the

“fold” or “God’s household” (Eph. 2:19) and ends up at a different “house.” Do you

think the person realizes he’s not at the right “house” — the “household” of his

owner?  Do you think the person realizes that all porches are not necessarily the

porch that belongs to his owner? Would he realize it if he was not on the porch of

“God’s household”? After all, how often have we heard the phrase “all churches are

pretty much the same”? Maybe he’s sitting on the front porch of another “house” —

a house that has singing, prayers, a sermon — pretty much the same look and feel to

which he had been accustomed. His new “house” may even have a far better youth

program — maybe even a Christmas Cantata and a huge choir. Those may all

be nice things but — is it the household of God? Is it the house God established

for those who were “tagged” by His Holy Spirit — those who are His possession?

There’s some serious differences between the front porch Sammie “landed on”

and the “front porch” the individual who wandered from God’s household may

have “landed on.” What’s the difference? Well, in the case of Sammie, I took on

the  mission of getting Sammie back to her rightful owner. It wasn’t easy — but

I was determined to do it. Do you think anyone will try to get the one who has

wandered from God’s household back to God’s household? Why would they?

I’m going to say with certainty that it won’t be the people who walk out of the

front door of the denomination on whose porch he has “landed.” They would just

graciously welcome a “Sammie” into their own house? I’m sure they would be

happy to have the new addition to their own family. The only way that wanderer

would get back to the home of his rightful owner is if someone from God’s

I guess I expected to see an exceedingly joyful owner. Instead I was greeted at the

door by a lady in her pajamas (well, it was Sunday — guess they weren’t planning

on going to church this week). To my surprise, she had absolutely no idea that

Sammie was even missing. She “thought Sammie was upstairs.” She took

Sammie —  thanked me for returning her (yes, it was a girl) and then turned to go

inside. I guess I felt a bit disappointed that she didn’t seem very joyful to have

Sammie back in her possession — alive and well. At least I felt good about helping

the poor little doggie get back home — even though I sort of think I may see

Sammie again someday — lost and shivering. And, oh yeah, even though I had

to move a bit faster than I was accustomed to moving, I still made it to class on time.

The incident with Sammie however started me thinking about the parable of the

lost sheep and the lost coin. In those parables, the owners rejoiced that the sheep

and coin had been found. The parables even state that they called their friends

and neighbors together to share in their joy. What a difference from the nonchalant

attitude of Sammie’s owner!

It was Sammie’s license tag that allowed me to eventually return her to her

owner. Had she not had that tag, it would have been impossible to locate the

owner. But the license provided a guarantee that — upon request — information

was available that could be used to identify who was her rightful owner.

Christians have a “rightful owner.” Those who have been washed in the blood

of the Lamb by being buried in the watery grave of baptism belong to God.

They are His possession. He is their rightful owner and — in fact — He even

provides a “tag” to identify those who belong to Him.

“...Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised

Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the

redemption of those who are God’s possession — to the praise of his glory.”

(Ephesians 1:13-14 NIV)

This verse says that those who are God’s possessions have the Holy Spirit as

a “deposit” that guarantees their inheritance. The King James Version of the

Bible says it this way — 

“...ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest

of our inheritance...”

Those of us who have purchased a house have been required to put “earnest

money” down on that purchase. The Greek word used for “earnest” in that verse

above means “money which in purchases is given as a pledge or downpayment

that the full amount will subsequently be paid.” So the Holy Spirit is the “earnest”

that we have an inheritance guaranteed to us if we remain faithful through life.

Acts 2:38 states that we receive that earnest at the time of our baptism into

Christ. We belong to God and He has “tagged” us with the Holy Spirit to guarantee

that we are identifiable and will be returned to our owner for the inheritance we

have been promised. We are important to God. He sent His only Son to seek
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