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“We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end,

in order to make your hope sure.” — Hebrews 6:11
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You Wouldn’t Believe It If I Told You

“I am going to do something in your days that you would not believe,

even if you were told.” (Habakkuk 1:5 NIV)

Have you ever had the feeling that the world — perhaps our Nation in particular —

is going downhill in a lot of ways? Especially in relation to its belief in God —

its practice of any moral values that come even close to those spelled out in the

Bible. Does it sometimes seem that even some of the decisions being made by

our courts as well as some laws currently being enacted in this country are way

“off base” for what we like to call a Christian Nation? Have you ever wondered

why God is allowing such horrible things to seemingly continue to spiral out of

control and yet do nothing about it even though many faithful believers pray

over and over that things will change? Have you ever felt like God just wasn’t

listening? Well, there was a prophet — somewhere around 600 years before the

birth of Christ — that felt the very same way. His name was Habakkuk.

Habakkuk was different from other prophets in the Old Testament in that all of

the other prophets carried a message from God to the people. Habakkuk however,

carried a complaint from the people directly to God.

“How long, O Lord, will I call for help, and You will not hear?

I cry out to You, ‘Violence!’ Yet You do not save.

Why do You make me see iniquity, and cause me to look on wickedness?

Yes, destruction and violence are before me;

Strife exists and contention arises.

Therefore the law is ignored and justice is never upheld.

For the wicked surround the righteous;

Therefore justice comes out perverted.” (Habakkuk 1:2-4 NASB)

Habakkuk names several different things that he believes God should be doing

something about — yet is ignoring. In his list of complaints to God he lists vio-

lence, sin, destruction, wickedness, a lack of justice in the courts because the

law is ignored. He also states that the wicked simply outnumber the righteous.

Habakkuk had apparently been praying for quite sometime about this dilemma

since his first words were “how long will I call for help?” And the fact is — he

raises some good questions — questions that are asked by many today. Habakkuk

wants first of all, to know why God doesn’t do something to stop all of the

wrong that surrounds him. He doesn’t understand why evil goes unpunished and
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your house by cutting off many peoples; So you are sinning against yourself.”

Efforts to build a permanent empire through cruelty and Godless gain will be punished.

Violence — verses 12-14

“12Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed and founds a town with

violence!”

Those who build cities with bloodshed and violence will be punished.

Immorality — verses 15-17

“15Woe to you who make your neighbors drink, Who mix in your venom

even to make them drunk So as to look on their nakedness! 16You will be

filled with disgrace rather than honor. Now you yourself drink and

expose your own nakedness. The cup in the Lord’s right hand will come

around to you, And utter disgrace will come upon your glory.”

Those who display cruelty in their treatment of those they conquer will be punished.

Idolatry — verses 18-20

“18What profit is the idol when its maker has carved it, or an image, a

teacher of falsehood? For its maker trusts in his own handiwork when

he fashions speechless idols. 19Woe to him who says to a piece of wood,

‘Awake!’ To a mute stone, ‘Arise!’ And that is your teacher? Behold, it

is overlaid with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all inside it.”

Those given over to idolatry will be punished.

Habakkuk responds with prayer and accepts God’s plan, asking for mercy.

“1A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, according to Shigionoth. 2Lord, I

have heard the report about You and I fear. O Lord, revive Your work in

the midst of the years, In the midst of the years make it known; In wrath

remember mercy.”... “16I heard and my inward parts trembled, at the

sound my lips quivered. Decay enters my bones, And in my place I

tremble. Because I must wait quietly for the day of distress, For the

people to arise who will invade us.” (Habakkuk 3:1-2 and 16 NASB)

Verses 17 through 19 of chapter 3 demonstrate the great faith of Habakkuk. In

verse 19, he states that “The Lord God is my strength.” 

We see from this short book that, in addition to the tremendous value of faith —

evil is self destructive. When God allows evil to have its own way, a nation will

race downhill to its destruction. The righteous however, should trust in the

Lord, for evil will eventually fall. It may however be with great suffering on the

part of the righteous. In the case of Judah, God raised up those who were even

more wicked than Judah, to bring judgment upon His own chosen people.
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the sea, like creeping things without a ruler over them? The Chaldeans

bring all of them up with a hook, drag them away with their net, and

gather them together in their fishing net. Therefore they rejoice and are

glad. Therefore they offer a sacrifice to their net and burn incense to

their fishing net; because through these things their catch is large, and

their food is plentiful Will they therefore empty their net and continually

slay nations without sparing?” (Habakkuk 1:12-17 NASB)

After searching for some kind of understanding of this plan God has told

Habakkuk about, he then waits for God’s answer.

