
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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Questions

“Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord

God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must

not eat from any tree in the garden’?” (Genesis 3:1 NIV)

“Questions matter. They can help you to grow deeper in your knowledge of

the truth and your love for God — especially when you’re dealing with the

harder doctrines of the Christian faith. But questions can also be used to

obscure the truth. They can be used to lead away just as easily as they can

be used to lead toward. Ask Eve.” (www.challies.com)

The above quote is from Tim Challie’s review of Rob Bell’s book Love Wins. In

Mr. Challies review he goes on to say that Bell is — 

“a man who has spent much of the last seven years asking questions in his

sometimes thought-provoking and often frustrating fashion. And when he’s

done asking, no matter what answers he puts forward, it seems we’re only

left with more questions.”

In the previous issue of Diligence we discussed Universalism. That discussion

led to mentioning a very popular Universalist in our society today — i.e. Rob

Bell. That previous issue also included a brief discussion of his new book Love

Wins. Since the focus of that issue was not specifically Rob Bell, we didn’t really
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Christianity. It is unspeakably sad when those called to be ministers of the

Word distort the gospel and deceive the people of God with false doctrine,’

wrote Mr. Taylor, who is vice president of Crossway, a Christian publisher in

Wheaton, Ill. By that same evening, “Rob Bell” was one of the top 10 trend-

ing topics on Twitter. Within 48 hours, Mr. Taylor’s original blog had been

viewed 250,000 times. Dozens of other Christian leaders and bloggers

jumped into the fray and thousands of their readers posted comments on both

sides of the debate, though few had yet seen the entire book.”

Bell’s DVD’s sell by the hundreds of thousands and his books quickly hit the best

seller lists. He is indeed a “christian celebrity.” With that kind of influence, it’s

somewhat frightening how far his comforting — but completely unscriptural —

theology might reach.

We all know that Satan did no more than make a suggestion (in the form of a

question) to Eve in the Garden — and then Eve took it from there. Bell uses the

same tactic in his writings and short films. He seldom states anything emphatically

— but he speculates, questions, muses, hints and suggests — and then uses

Scriptures out of context to seemingly back up his conjectures. He endeavors to

create doubt and confusion about such things as the reality of hell, the need for

evangelism and the exclusivity of Christianity (among other biblical doctrines)

in his works. He trivializes salvation but shuns being identified as a Universalist

or an Emergent — even though it is obvious he is both. 

His celebrity status has been seriously “ramped-up” with the release of Love Wins

since the publisher of this latest work is Harper One — a far more mainstream

publisher than his previous works which were published by Zondervan.

In an effort to demonstrate what we have been describing as to the style of writing

Mr. Bell uses, we’ll close this article with a brief excerpt from Love Wins. This

quote follows his account of the death of a high school student. See if you hear

shades of Genesis 3:1 in this paragraph.

“The death of this high-school student raises questions about what’s called the “age

of accountability.” ... Among those who believe this, this age of accountability

is generally considered to be sometime around age twelve.This belief raises a

number of issues, one of them being the risk each new life faces. If every new

baby being born could grow up to not believe the right things and go to hell

forever, then prematurely terminating a child’s life anytime from conception to

twelve years of age would actually be the loving thing to do, guaranteeing that

the child ends up in heaven, and not hell, forever. Why run the risk?” (pg. 4)

The extreme popularity of one who will formulate such a level of twisted thinking

is indeed a sign of our times of which all Christians should take heed!

continued on page 2page 4

IMPORTANT NOTEIMPORTANT NOTE

Jesus’ words to the Pharisees and Sadducees — 

“...Do you know how to discern the appearance of the sky, but cannot

discern the signs of the times?” (Matt 16:3 NASB)

Jesus’ words to the twelve apostles — 

“Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd as

serpents and innocent as doves.” (Matt. 10:16 NASB)

Due to the nature of this article, we feel the need to clarify why we have

chosen to write it. The verses above make it clear that it is important to discern

the signs of our times and be shrewd enough to utilize those signs to our

advantage. Our goal in writing this particular article is to do no more than

provide information concerning a sign of our time. It is not our intention to

denigrate Rob Bell but rather to inform our readers of a sign of the times

that we consider to be a very real danger to Christianity.
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WHAT IF THERE’S NO HELL?

A popular pastor’s best-selling book

has stirred fierce debate about sin,

salvation and judgement

That’s a very quick reaction to the release of a book! Does that tell us anything about

how very influential Rob Bell is? It should.

