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God’s Chosen People

We see in the Old Testament that God had a “chosen people”. That people was the

Israelite nation — the Jews. God promised — and gave them, the land of Canaan.

That “promised land” roughly corresponds to the current day region of Israel.

So are the Jews still God’s chosen people? And do they have a Biblical right to

possess the land God had given to them some 4000 years ago?

“Because He loved your fathers, therefore He chose their descendants

after them. And He personally brought you from Egypt by His great

power, driving out from before you nations greater and mightier than

you, to bring you in and to give you their land for an inheritance, as it

is today. Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, that the Lord,

He is God in heaven above and on the earth below; there is no other. So

you shall keep His statutes and His commandments which I am giving

you today, that it may go well with you and with your children after you,

and that you may live long on the land which the Lord your God is giving

you for all time.” (Deuteronomy 4:37-40 NASB)

“For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has

chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples

who are on the face of the earth.” (Deuteronomy 7:6 NASB)

“But you, Israel, My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, Descendant of

Abraham My friend, You whom I have taken from the ends of the earth,

And called from its remotest parts And said to you, ‘You are My servant,

I have chosen you and not rejected you.’” (Isaiah 41:8-9 NASB)

There seems to be a belief quite common today among many, that Israel must be

supported because the Jews are entitled to possess Palestine as a result of their being

“God’s Chosen People.” Many hold to the belief that the land was promised to the

Jews by God and they are therefore entitled to dwell in it as the “chosen people of

God.” That hope was reinforced with the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948.

This belief is strengthened even further today by the doctrine of Premillennialism.

A common belief held by premillennialists is that the Jews will eventually be

gathered together again in that land that was given to them by God during the Old

Testament times. They further believe that the throne of David will be re-established

in Jerusalem and Christ Himself will return to earth and reign with the saints

over the entire world from Jerusalem for a period of one thousand years.
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and proclaim there the words that I tell you, 3and say, ‘Hear the word of

the Lord, O kings of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem: thus says the

Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, “Behold I am about to bring a calamity

upon this place, at which the ears of everyone that hears of it will tingle.

Because they have forsaken Me and have made this an alien place and

have burned sacrifices in it to other gods,... 10Then you are to break the

jar in the sight of the men who accompany you 11and say to them, ‘Thus

says the Lord of hosts, “Just so will I break this people and this city,

even as one breaks a potter’s vessel, which cannot again be repaired;”

(Jeremiah 19:1-4 and 10-11 NASB)

The Nation of Israel would never be restored to its status of God’s chosen people.

A potter’s vessel, when once broken, cannot be made whole again. The Jews —

as a race — the “seed of Abraham” — were repeatedly disobedient to God and

rejected Christ as their Savior and God cast them off for violating His covenant.

So does God still have a “chosen people”? Yes, of course, He does. But it has

absolutely nothing to do with Jewish descent. Who then are His chosen people? It

is Christians. It is those who have accepted Christ as their Savior

“But you are a chosen race, A royal priesthood, a holy nation, people for

God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him

who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;  for you once

were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not

received mercy, but now you have received mercy” (I Peter 2:9-10 NASB)

Today’s Israel of God is the Body of Christ — the church. So can Jews still be

included among the chosen people. Certainly. No one is excluded from the

grace offered through the blood of Jesus Christ. Jews need only accept salvation

on the same terms it is granted to others. They have no special privileges

because of their Jewish roots. There is no special way that Jews will be saved

because of their heritage. They are no longer God’s chosen people.

“...Brethren, you know that in the early days God made a choice among

you, that by my mouth the Gentiles would hear the word of the gospel

and believe. And God, who knows the heart, testified to them giving them

the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us; and He made no distinction

between us [Jews]and them [Gentiles], cleansing their hearts by faith.”

(Acts 15:7-9 NASB)

Much has been ommitted from this article due to space limitations. In summary,

God’s chosen people are those who are in Christ and remain in Him. The invitation

to be a part of God’s chosen people is open to anyone who will accept it.
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The ever increasing rebellion of Israel against God along with the ultimate

rejection of their own Messiah caused God to “divorce” them as a nation. In

Jeremiah 31:32 God refers to Himself as “a husband to them.” But it was

through Hosea the prophet, that God revealed to them that their status as His

chosen people had changed. Not only did God tell them about the status

change, He acted it out very dramatically through Hosea. Hosea, representing

God — was instructed to marry faithless Gomer, who represented Israel in the

prophetic book. Hosea eventually divorced Gomer saying — 

“...she is not my wife, and I am not her husband; And let her put away

her harlotry from her face And her adultery from between her breasts”

(Hosea 2:2 NASB)

God had divorced Israel as His wife. It was final. Even the God-given names of

their three children indicated God’s rejection of Israel. The book of Hosea goes

on to tell of Gomer being bought back by Hosea — not as his wife — but as a

slave (Hosea 3:3). Hosea chapter 9 is very clear as to God’s rejection of Israel.