“I will stand on my guard post and station myself on the rampart; and I

will keep watch to see what He will speak to me, and how I may reply

when I am reproved.” (Habakkuk 2:1 NASB)

God’s answer came in the form of a vision which He told Habakkuk to write down.

“For the vision is yet for the appointed time; It hastens toward the goal

and it will not fail. Though it tarries, wait for it; for it will certainly

come, it will not delay.” (Habakkuk 2:3 NASB)

While the punishment would not happen immediately, God assures Habakkuk

that it would certainly happen. Israel’s disobedience had become so bad in

Habakkuk’s time that God was taking extreme measures for punishment of

them. He was going to let the Babylonians conquer Judah and take them into

captivity. What a bewildering answer from God.

God then goes on to tell Habakkuk that he should live by his faith.

“Behold, as for the proud one, His soul is not right within him;But the

righteous will live by his faith” (Habakkuk 2:4 NASB). 

God assures Habakkuk that the Babylonians will get their appropriate punishment.

Even though God was going to use a wicked nation like Babylon to bring punish-

ment on Judah for their own wickedness, the wickedness of the Babylonians

would also not escape punishment. Remember in verse 11 of chapter 1, God

told Habakkuk that the Babylonians would “be held guilty.”

Verses 5 through 20 of Habakkuk 2 give a “list” of sins for which the

Babylonians would be punished. That list includes 5 “woes.”

Pride — verses 6-8

‘‘6...Woe to him who increases what is not his — For how long— And

makes himself rich with loans? 7Will not your creditors rise up suddenly,

And those who collect from you awaken? Indeed, you will become plunder

for them. 8Because you have looted many nations, All the remainder of

the peoples will loot you...”

Those who possess a lust for conquest will be punished.

Covetousness — verses 9-11

“9Woe to him who gets evil gain for his house To put his nest on high, To be

delivered from the hand of calamity! 10You have devised a shameful thing for

those who are wicked prosper. In verse 4 he notes that the law is ignored — that

no one adheres to the standards of God’s words any longer. Basically, he wants

God to explain exactly how He can justify His apparent indifference to all of

these things that are going on.

Well — God gives Habakkuk an answer but it’s not at all what he expected.

“Look among the nations! Observe! Be astonished! Wonder! Because I

am doing something in your days —You would not believe if you were

told.” (Habakkuk 1:5 NASB)

God tells him that He is not being indifferent to the situation. He tells Habakkuk

to look at the nations around him. He tells him that He is working on the problem

but the solution will be hard for Habakkuk to understand. He told Habakkuk that

he wouldn’t believe it if He told him — which was without a doubt, an under-

statement. Habakkuk was indeed shocked when God told him what was already

taking place. God went on to say —

“For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans, that fierce and impetuous people

who march throughout the earth to seize dwelling places which are not

theirs. They are dreaded and feared; Their justice and authority originate

with themselves. Their horses are swifter than leopards and keener than

wolves in the evening. Their horsemen come galloping, Their horsemen

come from afar; They fly like an eagle swooping down to devour. All of

them come for violence. Their horde of faces moves forward. They collect

captives like sand. They mock at kings and rulers are a laughing matter

to them. They laugh at every fortress and heap up rubble to capture it.

Then they will sweep through like the wind and pass on. But they will be

held guilty, They whose strength is their god.” (Habakkuk 1:6-11 NASB)

What?!?!! God tells Habakkuk that He’s raising up fierce people to “sweep through

like the wind” to seize Habakkuk’s Nation?!?!! Truly, Habakkuk was astonished.

The Chaldeans (Babylonians) were far more wicked than the Jews of Habakkuk’s

own nation! The Babylonians had already defeated Assyria and Egypt — and

now Judah (Habakkuk’s nation) was going to be the next nation to fall to these

wicked and evil oppressors. How could a righteous and holy God use the exceedingly

wicked Babylonians to destroy God’s chosen people? How could He allow them

to destroy Judah when the Babylonians acted only on their own arrogance with

absolutely no thought whatsoever of achieving a divine purpose. God Himself

said that “their strength is their god.” The wickedness and sins of Judah were

nothing compared to the Babylonians and their pagan practices. So Habakkuk

boldly challenges this plan that God says He is already unfolding.

“Are You not from everlasting, O Lord, my God, my Holy One? We will not

die. You, O Lord, have appointed them to judge; And You, O Rock, have

established them to correct. Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, And You

can not look on wickedness with favor. Why do You look with favor on those

who deal treacherously? Why are You silent when the wicked swallow up

those more righteous than they? Why have You made men like the fish of
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