
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Pray for a Harvest

The ability we have to communicate more information to more people in an instant

has never been greater than it is today — and that ability is increased more each

day by fast paced advancements in technology. Our atmosphere is filled with

messages and information about every subject imaginable. Many of us even com-

municate in an “abbreviated” language that says much in a significantly reduced

number of characters. We can’t deny the fact that communicating with each

other is at a completely different level than it was even just a few years ago.

We can be certain that at least part of the communicating being done on any given

day concerns spiritual things. This can be a good thing — if God is central to the

discussions of those “spiritual” things. However, we live in an extremely self

absorbed society nowadays in which the physical side of mankind is elevated to

the point where peaceful coexistence with all others — rather than with God — is

equated with spirituality. (Who among us has not seen the “coexist” bumper sticker

that uses a variety of religious symbols from an assortment of faiths to spell out the

word?) The need for spiritual well being is so great in our society today that the

idea of a “spiritual journey” is easily spoken of — and even more easily accepted

as long as one does not even hint at the suggestion that it is absolutely possible

to actually find and reach the destination for which the “spiritual journey” searches.

Admitting or recognizing that it is possible to reach a destination threatens the very

reason for the journey itself since the continual and ever ongoing “searching” is

an ideal method of procrastination that provides the searcher with no need to arrive

at a destination that will require action and commitment. Continual travel down the

spiritual journey road allows one to consider him or herself to be a “spiritually

minded person” with no danger of reaching a demanding destination. A mindset of

endless searching gives the searcher hope that his or her journey will eventually

lead to a place where whatever his or her own journey is supposed to provide — will

provide. It will just be a different place for every person — based on his or her own

needs — his or her own self absorbed needs — not the destination reached by

obedience to God’s Word. So, as lost souls journey about searching for something

they don’t even know what it is — they’re right — it will be impossible for them

to recognize a destination that they’ve not even defined. The definable destination

of mankind however, is redemption from a lost state — i.e. peaceful coexistence

with God. So their journey continues — on and on — all the while describing

themselves as “spiritually minded” — because they’re on a “spiritual journey.”
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who reject God’s Word — that is up to God. We must move on with urgency.

There are not enough laborers to reach the plentiful harvest that God sees.

We must also be mindful that moving with urgency will cause disturbance. The

urgent spreading of the Gospel as Jesus instructs will quite possibly bring

unfavorable attention. 

“Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be

wise as serpents and harmless as doves. But beware of men, for they

will deliver you up to councils and scourge you in their synagogues.

You will be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a

testimony to them and to the Gentiles.” (Matthew 10:16-18 NKJV)

He further instructs that they will even be the instigators of family strife because

of the Gospel (Matt. 10:34-39). He said the apostles would be called names. If

they would refer to Him (Jesus) as Beelzebub (Matt. 10:25), the apostles should

not think they would escape similar treatment. Likewise — why should we

expect better treatment than the Apostles?

Having recently come through the Christmas holiday, we frequently heard the

theme of the season was that Jesus came to bring “Peace on Earth.” This actually

runs counter to Jesus’ own words in Matthew 10:34-39

“Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to

bring peace but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his

father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against

her mother-in-law;  and a man’s enemies will be those of his own

household. He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy

of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of

Me.  And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy

of Me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My

sake will find it.” (NKJV)

If as messengers of the Gospel, we take Jesus’ words to heart, it might be good to

adjust our mindset and realize that it is not about people liking us or our message but

it is about spreading the message so that those who will be receptive can respond.

The only thing the Apostles could control was their effort to share the Gospel

with as many people as possible. To do so they could not be drawn into an ongoing

and continuing battle with non-receptive people. They were to be committed to

Christ and not allow people or circumstances to detain them in their mission.

Reach out to those God puts in our path. Resist the temptation to be held up by

those who reject the message we offer. Shake the dust off and move on.
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While Christians accept the “go ye therefore...” part of Jesus’ instructions,

many of us seem to have missed the part we have just discussed. We attempt

through numerous efforts to convince people of the reality of their need for sal-

vation as well as the authority and truth of the Bible. As a result of our efforts,

we also encounter endless numbers of ways those with whom we do share the

Gospel, find to resist accepting and gladly receiving it.

