
DILIGENCE
“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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I remember reading a book many years ago that included a subtitle that I’ve never

forgotten even though I don’t recall what the title of that book was. The heading that

made a lasting impression on me said — Marriage Is For Adults. The statement

seemed so obvious at first glance, my initial reaction was — well, duh! However,

the longer we’ve been married, the more marriages we have unfortunately seen

crumble and end in divorce. As we’ve attempted to understand what might have

contributed to those failures, we’ve become more and more convinced that many

of them might very well have been due to a lack of having a firm grasp on some

of the things that could be included under a  Marriage Is For Adults heading.

I hadn’t thought about that particular phrase for several years until our local

minister preached an excellent sermon on marriage a few months ago. His words

inspired me to pull that phrase out of the old memory bank — even though I

have no idea what the author of that unknown book might or might not have

included in that section — and share our own ideas concerning one aspect of

what we believe would be included in a discussion of Marriage Is For Adults.

Before we head down that particular road though, let’s look at a few statistics.

According to a Pew Research Poll conducted in October of 2010, almost 30%

of children under 18 now live with a parent or parents who are either unwed or

no longer married. About half of that 30% have parents who are divorced or

separated — while the other half have parents who were never married.

Most of us however, don’t need statistics to tell us that marriage is in trouble in

the United States — we need only look around us to see that demonstrated. So

what’s wrong? Well — the answer to that question would surely take much more

space than we have here — as well as far more wisdom. There are many, many

factors in our society today that undoubtedly contribute to the failure of marriages

nowadays. There is one however, that we would like to address here — one that

we feel is often the result of couples — and parents of couples — not grasping

the full meaning of these two basic Bible verses.

“24Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave

unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. 25And they were both naked,

the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.” (Genesis 2:24-25 KJV)

Adam and Eve was of course the first marriage — and God gives a complete recipe

for the success of marriages that would follow in just these two verses. Let’s look

at the ingredients He included — one at a time.
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to succeed. The actions of parents must also be adult in nature. Their love must

demonstrate support only until their young adult is capable of standing on his or

her own two feet and then the cord must be severed. Parents must be mindful

that marriage is for adults and if their “child” has chosen to be married — he or

she has chosen to be an adult. The parents must see to it that they don’t encourage

him or her to slide back into the parental security of childhood.

We can’t address this subject without at least the mention of a possible asterisk.

While it is exceedingly clear that God’s intention is for marriage to be a lifelong

commitment that sometimes may require sacrifice on the part of one or either

partner, there is the occasional case that requires an asterisk. The Scriptures are

clear concerning one such instance — i.e fornication (Matt. 19:9). Even in that

case however, it might be wise for the offended person in such a case to also

consider Matthew 18:21-22 as well as Luke 6:29 before making a final decision

if the marriage partner is truly repentant for his or her sin. It’s very human — when

hurt or betrayed — to react in a way that seeks a way out instead of seeking a way

through the difficult time. One might on occasion have to consider which is

worse — living with a mate in some disharmony or living with God in disobedience.

Now — just a word about another asterisk concerning the marriage covenant. It is

not God’s intention that one should live in a situation that threatens the life of, or

threatens harm or danger to a spouse or children in a household. In such a case,

separation may be necessary for a period of time. A Godly mate can not remain or

keep children in an environment that is threatening to the life or safety of the spouse

or the children. The Scriptures tell us that a believers body is the temple of the Holy

Spirit. Thus, it is reasonable to conclude that God is not pleased when that body is

subjected to brutality or mistreatment by a spouse who is either mentally ill or cares

nothing about the welfare of his or her family. Such a crisis does not however, make

divorce an immediate answer. Prayer, prayer and more prayer should first be offered

that the situation will change and allow for a Scriptural solution to the situation.

As our minister stated in his sermon — the subject of marriage can’t be covered in

one short lesson —  or for that matter — in this short article. Our intent here is to do

no more than stimulate a bit of thought concerning Genesis 2:24 and 25. Our

observation over the 46+ years that we have been married is that many marriages

end in divorce because of a failure to practice the principles given to us by God in

those two short verses — not only by couples entering into marriage but also —

by the parents and extended families of those couples. The irrevocable, permanent

marriage relationship is a committed relationship — not a committee relationship

made up of parents and extended family. Marriage is for adults who will truly

become one flesh.

continued on page 2page 4

“Diligence” is a privately funded publication of:

Dennis and Sherri Owens — Cincinnati, Ohio

diligence@gorfsystems.com — http://diligence.gorfsystems.com/



single unit. They are no longer two, but there is now one. They now form one

whole — not two pieces joined together. From that moment forward, they engage in

a lifelong project of willingly blending in order to complete the other —  in self-less

giving and sharing in their commitment to each other. They determine from that

time forward to flow in the same direction — carrying the same burdens and the

same joys — exercising wisdom and understanding while merging different ideas,

habits, parents, interests, backgrounds, temperaments etc. into one flesh.