This is by no means a complete discussion of the book of Hosea and its message

to the Jews. We only mention enough to illustrate that the status of Israel as

God’s chosen people had come to an abrupt halt.

The entire 28th chapter of Deuteronomy tells of the numerous consequences

Israel would face if it failed to be obedient to God.

“If you are not careful to observe all the words of this law which are

written in this book, to fear this honored and awesome name, the Lord

your God, then the Lord will bring extraordinary plagues on you and

your descendants, even severe and lasting plagues, and miserable and

chronic sicknesses.” (Deuteronomy 28:58-59 NASB)

Then the chapter continues  in verses 63 through 65— 

“It shall come about that as the Lord delighted over you to prosper you,

and multiply you, so the Lord will delight over you to make you perish

and destroy you; and you will be torn from the land where you are

entering to possess it. Moreover, the Lord will scatter you among all

peoples, from one end of the earth to the other end of the earth; and

there you shall serve other gods, wood and stone, which you or your

fathers have not known. Among those nations you shall find no rest,

and there will be no resting place for the sole of your foot;” 

Clearly — the status of Israel remaining the chosen people of God was completely

dependent on their faithfulness to Him and they repeatedly refused to listen to

warnings given to them by the prophets. Perhaps one of the more clear physical

demonstrations God gave to them was through the prophet Jeremiah as he

prophesied of the destruction of Jerusalem.

“1Thus says the Lord, ‘Go and buy a potter’s earthenware jar, and take some

of the elders of the people and some of the senior priests. 2Then go out

to the valley of Ben-hinnom, which is by the entrance of the potsherd gate,

Many refer to the following verses to substantiate the claim that the Jews are

still God’s chosen people and they have a Biblical right to the land.

“On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, ‘To your

descendants I have given this land, From the river of Egypt as far as the

great river, the river Euphrates:’” (Genesis 15:18 NASB)

“May He also give you [Jacob] the blessing of Abraham, to you and to

your descendants with you, that you may possess the land of your

sojournings, which God gave to Abraham.” (Gen 28:4 NASB)

“So you shall keep His statutes and His commandments which I am giving

you today, that it may go well with you and with your children after you,

and that you may live long on the land which the Lord your God is giving

you for all time.” (Deuteronomy 39:40 NASB)

In addition to these Bible verses the Jewish Virtual Library states —

“The Jewish people base their claim to the land of Israel on at least four premises:

1) God promised the land to the patriarch Abraham; 2) the Jewish people settled

and developed the land; 3) the international community granted political

sovereignty in Palestine to the Jewish people and 4) the territory was captured in

defensive wars.”

We are of course, addressing only the first premise listed by the Jewish Library

in this article. There are numerous political and economic reasons that one

would also want to consider when determining whether or not to support Israel

in this particular day and time. Those are not being addressed here — only the

claim that the Jews have a Biblical right to the land. Nor will we address the

erroneous doctrine of Premillennialism.

Since our space here is so limited, we’ll barely skim the surface of the subject of

God’s chosen people. There is more than ample Scriptural proof that the Jews

— i.e. the Israel of God spoken of in the Old Testament — had indeed once been

the “chosen people” of God — however that relationship was terminated as a result

of their continued disobedience to God. Let’s look again at that verse above —

Deuteronomy 39:40. Notice that they were told to “ keep His statutes and His

commandments...”. It’s easy to glean from even a brief look at the Scriptures that

the Israelites failed time and time again to keep God’s commands. They violated

the Law over and over — even though numerous prophets were sent to them in

an attempt to restore their obedience to Jehovah God. The land that was given to

them was on the condition that they remained obedient and faithful to God. It

was a conditional promise and the Jews failed to do what was required of them

in order to keep that land. 

“They came in and took possession of it, but they did not obey Your voice

or walk in Your law; they have done nothing of all that You commanded

them to do; therefore You have made all this calamity come upon them.”

(Jeremiah 32:23 NASB) 
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