This part of the instructions given to the Apostles might be something useful for

us to consider more closely as far as our own soul reaching efforts are concerned

today. Perhaps we sabotage our efforts by not paying attention to the entirety of

Jesus’ instructions. Could it be that our inattention to this point — and failure to

put it into practice —  results in many people remaining in a lost condition today?

Let’s examine that possibility. When we reach out to spread the Word to others,

we generally do it with a win/lose attitude. It’s as if we have only a few people

whom we can reach — often times however, we find that those people whom

we have decided to reach out to — aren’t as interested as we would like for

them to be — or — as we thought they would be. So we keep on trying — and

trying — and trying. We just aren’t willing to “give up.” We aren’t willing to

“lose” — so just keep on trying — over and over — with the same people —

but the fact is (if we are willing to face it) — those particular people don’t want

to hear — they aren’t receptive to acting on what we have presented to them.

Let’s back up to the previous chapter in Matthew and “listen” — with this

perspective in mind — to what Jesus said in one instance.

“Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their

synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every

sickness and every disease among the people. But when He saw the

multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they

were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. Then He said

to His disciples, ‘The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few.

Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His

harvest.’” (Matthew 9:35-38 NKJV)

This is a perspective from Jesus’ view. The harvest is plentiful — but there

aren’t enough laborers. He says that there are many receptive souls but too few

“laborers” are there to share with them about the destinations spoken of in

God’s Word. Too many continue to wander about on their “spiritual journey”

with no one to tell them that there is a destination they can know about and take

the actions necessary to be certain they will reach it. Jesus instilled an urgency

in the apostles! He wanted them to understand that if someone chose to reject

the message they were sharing — move on. God sees a plentiful harvest of

souls that can be reached — but when we allow ourselves to get bogged down

with non-receptive people — the effort is harmed. It’s important that we also

remember that it is not the purpose of the messenger to pass judgment on those

The “spiritual journey” idea (as it is generally used today) allows many things to

happen — most of which may be in direct conflict with the teaching of Scripture.

The fact that we may come to the knowledge of the truth of Christ as our Savior

by way of various encounters is vastly different from a spiritual journey that

defines arrival at a destination as being at peace with ones self as well as with

ones fellow man. Peace with ourselves and/or others can be accomplished with

our spiritual side cast off as if it does not exist. The Devil can easily persuade

people to believe in themselves as the measure of spiritual wellness instead of

giving any credence to Godly morality. In order to do that, one needs only to

deny that God’s Word is truth.

When Jesus sent out His Apostles on their ministry, His instructions were quite

specific. Matthew 10:11-13 states —

“Whatever town or village you enter, search for some worthy person

there and stay at his house until you leave. As you enter the home, give

it your greeting. If the home is deserving, let your peace rest on it; if it

is not, let your peace return to you.” (NIV)

But Jesus didn’t stop there. The instructions indicated that part of their responsibility

was also to not allow those who would not listen to their message to hinder or

impede their progress of moving on to a willing listener.

“If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust

off your feet when you leave that home or town.” (Matthew 10:14 NIV)

Still, Jesus went even further with His instructions. Verse 15 goes on to state —

“I tell you the truth, it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah

on the day of judgment than for that town” (NIV)

It is clear that Jesus wanted the Apostles to accept the gravity of the situation.

He wanted them to understand that the message they were spreading was so

vital and so important that if those with whom they offered to share it, rejected

that message, they were not to spend a great deal of time and effort convincing

them or trying to change their mind — but rather move on and let their decision

to reject the words of the apostles remain for God to judge. The spiritual journey

of those who would hear the words of the Apostles wasn’t going to take a lifetime.

There was a clearly defined destination — and it could be easily recognized and

acted upon when and if an individual made the decision to do so.

As distributors of that same message today, we are to share it with others — creating

a way for individuals to restore peace between themselves and God. It is a message

about the destination of the spiritual journey many say they are traveling — yet

refuse to accept and gladly receive. The Word of God is true and powerful but

receptivity on the part of the hearer is required. It is obvious in the instructions

Jesus gave to His apostles that He recognized that every listener would not be

receptive — and He wanted to be certain that the Apostles also understood and

accepted that part of the mission He was giving to them.
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