Our first reaction to that Time cover could be positive — assuming that the debate

promotes discussion concerning matters of religion and faith. While that might

be true in one sense, the problem lies in the fact that a huge number of those

calling themselves “christians” are in agreement with Mr. Bell. They too believe

that almost any path will eventually lead to salvation. Why would that be so?

Possibly a couple of reasons. First — as we stated in the previous issue —

Universalism (everybody is going to be saved) is a comfortable and convenient

belief. One can live anyway one wishes (no doctrinal belief or moral value system

is required) and still go to heaven. The second reason many so called Christians

believe what Bell writes is because they have very little if any knowledge of

what the Scriptures teach. So when people like Bell take verses totally out of

context and then ask questions intended to lead away from the truth — well — 

“... with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they

did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for

this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe

the lie, that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth

but had pleasure in unrighteousness. (II Thess. 2:10-12 NKJV)

Rob Bell is obviously an extremely talented individual. He is a gifted writer, a

clever marketer and a skillful communicator. When that kind of talent is coupled

with a mostly Biblical illiterate society that for the most part already has (or is

leaning toward) a postmodern worldview, the mix becomes very dangerous. It

becomes even more dangerous when one takes into account Bell’s series of short

films (NOOMA) that are exceedingly well done and target a younger generation

that is already heavily influenced by postmodernism. For that generation, it’s

not a very big leap for them to accept Bell’s false teaching — especially when

his endless list of questions seems to be so logical when paired with his almost

always out of context use of Bible verses.

We surely don’t want to imply that Bell is a rogue — or for that matter the first —

author to write on this kind of subject matter for there are many others. It’s just

that Bell has created the most “buzz.” Even before the release of Love Wins the

New York Times published an article on March 4th that had this to say — 

“The furor was touched off last Saturday by a widely read Christian blogger,

Justin Taylor, based on promotional summaries of the book and a video produced

by Mr. Bell. In his blog, Between Two Worlds, Mr. Taylor said that the pastor

[Bell] ‘is moving farther and farther away from anything resembling biblical

discuss the widespread danger that is presented to Christianity as a result of not

only his teaching and theology but also of others who profess the same kinds of

thoughts and beliefs. Bell just happens to be one of the most popular.

Our first thought was that most people probably do not even know who Rob

Bell is. But as we continued our research, we came to realize that his notoriety

has already spread far past what one might imagine and is most likely about to

explode to even greater proportions.

We stated in that previous Diligence article that Time magazine has referred to

him as “a singular rock star in the church world” (Time - 12/6/2007) That is indeed

true! If you don’t remember the quotes from his most recent book that we included in

that issue of Diligence, we recommend that you go to the web address listed at the

bottom of page 4 of this issue and review them. You might be shocked!

On March 14th of this year, Rob Bell held a live streaming interview on the web con-

cerning Love Wins. The interviewer was award-winning Newsweek editor Lisa

Miller, but there were also questions from the “floor.” Some of the questions posed to

Mr. Bell were difficult, if not impossible for him to answer. For example: “If the path

is narrow according to Matthew 7:13-14, then how is it also broad, as presented in

your new book, Love Wins?” Good question! One he never really answered. He man-

aged instead to squirm his way out of all the questions for which he didn’t have an

answer. In other words, Rob Bell speaks just like he writes. As Tim Challies said

in that earlier quote we used concerning the numerous questions Bell asks — 

“And when he’s done asking, no matter what answers he puts forward, it seems

we’re only left with more questions.”

“for God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches

of the saints (I Cor 14:33 NASB)

While this verse above is referring to order in the worship service, it is still very

applicable to this case. God is not a God of confusion. His plan is clear in the

Scriptures — unless one chooses to obscure the truth with questions meant to

confuse — questions just like the one Satan asked of Eve. Satan’s intention was to

confuse her thinking about what God had clearly stated. He wanted to make her

doubt whether or not she had really understood what God had said. Satan asked

her that question solely for the purpose of leading her away from God’s Words.

Rob Bell’s books seem to be an attempt to accomplish that very same purpose.

Love Wins is an attempt to lead one to a conclusion concerning hell and heaven

that is undeniably opposed to what the Bible clearly teaches.

Regardless of the reality taught in the Scriptures — people (including many who

call themselves “Christian”) — believe and accept what Rob Bell skillfully

implies or in some instances outright states! He truly has become a “rock star”

in the church world! Whatever he says — or writes about — quickly becomes a

popular topic. For example — Love Wins was released on March 15th of 2011.

The April 25th, 2011 issue of Time magazine had the following on the cover.
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