Fourth — Intimacy

“Therefore shall a man leave ...and shall cleave ...and they shall be one flesh.

And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.”

If severance, permanence and unity is not intact in a marriage relationship, intimacy

has little chance of being what it should be. In the case of Adam and Eve, nakedness

refers not only to their physical nakedness but also to their pure, undefiled state

prior to their fall from grace. We see this by the fact that there was no shame

between them — they had no concept that shame should be or could be associated

with their nakedness. They were totally and completely laid bare before each other.

It was not until they sinned that they felt the need to cover their bodies. Husband

and wife should share the same total and complete openness between each other

that Adam and Eve shared before they experienced shame — not just physical

openness but emotional openness as well. Marital sex was created by God in

complete innocence (Genesis 1:28) and He called it “very good” (Genesis 1:31).

It is a shame that there are some women who consider sex within the bonds of

marriage to be a part of the curse given by God rather than a pleasurable gift from

God. Physical intimacy within marriage is however not the fulfillment of selfish

desires for ones own pleasure but is rather a self-less expression to please ones spouse.

“The husband must fulfill his duty to his wife, and likewise also the wife

to her husband. The wife does not have authority over her own body,

but the husband does; and likewise also the husband does not have

authority over his own body, but the wife does” (I Cor. 1:3-4 NASB).

Neither partner in a marriage bond should seek self satisfaction but instead

seek satisfaction for his or her spouse in moments of intimacy — whether those

moments are regarding physical or emotional intimacy.

So — marriage is for adults with an adult understanding of exactly what it is

that the two individuals are committing to. It is a vow — a solemn promise that

involves the rest of ones life. It is not a temporary trial period during which one

or the other party continues to cling to a safety net of parental security that

would allow a permanent commitment to turn temporary if things just didn’t go

well. Any marriage — including Christian marriages, will have conflict but

most are not beyond a solution if both parties are firmly rooted in God’s recipe

spelled out in Genesis 2:24 and 25 — not only both parties — but also the families

and especially the parents of young couples entering into marriage. Parental

love cannot afford to be possessive of their off-spring if they want the marriage

First — Severance 

“Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother...”

This is the first mandate God gives concerning the relationship shared by a

newly married couple. God states that — step one for the couple is to cut the cord

from their parents. The Hebrew word used for “leave” in this verse is azab. That

same word is actually translated as “forsake” 129 times in the KJV Bible.

According to the Expository Dictionary of Bible Words the — 

“concept that underlies the usage of this term is that of ‘abandonment,’ particularly

in regard to Israel’s neglect and rejection of their covenant obligations towards

God.... In regard to the Israelite people themselves, azab is frequently

employed to indicate their ‘abandonment,’ their ‘rejection’ of God.” (pg. 410)

This part of Genesis 2:24 must be understood to mean that a newly wedded pair is to

sever the tight emotional parent-child bond to their parents that had previously solely

provided for their emotional security as well as their financial and physical needs. This

is not an easy task for the couple or the parents but severing that dependence cements

the fact that the couple has fully given themselves to each other. There is no safety

net on which they intend to cling to — just in case . . .” There is no “just in case”

when all parties (including parents) accept the fact that the covenant of marriage is

irrevocable and permanent — which is the next ingredient listed in God’s recipe.

Second — Permanence

“Therefore shall a man leave ... and shall cleave unto his wife...”

Divorce from ones spouse is not an available option after entering the permanent

bond of marriage. The Hebrew word used here for “cleave” is dabaq.  Gesenius's

Lexicon describes its meaning as “to adhere, especially firmly.as if with glue.” In the

book of Job, chapter 41 verse 17, that same word is translated as “joined” when

describing the skin of the Leviathan (or crocodile) creature.

“15His strong scales are his pride, Shut up as with a tight seal. 16One is so

near to another That no air can come between them. 17They are joined

one to another; They clasp each other and cannot be separated. (NASB)

Wow — they are joined so closely that no air can come between them. That’s close!!

They clasp each other and cannot be separated! Notice it doesn’t say that they

should not — but that they can not. That’s how permanent God means cleave to be in

Genesis 2:24! The same Hebrew word is also used by Moses when referring to

diseases “clinging” to ones body. There is no “wiggle room” as to the permanence

of the marriage vow when one has an understanding of the Hebrew word dabaq.

Yet, we’ve heard many mothers advise their daughters to manage their life in such a

way that they are always prepared to be on their own again “if it doesn’t work out.”

Unfortunately, those mothers weren’t talking about the death of their daughter’s

spouse! Talk about planting a “this could be temporary” seed! What a mistake!!

Third — Unity

“Therefore shall a man leave ... and shall cleave ... and they shall be one flesh.”

Two individuals come together in a permanent relationship and are made into a
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